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INTRODUCTION

When the Lord calls us to serve Him, it is just like the start of a foot race. We are excited, full of strength and ready to run. However, a short while down the track, we discover that it takes more than our initial excitement if we want to last for the next 20, 30 or 50 years. And it takes even more to finally cross the finish line and win the prize.
The purpose of this book is to help us consider and un- derstand our calling and then find the courage and strength, through God’s grace, to endure until He has finished His pur- pose through us.
Surely there will be no greater joy for us than one day to exclaim, like Paul: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).
My prayer is that the Lord will use this book to help you serve Him with all your heart and all the days of your life.

Gisela Yohannan
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GOD’S  CALL TO
 (
C
)EVERY BELIEVER

ontrary to what you may think, God has no favorite children. He does not specially select some to whom
He passes out His gifts and calling, making the rest just second class, without much significance for His kingdom.
Jesus loves and regards the littlest sheep of His flock just  as much as He does His mightiest apostle. In His eyes, the job He assigns to His tiniest sheep is as great a calling as leading a church with 10,000 people.
We often have difficulty in grasping this. We look at some- one with a full-time ministry call almost jealously at times. We think he must be holier, more blessed and definitely more loved by God than we are.
But let me ask you this: How do you know that you don’t have a full-time calling as well?
Perhaps your answer is something like this: “I have never felt any burden or desire in my heart to teach and preach, go to Bible school or be involved in a Christian ministry. When altar calls are given for dedication to full-time ministry, I have never had any ‘tug’ on my heart to respond.”


Dear friend, I believe you when you say this. But did you know that along with your salvation, you automatically received a full-time call to be a Christian, a follower and a witness for Jesus? This call applies 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and is effective until death!
God never intended for you to be a part-time Christian—in the morning for family prayer, on Sunday for church services and perhaps on Wednesday for Bible study.
Whether you work in a bicycle shop, hospital, your own home or your neighborhood, you have a full-time call to be a witness and to represent Christ at that place. The only reason God hasn’t called you to be a pastor or evangelist is because He desperately needs a full-time witness at the marketplace, in the train station or in that office building. You could have qualified for any job in God’s kingdom, because God does not rely on our wisdom or abilities but rather on His Spirit to indwell and direct us. But He needs you where He has positioned you.
When you recognize and accept the fact that God has called you to be a full-time witness before you are anything else in this life, this will have great consequences for the rest of God’s kingdom.

A PART OF GOD’S BLUEPRINT
The reason Jesus left His disciples on earth and sent them into all the world was to build His kingdom in a territory ruled by sin and controlled by Satan.
Building God’s kingdom is just like building a house. Before you start, you need a blueprint, materials and a work crew. The work crew ranges from skilled professionals such as carpenters, brick layers, painters and plumbers to water carriers, cement mixers and load bearers. Each of these people is absolutely needed to be able to complete the building.
God also has a blueprint for building His kingdom in India,
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Bhutan, Tibet and around the world. When you look very close- ly at the blueprint, you will find your name as a believer there. God has assigned a specific part of His kingdom to be built just by you.
You must realize that nothing—absolutely nothing—in your life is an accident. God created you with your specific part of the blueprint in mind. Everything in your life has been prepara- tion for you to be able to fulfill this specific task in God’s plan. Just think: your upbringing, your trials, your education or lack of education, your culture, your abilities, your brown or yellow skin, your citizenship, even your being born as a man or a woman—all this was necessary to make you into a skilled work-
man for your assigned task.
Looking at our lives in this way, we can truly say: “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).
I AM CALLED FOR MY PART, NOT YOURS
It is very important for us to remember that whether we  are in full-time ministry or placed as a full-time witness in our neighborhood or business, we are there for fulfilling our own part of the blueprint. We should not try to covet or do someone else’s job.
I remember a time when one of my friends visited me in my home. When she spoke of my husband’s constant travels, she commented to me: “I often think about you. I could never do what you do.”
My answer to her was this: “You are not supposed to do what I do. God has called you for something else. God gives each of us grace for our own calling.”
This is truly my experience. Whatever God has assigned to you on His blueprint, He will give you sufficient grace to fulfill


exactly that. Remember, you have been prepared by Him to be a craftsman, skilled for your area of that blueprint.
FULL-TIME MINISTRY VERSUS FULL-TIME WITNESS
You might be ready to do your job, but in your heart you might feel that others, especially those in full-time ministry, have much better tasks assigned to them than you seem to have.
God has kept the distribution of jobs and calling to His own authority. We cannot change that part. But we can joyfully do whatever He asks of us with all our hearts. Jesus said that if we are faithful with a few things, He will put us in charge of many things (Matthew 25:21).
Let us look at a few people in the Bible who didn’t have a full-time call like Peter, James or John did, but whose service within their professions was absolutely necessary to fulfill God’s plan for His own Son as well as to fulfill many prophecies. If each of these people would have been involved in anything else than their regular job, they would not have been useful for God’s purpose.
• • • • •
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the stable, his mother Mary had no place else to put her newborn baby than in a man- ger, a feeding trough for animals.
In the Christmas story and in our Christmas songs, we read and sing about the angels, the star, the shepherds and the wise men. But we never mention the man who made this manger. He must have been a professional carpenter or stonecutter, de- pending on whether the manger was made with wood or hewn out of stone.
All his life, this man worked hard at his job. Perhaps he often thought: “I wish I could be like the rabbi in our synagogue. If I had his job, I could really serve the Lord God of Israel, whom I



love with all my heart. I just make these old mangers for other people’s stables. What kind of life do I have?”
But can you imagine the honor and the privilege this man had to make that manger to welcome the Son of God, the Cre- ator of the universe, into this world? God chose this man, in his profession and at his workplace, to be part of the fulfillment of prophecy. The rabbi down the street, a full-time teacher of the law in that synagogue, never received that same high honor and privilege.
• • • • •
Just before the end of Jesus’ ministry, He was in Bethany at the house of Simon, along with His disciples. As they were relaxing at the table, Mary came in the room. She broke an alabaster vial containing very costly perfume, which she poured over Jesus’ head and feet. Throughout the centuries, Mary has been remembered for her special deed of anointing Jesus for His burial.
But for a moment, let us forget Mary and instead look at that costly perfume. Only a professional could blend and mix these expensive spices together to produce such a perfect ointment, one that cost 11 months’ worth of wages.
We don’t know who this perfume mixer was. His name is not recorded here on earth, but I am sure he is known in heav- en. He might not have ever realized when he made the perfume Mary later bought, that he was specifically chosen by God Al- mighty to use his art and skill to provide this precious ointment to prepare Jesus for His death to save a lost world.
• • • • •
And then there was a simple weaver who made bath tow- els for people. What a boring job it must have been, day in


and day out, weaving these towels. I am sure this weaver some- times wished he could make those beautiful robes and clothes with nice colors and decorations worn by the rulers and kings in their palaces. But no, he was stuck at his job weaving those plain, ordinary towels.
Little did this weaver know that Jesus needed one of his tow- els to teach His disciples one of the highest principles of the heavenly kingdom: “But the greatest among you shall be your servant” (Matthew 23:11).
During the Last Supper, Jesus washed His disciples’ feet and dried them with the towel that this unknown weaver made at his daily job. If this weaver could have known that his towel would be used by the Son of God Himself, he would have been so excited and happy to be the one to make it possible, because of his profession, for Jesus to do such practical teaching.
• • • • •
There was also a carpenter who must have felt quite de- pressed, because he had the worst job in the whole world. He was assigned by the Romans to make crosses for executing crimi- nals. Surely, he thought, there couldn’t be a more awful job than the one he had.
I am sure he often wished he could make beautiful furniture for people’s homes instead. At least that would be something useful and appreciated. But making crosses was a very unthank- ful, cursed task.
As this carpenter did his work, one day he made a cross that was picked up by some Roman soldiers and laid on the back of Jesus, the Lamb of God, who was about to be slain for the sins of the whole world.
Jesus had need for this cross. The whole purpose for Him to come into this world was to die, so salvation could be given to everyone who believed in His name. This carpenter’s service



was needed by God to make it possible for Jesus to die for a lost world. He was part of the prophecy in Isaiah 53 that described Jesus’ death, and he was also part of the triumph over sin, death and the grave.
• • • • •
Dear friend, your name is on God’s blueprint for building His kingdom. He needs your obedience and faithfulness in order to fulfill His plan through you as a full-time Christian witness at your workplace or in your neighborhood. You are needed by the living God. If you allow Him to use you, your service can be as fruitful and effective as someone else in full- time ministry.
If you decide, however, that because your job is rather small or insignificant it therefore doesn’t matter if, how and when you plan to do it, please consider these consequences:
1. God’s plan (His building) won’t be completed on time, and you will become a hindrance for God’s purpose for your village or nation.
2. You will delay others’ work. For example, the roofer is unable to put the roof on the house unless you are completely finished with the wall you were assigned to build. In a church situation, this means that your pastor cannot preach the message God gave him for your unsaved neighbors and relatives, unless you first do your job and invite them to the meeting.
3. If you don’t have a willing heart for your task, God will be forced to find someone else to shoulder your responsibility. This means that someone else will have to work a double shift and perform a task he was not specifically prepared for as you were.
As you read this book and my words about full-time ministry, please don’t put it down, thinking that it doesn’t apply to you. Almost everything that applies to those in full-time ministry will apply to you as well, because you have received a full-time calling to be a witness for Jesus as long as you live.
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• •  •  • •
A young couple had been attending our prayer meeting for quite some time. One day they announced to the rest of us that they were going to leave for Bible school the next month.
We were astonished by their sudden decision. To our amaze- ment, we learned that they had visited a preacher who was sup- posed to have a gift of prophecy in order to find God’s will for their lives. They had to pay 1,000 rupees to get an audience, and



at the end of their visit he gave them a prophecy. He told them that God had called them into the ministry, and so off they went. I never heard what happened to them later.
I believe that buying an answer like this is quite a dangerous way to determine the course of your life. However, I also under- stand this young couple. They must have grown tired of waiting, praying and seeking for God’s will. They wanted to end their search and start doing something with their lives.
I have met many other young Christians who wonder whether God has called them or not. In Part II, I would like to share a few things I have learned about God’s call to full-time ministry.
• •  •  • •
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2
 (
S
)IT HAS TO BE GOD HIMSELF WHO CALLS YOU

ome years ago, a Bible school invited me to come and speak to their ladies’ class. The girls and I had
a wonderful time together. I decided to ask them a few very personal questions:
“Why are you here? Did you come here because your parents sent you? Do you attend the school for the purpose of gaining greater Bible knowledge? Are you here because you hope to mar- ry a pastor and this education will give you a better chance at a proposal? Is your husband a Gospel worker, and he has told you to attend some classes? Or, did God call you to serve Him?”
All of the above reasons may be valid ones to attend a Bible school, but only the last one is good enough to enter full-time ministry. I say this with all seriousness. You will not make it as a pastor, missionary or Bible woman if your call is based on any of these:
• Your parents’ wish or their vow to God when you were
born
• The agreement of your church and teachers who feel that
you have a lot of talent



· Your ability to speak publicly and your intelligence in your studies
· Your own wish to do something for God
· Your compassion for lost and suffering people
Compassion is wonderful, abilities are great, and parents’ fervent prayers and desires to see their children serve the Lord are the best thing that can happen to them—but none of these is a call.
You see, once you are in the ministry, storms will inevitably come. In fact, the powers of darkness will declare war against you. It will be impossible for you to face suffering, self-denial and persecutions with no real call on your life. God Himself has to be the One to call you; otherwise, you are headed for trouble.
One of the most beautiful stories in the Bible is the story of Hannah. She had vowed to God that if He gave her a son, she would give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor would come on his head. This meant that she would see to it that his life was set apart from the world. She was serious with her promise, and God was gracious to her and gave her a son.
Hannah had told her husband about her vow, and he didn’t stop her, which he had the right to do according to the law.
When their son Samuel was born, she told her husband about the plan she had for him: “I will not go up [to Jerusalem for the yearly sacrifice] until the child is weaned; then I will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD and stay there forever” (1 Samuel 1:22).
Elkanah replied to his wife, “Do what seems best to you. Remain until you have weaned him; only may the LORD confirm His word” (v. 23).
Elkanah was the spiritual leader of his family, and as such he was responsible to watch that whatever his family did lined
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up with Scripture. He respected his wife’s love for the Lord, her promise to God and her enthusiasm to give their child      to Him.
But he also clearly recognized that a vow on her part was not enough foundation for an anointed ministry. In his answer to Hannah, we can see that his single concern was that God’s call and confirmation had to be there. Otherwise, their son would head off into a self-proclaimed ministry.
Hannah and Elkanah did not know when and if this con- firmation would come. Yet they seemed to have great faith that God would hear their prayers on behalf of their son.
The day that Samuel was brought to the temple was not the day God confirmed His word. Samuel’s preparation by his par- ents was excellent. He willingly stayed with Eli. His heart was right, and his service was faithful and dedicated. First Samuel 2:26 says this about him: “Now the boy Samuel was growing in stature and in favor both with the LORD and with men.”
These were good signs and brought joy to his parents, to Eli and to God; but this was not God’s call and confirmation yet.
It was several years later that God Himself called Samuel at night. For the first time he heard God’s voice, and that night the Lord entrusted a prophetic message to him. He was chosen to become God’s spokesman to Eli and to the nation of Israel.
GOD’S CALL IS A CLEAR CALL
No general can fight a war with soldiers who don’t know whether they are enlisted in the army or not.
It is in God’s best interest that we know His will for our lives. There is no advantage to His kingdom if we walk around doubt- ing whether He has called us or not.
When we look at the Bible, we can see that God called peo- ple in such a clear way that later on, none of them ever turned back to question whether God really called them or not. Along


the way, they may have doubted their abilities, their qualifica- tions, their worthiness, their courage and even God’s love or care—but never their call.
Let’s look at some of the ways that God called His prophets, kings, apostles and disciples.
When God called Abraham, He addressed him personally: “Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you’ ” (Genesis 12:1).
Gideon was told by an angel, “Go in this your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?” (Judges 6:14).
When David was chosen as king, God said to the prophet Samuel, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he.” Samuel anointed David in the midst of his brothers (1 Samuel 16:12–13).
The day the Lord commissioned Jeremiah, He told him, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations. . . . See, I have appointed you this day . . .” (Jer- emiah 1:5, 10).
God called some of them by name. Just think about Mo- ses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:4), Samuel in the tabernacle (1 Samuel 3:10) and Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:4).
Jesus called some of His disciples with the words “Follow Me,” and He made sure they heard it (Matthew 4:19, 9:9).
For each one, God’s approach was different; but by the time God was through talking to them, they clearly knew that He had called them to full-time service.
There are endless ways in which God can call us: through reading a scripture or a Gospel tract, an altar call, hearing an au- dible voice, a song, seeing a vision, going through a trial, hearing a sermon, talking to a person, a prophecy that God confirms in our heart, visiting a mission field, hearing the voice of the Holy



Spirit speaking quietly in our heart, or a growing awareness of His claim on our life.
In whatever way He chooses to call you, you will know that He means you.
For example, God called my husband at the age of 16 during a mission conference. He had heard reports from the pioneer fields and the challenge that was given. When he was all alone later that night in his room, God began to call him to give his life for mis- sions. After a struggle that lasted several hours, he surrendered himself and accepted God’s call. This call was clear enough to cause him to travel 2,000 miles to North India for mission work instead of going back home. The call was also clear enough to en- able him to serve the Lord for the past several decades.
When the Lord called me, I was 14 years old and had only been saved for two days. It wasn’t in a church or during an altar call. I was walking on the road with some friends. One of them asked me what I was going to do later on in my life. At that moment, I knew in my heart that the Lord wanted my life for missions. The call of God in my heart was so clear that I never once considered anything else.
Looking at my own experience, the only thing with which I can compare the clarity of His call to serve Him is the clarity of His call to repentance and salvation. I had no doubt at all that He meant me.
WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF YOU HAVE DOUBTS?
God is not angry with us if we don’t understand His call right away or if we have doubts. Often we are just learning how to distinguish His voice among all the other voices surround- ing us.
God loves us and He knows that we may not have had much practice in hearing Him call us. What He did for Samuel, He will do for us as well.


In 1 Samuel 3:3–10, God called Samuel by name, but Sam- uel thought it was Eli. We find the reason in verse 7: “Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, nor had the word of the LORD yet been revealed to him.”
After Samuel went to Eli three times, the old priest told him that it must be the Lord. He instructed Samuel how to respond if it should happen again. Sure enough, God called a fourth time during that same night; and this time Samuel knew it was the Lord and responded to His voice.
This account shows us something very important about our God: He loves us enough, and He has enough patience with us, to call again and again until it is totally clear who is calling us.
So we must not be afraid that God might only call once and if we don’t recognize His voice immediately, our chance is up. Believe me, He will not move until we get His message.
Here are some reasons why we might not recognize His call at first.
We all have heard or read fantastic testimonies from people whom God called through a heavenly vision, a light shining into their room or an audible voice speaking to them. Perhaps they were knocked down like Saul on the way to Damascus. Our problem is that we often wait for such a dramatic event to hap- pen and ignore the still, small voice with which God is trying to speak to us.
Another problem could be that somehow we think that if God is really calling us, He would reveal more details right away in addition to a simple “Follow Me.” We want to see the whole road map, not just the first step.
If you have doubts, take time to seriously seek the Lord with all your heart. You might want to fast as well. Maybe there are some godly people who will pray for you and with you.
One more thing: If someone has a prophecy for you, wait for the Lord to confirm it to you before you make any major moves.



Please remember that God wants you to know His will clearly. He will not tell someone else and leave you out.
You can also join a summer outreach with a Gospel team. This will give you an opportunity to search your heart and test what you think might be a call.
Remember, God is faithful, and He has promised that if we seek Him we will find Him.
GOD’S CALL IS FOR A SPECIFIC TASK
God has a plan for His kingdom, and when He calls you, He wants to incorporate you into this plan. He may tell you exactly what it is right from the start, but more often, He will only reveal one step at a time as you go along. When you say “yes” to God’s call, you cannot expect instant revelations of His plan. You will enter a life of learning to listen, praying for guidance, trusting step by step, seeking His will and learning to rely on the Holy Spirit.
The plan He has for you might seem great in your eyes. How- ever, it may not look glorious at all. In fact, you might even  be disappointed when you see what it is. (I have already talked about this in Chapter 1.) I want you to know that His plans for you might cost you everything you have, everything you hoped for and even your very life.
If you surrender to God’s call, you must also uncondition- ally accept whatever plan God has in mind for you, even if you don’t know it yet. If you do not totally surrender to the lordship of Christ without reservations, your call will not have any mean- ing for God’s kingdom. In fact, you will become a constant hindrance.

GOD ALWAYS WAITS FOR AN ANSWER
When God calls someone, He always waits for an answer. He will not go ahead with His plans until He hears from us.


Samuel’s answer was “Speak, for Thy servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10). When Samuel said “Thy servant,” we see clearly that he surrendered himself to God’s will.
Isaiah said, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8). Even though he didn’t yet know the message, he declared that he was willing to be the messenger.
James and John didn’t say anything, but we see their clear answer by what they did: “And they immediately left the boat and their father, and followed Him” (Matthew 4:22).
Paul said, “What shall I do, Lord?” (Acts 22:10). When he addressed Jesus as “Lord,” he not only acknowledged Him as God, but as his master and his owner who had all the rights to his life, and he was willing to receive His orders.
God gives us the option to say, “Yes, I accept” or “No, I de- cline.” If we say “no,” we may regret it later in life, and surely in eternity. Often God in His love continues to speak to us for some time, asking us to change our minds. But if we insist on our “no,” He has to pass us by and look for someone with a willing heart.
God gives us a chance to count the cost before we accept His call. The cost is clearly outlined in the Bible.
If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me (Luke 9:23).
If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple (Luke 14:26–27).
No one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions (Luke 14:33).
Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life (Revelation 2:10).



Your answer is not a joke! It is a lifetime commitment that you make before God Himself and the whole spirit world. Heav- en and hell are witnesses!
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P
)AFTER YOU HAVE ANSWERED GOD’S CALL

erhaps you surrendered to the Lord’s call after a time of personal struggle, fear and confusion. Now your heart is finally at peace. You are overjoyed, knowing
that you are in the center of God’s will.
You can’t wait to announce your decision to your family, relatives, friends and fellow believers. You are so sure they will rejoice with you, encourage you and even help you along to go to Bible school and eventually to the mission field.
You wait until evening for everyone to be home, and then you tell them about your great decision. As you share your story, you are once again overwhelmed by the grace of God to entrust to you such a high calling.
By the time you are finished, though, your father’s face has become dead serious. Your mother is weeping, your sister walks out of the room and your two younger brothers are afraid to say even one word. You are confused, and you try to figure out why everyone seems so upset when you have just shared the most important and wonderful experience in your entire life.
That night your father calls for his brothers to come to your



home for a family council. They talk for a long time, and then they call you into the room. Your father’s oldest brother ad- dresses you:
“Son, we appreciate your faith in God. But you must give up this plan you have for Gospel work.
“You know very well that our family is poor. We do not have much farmland, and our homes have mud walls and thatched roofs. For many years now, your father has sacrificed greatly to send you to school and give you an education.
“You are our only hope for improving our family situation. Look at your mother, and how hard she has to work. She is get- ting older now—doesn’t she deserve to have it easier?
“Think about your sister. If you don’t get a job and earn money, she has no chance at all to get married. Even if we all help together, we will never be able to come up with the dowry money that is needed.
“Your younger brothers have no chance for a higher educa- tion if you don’t help them. Both of them are so bright and could become engineers or doctors, but without you they have no hope.
“Son, our family needs you. There are others who can do Gospel work. Surely God doesn’t want you to neglect your par- ents or disobey them.
“This is our plan: We have a family friend who is a doctor in Europe. We received a letter from him just two days ago of- fering you a good-paying job in the hospital where he works. He will pay your airline ticket, and you can stay with him once you get there.
“Tomorrow we will send him a telegram notifying him that you will be able to come within a month. If you still want to do some Gospel work, you can do it later when you come back in a few years. You can always witness to people at your job or in your spare time.”
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• • • • •
Maybe the members of your family are non-Christians, and they didn’t like your conversion at all. It was a shame to their family name and a great concern to the whole village whether the gods would be angry now and send punishment.
After the Lord called you, it took a lot of courage to tell them that you were going to go to Bible school. You expected them to be angry, but you are totally unprepared for their reaction.
They tell you that if you go ahead with this plan of yours, they will disown you and denounce you as their son. You will no longer be allowed to live in their home or ever come back.
• • • • •
A week ago, you met with the pastor and the elders of your church. You shared with them about God’s call to the North Indian mission fields and that you want to prepare yourself and go to Bible school.
Because you come from a Hindu background, you can’t ex- pect any help from your home. You asked the church if they could help send you to Bible school. You were quite sure they would, because everyone likes you and you have been very active in the youth ministry and in Sunday school.
Today you received their answer. They have decided to pay for all your expenses if you promise to come back after Bible school to work with your own church and denomination right here at home where you are needed. However, if you want to go on to a mission field, you can’t expect any help from the church.
• • • • •
You are a young woman, and Jesus has put His call on your life to reach out to the many lost and suffering women and


children in the slums and among the tribals. Today, you have decided to approach your parents to ask permission to go to Bible school.
As you enter your home, you notice that everyone is excited and smiling. They can’t wait to tell you the good news: a proposal for you just came from a very respected family in the community. Their son is a lawyer and has his own firm. His family are people of integrity, and they are also well-to-do. Your parents and rela- tives would be so happy for you to marry this young man.
Of course, they love you and will leave the choice with you, but they are absolutely sure you will accept the proposal. You know very well what this marriage would mean to your family: the chance of a lifetime to step up in society.
While everyone else is extremely happy, you go to your room and you feel frightened. Somehow, you need to find enough courage to tell your parents that you can’t marry this man, be- cause God has just called you to serve Him and He has a differ- ent plan for your life.
• • • • •
Perhaps your family members are dedicated believers, and they agree with your plans to go into full-time service. They pray for you and are willing to support you as much as they can.
But since you have surrendered to God’s call, it seems that so many unexpected difficulties are in your path: your bicycle breaks down, your father loses money in his business and your brother who works the family farm becomes seriously ill. It looks as though you will be forced to postpone your plans for a long time.

HEAVEN IS FOR YOU—HELL IS AGAINST YOU!
Why am I writing about all these difficulties that you could encounter after you have answered God’s call to serve Him?



Because this is reality.
As soon as you have decided to serve the Lord, you can count on disappointments, difficulties, temptations and situ- ations that seem to gang up on you to make you miserable, to change your mind, to lead you into sin or to slow you down in your pursuit.
What has happened all of a sudden? You have entered a war zone. You have become a prime target for the enemy! He knows that if he can stop you now he doesn’t have to deal with you later on the mission field, when you are stronger and actively involved in destroying his kingdom.
At this point I want to caution you: Please don’t make the mistake of accusing your parents or home church by telling them that the devil is using them to hold you back or that they are selfish and unspiritual.
Love them anyway, even in their lack of vision and their in- ability to trust in God’s provision. Forgive them in your heart and keep yourself free from bitterness. You don’t help them or change their minds by arguing, talking behind their backs or accusing them.
Just quietly start your walk of faith, trusting in the One who called you. He will never leave you nor forsake you.
It might take years for your family to understand your deci- sion. They might even feel that you have deserted them in their great need or that you have dishonored their name.
This will be one of the most difficult decisions you will ever have to make—to trust God to provide for your family and to walk away from them, leaving them behind with hurt feelings and tears.
This is only the beginning of a lifelong battle. Because of this, as I wrote earlier, you will never make it unless God Him- self has called you.
Our examples in the Bible had to face the same struggles. As


soon as they were called by the Lord and stepped out in faith to follow Him, they encountered opposition and warfare.
When Abraham left his homeland and arrived in Canaan, God promised him that He would give this very land to his descendants as an inheritance. The next thing we read of is a famine in Canaan, so severe that Abraham left for Egypt.
After Jacob had his life- and heart-changing encounter with the angel of God and his name was changed to Israel, the very next thing that waited for him was an army led by his brother, Esau.
David was anointed as king. However, the next step was not a crown on his head but a life-and-death encounter with Goli- ath. Saul himself, recognizing David’s call to the throne, pur- sued him and tried to kill him as long as Saul was alive.
Jeremiah, Isaiah and many of the prophets through John the Baptist were called by God in a great way. As soon as they accepted their call, they quickly discovered that they risked their lives every time they opened their mouths.
God had just started to speak to Joseph through dreams that Joseph himself didn’t even understand yet. However, his broth- ers hated him because of those dreams, and the next thing he knew, he was thrown in a well and sold to Egypt as a slave.
Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River. God had just en- dorsed Him as the Lamb of God, and He was ready to enter His ministry. But before He had preached even one sermon, He faced a series of the most severe temptations of His lifetime.
The apostle Paul had given his life to Jesus and accepted his call to serve Him on the road to Damascus. After his amazing conversion, he faced immediate persecution by the Jews. Not only that, when he tried to associate himself with the Chris- tians in Jerusalem, they were afraid of him and avoided his fellowship.
Stephen entered his ministry as a deacon in Acts 6:5. By



verse 12, he was already framed and arrested, and in chapter 7, he was martyred.
As much as the enemy is against you, you must realize that all heaven is for you! Believe, confess and count on this: “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
He is well able to bring you through. He will walk with you, even if you are left alone by all others. He will stand by His Word, and He will give you courage and strength that you never knew before or even thought possible.
YOU ARE SET APART BY GOD
You might feel lost among the masses of people in India, and your life might look very insignificant, especially if you live in the slums or among tribal people who have little access to the opportunities enjoyed by others. However, in the eyes of God, you are very important, and He is keenly interested in you. Psalm 139:1–18 is the most beautiful description of the intimate involvement our Heavenly Father has with every hu- man being He has ever created and the total knowledge He has about each one.
In His foreknowledge, God knows what your life will be, and He knows the decisions you will make. He already knows from eternity past the exact date and moment when you will receive Jesus as your Savior and when you will surrender to His call to serve Him.
In God’s heart, He set you apart for His purpose long before you were born. We can see this in several instances in the Bible in which God revealed to the parents of a child yet to be born that their son was already set apart to serve Him in a special way. Examples of this are Samson (Judges 13), John the Baptist (Luke 1:11–23) and Jesus (Matthew 1:18–21; Luke 1:26–38).
In each case, the purpose of God for such a revelation was to give special instructions to the parents regarding the name of


the child, special upbringing and the purpose of his ministry. Samson was to become a judge, John the Baptist would be the forerunner of the Messiah and Jesus would be called the Son of the Most High and Redeemer.
It was obviously important to God that the parents had the right mind-set toward the future of their child and, with it, that they would provide the right environment, protection and prep- aration for their child’s calling.
Most of us probably discover only when God calls us that He must have set us apart long ago.
Jeremiah made this discovery the day he was called to be a prophet. God said to him, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5).
The moment that Samson’s, John’s and Jesus’ parents re- ceived their instruction from God on how to raise their chil- dren, they became absolutely responsible before God to take His instruction seriously and do exactly as they were told.
Abraham, Jeremiah, David and the many others we read about in the Bible became accountable for their separation by God at the moment He revealed His will for each one of their lives. In the same way, when God calls us to serve Him, we be- come responsible for the fact that God has set us apart for His purpose.

YOU MUST SET YOURSELF APART FOR HIM
From the moment you knew about your call and accepted it, God expected you not only to acknowledge that He had set you apart for His purpose, but that you in turn would set yourself apart for Him. He waits for you to consciously become sepa- rated unto Him and His purpose for your life by laying down everything else such as your plans, wishes and dreams for your future and the pull of the world with all its attractions.



It also means you must take special care of your spiritual development: a Christlike character, obedience, sensitivity to hearing God’s voice, recognition of His guidance and learning to open your heart to the teaching of the Holy Spirit.
All this does not just fall on you automatically. It only starts to develop when you deliberately set yourself apart and then make it your lifelong practice to walk with God.
It is vitally important that just as He has set us apart in His plan, we must also set ourselves apart for Him. If we fail to do this, we will easily become sidetracked by our desires and by the world around us, and we jeopardize our readiness.
Over and over we read this phrase in the Bible: “When the time was fulfilled . . .” It clearly shows that God has dates and exact times when His plan, or part of it, goes into effect.
You are on such a timetable in God’s plan. He has marked dates and hours when you are supposed to act on His Word and fulfill certain tasks assigned to you. Believe me, your spiritual growth must exactly match the task you are called to accom- plish. It will not if you do not give special attention to your development and readiness.
Your problem may be, at this point in your life, that you are very young in your faith and you have no experience, no guid- ance and not much understanding of God’s ways. The Bible is still full of major mysteries and difficulties, and you don’t know where to turn for direction.
If you are in such a situation, pray that the Lord will give you an understanding pastor or mature believers who can give you godly counsel. Read and study the Word diligently. Study the biographies of godly men and women, and draw on their wisdom and advice. Entreat the Lord to teach you through His Holy Spirit. In whatever area the Lord gives you light and un- derstanding, live it. If you live by the light He gives you, it will naturally lead to more light.


I was saved and called by the Lord during a two-week youth vacation held by a church that was 350 kilometers from my vil- lage. It was impossible for me to attend that church more than maybe once a year. In addition, I was very shy and not at all used to sharing my heart with anyone.
When I returned to my home, I had so many questions about my salvation as well as everything else. I decided to write them in a letter to the pastor who had led me to the Lord. A few days later he replied, and I was so grateful. He and his wife continued to pray for me. Whenever I had trouble with my new faith, I wrote another letter. He always wrote back within two or three days—I could count on it. He would share Bible verses, correct me and give me advice.
When I told this pastor that the Lord had called me for mis- sions, he took it very seriously. One day he wrote some advice in his letter that became the greatest help for me in making the right choices and decisions. This is what he wrote: “Your call must come first in your life, above everything else, including job, friendships and marriage.”
I accepted his advice, and I began to consciously live with it in mind. I discovered it to be the best protection from traps, sins and detours.
Practically, this meant for me that everything needed to line up with and further this call; otherwise, I must gladly give it up, regardless of the cost. This principle determined the places I would go, which friendships I could have, how I would spend my time, what I allowed my eyes to see and even my future plans for marriage.
I remember well the yearly high school parties and functions our whole class was required to attend. Part of the program didn’t line up with the convictions I had about my life and call. Knowing the embarrassment I would cause myself, I refused to participate in certain activities as the only one in my class.



My father took me and my sister to some of the social events of his club. It was important to him that we would be well- equipped to move within our society according to Western cul- ture.
One night, on the way home from such an event, I sat in the backseat of our car, looking out the window and thinking about the evening. It had been fun.
At that moment, the Lord began to speak to me in my heart. He said, “If you take part in this kind of lifestyle, it will take away your interest from Me and from your call. Your heart will be divided.”
Right there in the car, I made the decision to no longer go to these social events so my heart could focus on the purpose for which God had called me. I was not even 15 years old then, and I remained firm in my decision, even if it was impossible for my family to understand some of my new “ideas.”
Later, at nursing school, I had two roommates. They were nice, but their lifestyles and principles were not the same as mine. Among other things, both read magazines that were quite worldly and questionable. Because they left stacks of them on our table, I also began to look at those pictures and read some of the articles.
Again, the Lord reminded me that I must put my call first in my life, and therefore, I could not allow my mind to be filled with those things. That day, I decided that I would not touch those magazines again; and by God’s grace, I didn’t, even though they sat around our room for the next three years.
Because I had to consider God’s call first, I knew I never could marry an unbeliever, just a “normal” believer or even a pastor. The only person I could marry would be someone whom God had called for foreign missions. That eliminated almost ev- eryone. I was aware that I had to walk so carefully—I couldn’t waste my life. I had to wait for God’s choice and be willing


to stay alone rather than make a fatal mistake and jeopardize my call.
Paul wrote to Timothy, “Guard what has been entrusted to you” (1 Timothy 6:20).
God actually entrusted Timothy with many things. One of these was his call to the ministry. The job of guarding, accord- ing to Paul’s writing, was obviously not just heaven’s business but very much Timothy’s as well!
In the same way, your call is entrusted to you, and you must guard it. How can this be done? Accept safety limits, such as the advice I received, or set them up yourself. Believe me, it is hard enough to learn to be guided by the Spirit. Safety limits and boundaries are a great help to keep us going in the right direction.
From experience, I can tell you that the knowledge of God’s call on my life and my decision to put it first became the great- est protection for me as I grew up, waiting for the day when I could finally leave my home and begin to carry out the plan He had for me.

YOU WILL LIVE A SEPARATED LIFE
Your acceptance of God’s call and purpose for your life will lead you to live a separated life. I don’t mean that you will begin to act or talk strangely or go to the jungle to become a sadhu. No, you are the same person, living in the same hut, wearing the same clothes and going to the same school or workplace.
But you feel it—something has happened inside of you. You have become aware of God’s call, and with that awareness, your goals and interests will shift. In fact, your call will become your only goal. Very soon you will begin to evaluate everything you do in the light of your call.
You will find yourself different today than you were yesterday. As you look at the people walking down the streets of your village,



your heart will be gripped by their lostness. You feel something burning in your heart and tears running down your cheeks.
You will look at your friends with whom you used to share so much in common, and now you feel almost like a stranger. Very soon you will start to even act differently. When your friends sit around just to talk and waste time, you no longer find the desire to join them. Instead, you will be somewhere on your knees praying for God’s anointing. Instead of joining them when they play, you will study God’s Word every chance you can get. When they make plans to earn a lot of money, you will find yourself kneeling beside your bed, weeping and entreating the Lord for lost souls. When they want to go places, you will desire more than anything else to be among God’s people and in His house.
Oftentimes it will be harder for your family and friends to deal with you and to understand you because they knew you to be so completely different than you are now. They might feel ir- ritated or even unloved as a result of your new behavior. In their eyes, you have become a religious fanatic because you no longer care for the fun times you used to have together with them. You may feel very lonely because no one around you seems to share or understand your deep desire for God.
You must be sensitive and careful that the people you love don’t end up feeling totally rejected by you. By being sensitive, I don’t mean that you should compromise your commitment. But you must do all you can to show them extra love.
YOUR CALL WILL CONSUME YOU
One of the clear signs that you truly have God’s call on your life is that the inner knowledge of this call will not decrease but grow with every passing day. You can’t shake it off or forget about it. In fact, your awareness of God’s call will grow to the point at which it will consume you.


It will become all you think about and your only interest. Nothing else anyone could offer you—job, money or position— will satisfy you. Many nights you will not be able to sleep, but you will ponder instead about the years to come.
Your tears, your prayers, your highest hopes and your great- est longing will be to follow this call and to fulfill God’s plan for your life.
You will become so conscious of God’s call that it will be before your eyes day and night. It will be your first thought in the morning when you wake up and your last thought before you fall asleep at night. You will walk down the street, sit in the classroom at school, wait for the bus, work in the field, cook at the stove in your kitchen or wait at the intersection for the traf- fic light to turn green, and it will not leave you.
I remember so well how, many times at school, I found it hard to concentrate on the lectures of my teachers because my mind would wander off to the mission field and the years ahead.
YOU CAN’T WAIT TO GO
Some of us receive our calls at a time in our lives when we are able to go immediately to Bible school, learn under a pastor or start a ministry.
But if God calls you as a child or as a young teenager, chances are that it will be years before you can actually go to the mission field. You need to finish school and at least reach the minimum age in order to be accepted in a Bible school. Some mission organizations might have additional requirements, depending on what kind of ministry you will be doing.
I often used to sit down with a sheet of paper and count  out how many more years, months and days I had to wait until I could go. I would write something like this: “Three years to finish high school, one year of home economics school [which was required in order to enter nursing school], three years of



nursing school [most mission organizations I knew of in my country required a social profession], then Bible school, then the mission field.”
It was such a long list, and I was thankful for every year, every month and every day that went by. I was longing so much for the day when I could finally start doing something.
After three years of nursing school, graduation day finally arrived. Everyone in my class was excited about their future po- sitions in the local hospital, but my bags were already packed. I graduated in the morning, and in the evening I left. Three days later, I traveled to Switzerland to join an Operation Mobiliza- tion team for its summer outreach.
My parents and my friends told me, “You have studied so hard for three years—now you should at least work for a year to have some experience and to earn some money. Even if you don’t want to do that, at least stay home for a few months or weeks to rest after all your exams.” But my answer to them was, “I have waited for this day for so many years, and I can’t wait any longer. I must go now.”
There are several things that are very important to remem- ber as you wait for the day when you are free to go.
1. Don’t allow or tolerate anything to come into your life that could cause you to lose sight of your call or hinder your readiness and availabil- ity. Don’t allow yourself to become ensnared by the love of the world, by going into large financial debts that would tie you down for years to come or by friendships that hinder your growth. None of these things is worth it. Get rid of them, give them up, throw them away. Keep yourself separated unto Him alone.
2. Be careful that you don’t live so much in the future that you are no good for the present. If you don’t take your present job, your school or your responsibilities seriously, you can easily hurt your testimony and the name of the Lord.
Take Jesus as your example and learn from His life how to


deal with the time you have until you can go. When Jesus was 12, He knew that He needed to be in His Father’s house, yet He had to wait 18 more years, until He was 30, before the Father told Him, “Now the time has come.”
What did He do in the meantime? Luke 2:51 says that He was in subjection to His parents. According to the traditions of that time, He must have done carpenter work like Joseph. Jesus had the most important call in the universe: to redeem fallen mankind. Yet His Father expected Him to be faithful at what He did until it was time.
3. Prepare yourself. Preparation for your ministry does not start the day you enter Bible school or when you preach your first sermon. It starts the moment after you have accepted God’s call to serve Him!
Don’t just look for special seminars or conferences. View ev- erything that God allows to come your way as part of your prepa- ration. You see, God wants to build your character and develop the fruit of the Holy Spirit in your life: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful- ness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22–23).
Unless that happens, all the knowledge you accumulate in your head will not do much good. God wants depth in your life, and a Christlike character that portrays Jesus before the world without any words.
Read and study the Bible as much as you can. Memorize Scriptures. Read books, especially biographies. Make notes when you hear others preach and teach. Pray much.
Witness, pass out tracts and take part in the outreach of your church. Attend your church faithfully. Help and support the efforts of your pastor and the leadership of your church in whatever way you can. Be willing to do any kind of service, such as cleaning the church, setting up chairs, carrying literature, running errands and so on.



Be faithful in small things! Encourage others. Rejoice in learn- ing to be a servant. Gladly do anything the Lord allows you to do. Remember, if He plans to make a leader out of you, He will teach you first how to be a servant.
GOD’S ANOINTING WILL BECOME EVIDENT
If God’s call and anointing is upon your life, you don’t have to fight and argue to prove  to people that they should listen   to you or give you a chance to preach in their church. In fact, you don’t have to tell anyone. People will recognize God’s call on your life because it will become evident that the Lord is with you.
Joshua took the leadership of the children of Israel after Mo- ses’ death. Surely he must have wondered whether the people would accept him and if he could ever live up to their expec- tations, because they would undoubtedly compare him with Moses.
In Joshua 1:5 God promised Joshua: “Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.”
Then when Joshua and the people of Israel stood before the Jordan River, the Lord told Joshua, “This day I will begin to ex- alt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you” (Joshua 3:7).
God took it upon Himself to endorse Joshua’s ministry and to show everyone that indeed Joshua had God’s call and anoint- ing on his life. This definitely became evident to all when the Jordan River parted and Israel crossed over on dry ground, just as Joshua had told them it would. We read the result in Joshua 4:14: “On that day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; so that they revered [feared] him, just as they had revered Moses all the days of his life.”
Samuel didn’t have to proclaim to all Israel that he had been called to be God’s prophet. Nor did his parents or Eli have to


go door to door and convince people. Everyone recognized it, because it was God who had called him and who personally saw to the publicity on Samuel’s behalf.
We read this in 1 Samuel 3:19 and 20: “Thus Samuel grew and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fail. And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the LORD.”
David the shepherd boy was anointed by Samuel to be the next king of Israel. In 1 Samuel 16:13 we read, “And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.”
People around David couldn’t help but recognize it. When Saul was looking for a musician to calm him down, he was told by a young man: “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethle- hemite who is a skillful musician . . . and the LORD is with him” (1 Samuel 16:18).
All of Israel first saw the evidence of his anointing when Da- vid killed Goliath; and from then on they saw it continuously, because in everything David did, the Lord was with him.
And David was prospering in all his ways for the LORD was with him. When Saul saw that he was prospering greatly, he dreaded him. But all Israel and Judah loved David, and he went out and came in before them. And it happened as often as they went out, that David behaved himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul. So his name was highly esteemed (1 Samuel 18:14–16, 30).
In the New Testament we see the same thing. Whenever God called and anointed someone, God Himself did the adver- tisement for their ministry, by confirming the words they spoke with signs and wonders.
Therefore they [Paul and Barnabas] spent a long time there [in Iconium] speaking boldly with reliance upon the Lord,



who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by their hands (Acts 14:3).
When Peter and John were arrested after healing the para- lyzed man at the temple gate in the name of Jesus, they were on trial before the elders and scribes. The moment they spoke, even their enemies could see their anointing. We read this in Acts 4:13:
Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John, and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were marveling, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.
When you realize that you don’t need to convince people about your call and qualifications for the ministry, you will have peace in your heart, even if they ignore you and don’t give you a chance to prove it. God will confirm you. Walk humbly with the Lord, and He will exalt you, in His time. That is His promise in James 4:10.
I remember a brother who had God’s call on his life. After finishing Bible school, he joined a Gospel team. He immedi- ately wanted to be a leader. He expected others to recognize his superior ability to preach and his qualifications to make deci- sions. He desperately wanted others to respect him; therefore, he was dissatisfied with the simple accommodations he had and that he was supposed to use a bus for transportation.
Within one day of visiting an outreach led by an older evan- gelist, he was passing judgment over this brother’s methods. He never considered the fact that the older brother had been a pioneer worker for more than 20 years, that he had established quite a number of churches and that he had won hundreds of people to Christ.
I also met a sister who had talent in so many areas that she


was more qualified for leadership than all the other girls on her Gospel team. Her method of trying to prove to others that she should rightfully be in charge was by complaining to her team members about their present leader. She would constantly point out that she knew much more than her leader and that she was not given the respect that she deserved according to her abilities.
If God has called you to serve Him, these two examples prob- ably illustrate the most destructive ways for you to begin your ministry and to be recognized as the Lord’s servant!
Having this kind of approach and attitude, even secretly, clearly testifies of a heart filled with pride. In that case, you force God to break you before He can ever use you. James 4:6 tells us, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
According to this verse, God will have no other choice but to humble you; otherwise, you cannot qualify for any job in His kingdom.
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)GOD’S CALL TO A WOMAN

believe there are basically two ways in which God calls a woman to serve Him full-time:
1. A clear call to her to work as a lady missionary
2. A call her husband has received that automatically includes her In many Asian cultures, the truly effective way to reach the women, who often live very restricted and secluded lives, is for
another woman to go and share Jesus with them.
If the girl the Lord has called to such a ministry is unmar- ried, she should work under the leadership of a church, a mis- sion work, a team of sisters, an older Bible woman or a married couple who is in the ministry.
This is very important for the name of the Lord as well as for her reputation, protection and acceptance in the culture in which she serves. It is good if she is bold and fearless in sharing the Gospel, but she must be very sensitive to consider the rules of her society; otherwise, her efforts will be hindered and her message rejected.
If the girl wishes to get married, she must clearly tell her parents and her pastor that she will only be able to accept the



proposal of a Gospel worker—otherwise, her service for the Lord might be over!
In some cases, it might be very difficult for the parents to give their consent, especially if they are unbelievers. However, prayer can change their hearts, and the Lord is faithful.
If God calls a married woman, she definitely needs to get permission from her husband to visit other villages and work with a team. If he doesn’t allow her to go, she should joyfully witness wherever and whenever she has the opportunity. She should ask the Lord to send people to her door; and she will be surprised how many will come her way.
She should not nag her husband, condemn him, talk nega- tively at church about his attitude or neglect her care for him. On the contrary, she should treat him with respect and pray diligently that the Lord will change his heart. If he sees how she treats him with so much extra kindness and love, his heart will be touched and changed by her godly attitude.
This advice was given by Peter to ladies who had unbelieving husbands (1 Peter 3:1–6). However, it works equally well if they are believers and need a change of heart.
Perhaps one of the more complicated cases is when a mar- ried man receives God’s call to serve Him and he has a wife who is a believer, but she has no interest or desire to serve the Lord. I have met brothers like this, and I feel deeply sorry for them.
They are very lonely in their hearts, and they are forced to bear the burdens of their ministry without encouragement or sup- port from their wives.
These men actually have to fight the devil on two fronts: first on their mission field and then at home. There is no question that their last bit of strength will be absolutely drained when they come home and all they can look forward to are complaints and family problems. Not only will this be an added hardship, but it will discredit the ministry in the eyes of everyone around them.
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Whatever reasons these women have to resent their hus- bands’ calls, they will not be considered valid in God’s sight. You see, according to Genesis 2:4, God does not look at a couple as two separate beings, each pursuing their own lives. No, He brought them together to be one unit. This means “together” in every way—physically as well as spiritually.
As women, whether we like it or not, God has created us to be helpmates to our husbands. This means that our God-given purpose as wives is to help our husbands in all that God has given them to accomplish. Therefore, when a husband is called to full-time ministry, his wife is automatically included in this call as his helper! Eve was included in God’s plan for Adam’s life, as Sarah was included in God’s purpose for Abraham. God didn’t even ask for Eve’s or Sarah’s consent! Because they were married, when He gave orders to their husbands, He expected the wives to start helping fulfill their husbands’ calls.
To be automatically included as a helper does not mean at all that a wife should take up fixing cars, farming or preaching just because it’s her husband’s call or purpose. It means, first of all, for her to be in total agreement with her husband and submitted in her heart to him. Second, it means that she must support and help him in every way she can.
As the wife of a Gospel worker, her call to help will include prayer and emotional support for her husband. She will help bear his burdens. Perhaps it will mean extending hospitality, learning to counsel or teach a class, going with him from door to door, being joyful and encouraged when things get tough and being willing to suffer alongside him. Most of all, her job must be to help her husband succeed in fulfilling God’s call. God will reward her along with her husband, as He did with Sarah, because they are working as one.
If a wife rejects her husband’s call, it might be that she doesn’t understand her purpose to be a helper or that she has



a serious misunderstanding about the lordship of Christ in her life. Helping her will perhaps take some teaching, patience, ex- tra love, wisdom and much prayer on her husband’s part. To be forced into submission or into accepting a call will not produce any good fruit. God needs to do the work in her heart as her husband intercedes on her behalf.
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I
)FINDING GOD’S CHOICE

f you are preparing for the ministry, the choice of your marriage partner is the most crucial one of your entire
life, next to your salvation. A wrong decision in this area can severely cripple your future service for the Lord, whereas a right one can multiply your effectiveness many times over.
As believers, we know that our Heavenly Father has a plan for each of our lives. If this plan includes marriage, then it will also include His choice of partner for us and the right time to make this commitment.
All of this sounds wonderful and spiritual, but how is it possible to know practically which person you are supposed to marry?
Please know this: Whether you live in a culture where your parents select your mate or you live in one where this is your own responsibility, God is well able to work through any human system to accomplish His purpose.
Above all, you must seek God’s direction and guidance for your decision. Don’t just start praying when you are ready to get married. You should start years earlier, if at all possible. Pray for



your future wife or husband, that God will prepare you for one another and for your ministry together. Pray for each other’s protection, purity, commitment to the Lord and for your future family life.
During the past few years, some of the young people in my husband’s family have wanted to know my opinion on some of the marriage proposals they received.
I really don’t feel qualified to judge a person’s heart, es- pecially after seeing him or her only one time and at such an official occasion. Most of the time at these proposal talks, my impression was that the young people involved were very intimi- dated by all the relatives staring at them, and they were scared and anxious about behaving and saying just the right things expected of them.
On a few of these occasions it seemed that the girl’s par- ents would answer all the questions directed to their daughter. I only hoped that in her heart she felt exactly as her parents represented her. It would be a tragedy for her future life if her parents only said these things on her behalf in order to make the proposal a success.
If you have a call to serve the Lord and you are still unmar- ried, I would like to share some advice with you that I gave to some of the young people in our family and our Bible schools. Before you ever look for a wife or a husband, first find out what you want to do with your life, and then look for a marriage partner who will match your vision. Don’t ever plan to marry someone with the hope of changing his or her attitude or com- mitment to the Lord or the ministry afterward. It will not work,
at least not apart from a miracle by God Himself.
After my husband and I were married, he told me that a number of years before when he started to pray for his future wife, he made a list of seven specific qualifications she needed to have in order to match the vision God had put in his heart
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for his ministry. I am glad that I only found out about the list after our marriage! However, if you have a clear picture in your mind of the type of person you should pray and wait for, it is definitely a great help in making such an important decision.
If you are a young lady, know that you will have to be pre- pared to lay down your own plans in order to help fulfill your husband’s call. However, if the Lord has entrusted you with a call to a specific mission field, pray for someone whom the Lord has called to serve there as well.
If a proposal comes for you, you must have the courage to tell your parents and anyone else involved with this responsibil- ity how you believe God wants to use your life. As a believer, whether you marry a Gospel worker or not, be very honest with your answers during a proposal interview. Don’t pretend a spiri- tuality that you don’t live, and don’t give the impression that you are willing to go to a pioneer field far from your relatives, when in your heart you know you never would want to go. To give the wrong impression will only complicate your own life as well as your husband’s.
If you are a young man and God has called you to a tribal area, a pioneer field in North India or to a traveling ministry, explain honestly to your future wife the cost involved in being married to you. For example, she might have to leave her rela- tives, her village and home state, learn another language, eat strange food and accept possible suffering, poverty and persecu- tion. If all you know is that God has called you to serve Him, help her understand clearly that she has to be willing to go with you wherever God sends you.
Of course, the person you consider marrying must have a personal walk with the Lord and a good report about his or her commitment and service from the pastor, other believers and neighbors. That walk has to be there independent of and prior to any proposal; otherwise, it might not last beyond the wedding day.



In the midst of all these decisions, let God’s peace be your guide and rule your heart (Colossians 3:15). Make it your prior- ity to seek His kingdom first.
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)WANTED POSTER

id you know that your picture is displayed on a want- ed poster in hell?
Every time you succeed for Jesus, the price on your head goes up. If you belong to Jesus and your life has become in any way a threat to Satan’s rule, you are known in hell!
Do you remember the story of the seven sons of Sceva in Acts 19? They were exorcists trying to free a man from an evil spirit. They themselves had never accepted Christ, but they tried to use His name for their mantra, hoping it would be the magic to cast out this devil. When the demon encountered them he said, “I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?” (Acts 19:15).
The demon of course knew Jesus from eternity past, and also because of the defeat Satan suffered through the death and resurrection of the Son of God. He also knew Paul because he had seen his picture on the bulletin board in hell, and he had heard of his dangerous reputation.
When you study a wanted poster the police put up, you will find not only the picture of the criminal at large, but also his



full name and a description that includes age, height, weight, hair color, eye color and other identification marks such as scars and birthmarks. Then of course there will be the charge, which can be anything from theft to assault to murder.
Hell has a name and a detailed description on your wanted poster as well. You have been studied carefully, and your weak- nesses are written on your poster, so that whoever is assigned to attack you can zero in on your weak spots and not mistakenly on your strengths.
When we read and study the Bible about the devil and his demons, we realize that whole countries are under the authority of different demonic rulers. Each one seems to have a hierarchy of demon forces under him, assigned to oversee and rule vari- ous areas.
When you as a missionary step into a pioneer field, you must realize that your coming is a declaration of war. If there have never been any Christians before you, you also must realize that the demonic powers you encounter have never seen defeat be- fore. Of course, Jesus overthrew Satan at the cross, and all of his demons know very well that one day their end will come. But try to imagine that these demons have been in authority over this country and this district since the fall of Adam, and pos- sibly even since Lucifer and his demons were cast out of heaven. For thousands of years they have never had to move, given up their ground or even been challenged. As soon as people moved into these areas and built villages, these powers of darkness en- slaved them as well.
In other countries and areas where true Christianity came hundreds of years ago, the demonic rulers of these places have had to move and relocate many times. Every time revival took place, they had to retreat. They know defeat from experience.
But you are now standing on the ground of a pioneer field where you will be the first one to challenge them in the name
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of Jesus. They are not used to this, and they have never tasted defeat in their own domain before. Please know that the devil will not give up any inch of his ground without a battle. And because you carry the name of Jesus to this village, you are the target.
I am not writing all this to scare you or to make you think more about the devil than is necessary. But I truly desire that you be aware of the reality of the warfare in the spirit world, so that you will keep on the alert and be prepared.
Perhaps you wonder why we still have to fight such difficult warfare when Satan was already defeated at Calvary. Why do we have to be so careful how we fight this battle? As children of God, are we not invincible? As heirs to the throne, are we not destined for victory? Do we not have the weapons of warfare and the power of the Spirit? And did not Jesus promise to be with us always? Yes, all this is true and more.
However, the realities of a final victory and the presence of Jesus with us do not eliminate the battle!
Our situation is the same as in the Old Testament when Joshua and the children of Israel were about to cross the Jordan River to enter the land of Canaan. The land was promised by God Himself to Abraham and to all his descendants. God con- firmed His promise to the very generation that would actually set foot on the land to take possession of it. He even gave Joshua this tremendous promise:
Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jor- dan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Mo- ses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun, will be your territory.


No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them (Joshua 1:2–6).
But as you know from the story, the occupants of the land did not drop dead or surrender the moment the children of Israel crossed the Jordan River. They had to fight for every piece of ground. God’s presence was with them, the promise was there, the victory was declared in the heavens; but they still had to take the land step by step, driving out the enemy from each town, each village and each corner of their land.
For 2,000 years now the victory has been ours, yet the terri- tory remains to be taken and this is our task.
By the way, God doesn’t consider it to be a defeat if we face persecution, suffering or even death while we drive out the en- emy and take the land. In fact, the death and resurrection of Jesus won the greatest victory ever, and the blood of many mar- tyrs that have gone before us caused the fastest growth of the Church.
The devil takes your coming to this pioneer field very per- sonally and very seriously. He will throw all his resources and all his past experience into the fight, hoping to gain one more day, one more week or one more year before he has to move.
Your invasion of his territory is for him a clear sign that the coming of Jesus must be very, very near. He knows that if he can drive you off, silence you or eliminate you altogether, he has gained a little more time.
He knows very well that as long as you walk in humility and obedience, totally depending on Jesus and in the power of the Holy Spirit, he has no chance at all to overcome you, for you will be truly invincible. Therefore, he has carefully studied your



weaknesses to find a way to trip you up and then to finish you off completely.
Jesus knows that in our own strength and with our own wis- dom we are no match for the devil, regardless of how educated and experienced we might be. This is why Jesus told His dis- ciples to watch and pray (Matthew 26:41) and to keep on the alert at all times (Luke 21:36).
Paul realized that the moment we drop our guard and make even a tiny compromise, we provide a crack in the door for Sa- tan to come in and wound us. Because of this, Paul warned the believers in Romans 13:14, “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.” With this verse Paul means that we ourselves are responsible to make no provision, that is, to give no chance and no opportunity for the flesh in regard to its lusts.
The flesh represents my old unsaved nature, which is totally selfish, rebellious, undisciplined and unwilling to obey God. Its lusts are the lures and ways of fulfilling the desires of this nature, which manifests itself in greed, envy, pride, immorality, self-gratification at the expense of others, anger and so on.
Along the way, when you find yourself and your ministry suddenly affected by any of these symptoms, Paul declares that this does not happen to you by chance. According to Romans 13:14, somewhere in the past you gave a little room, a little se- cret thought to the flesh.
Do you remember when you felt jealous that your co-worker was honored above you by your leader? Do you remember when you pretended you were glad that this other brother got a ve- hicle and some extra money for his ministry? Do you remember when you allowed pride to take over, and you felt others should have given you more honor and respect for your position? All these were only thoughts and feelings not followed by drastic


outward actions, and you entertained them only for a few brief moments or days before you laid them aside. You considered them not important enough to ask forgiveness or to confess them to the Lord to receive His cleansing. However, hell no- ticed and made a record of it on your wanted poster. These very incidents become the weak spots that give the enemy the opportunity, a few months or years later, to be successful in an attack on you.
Our responsibility to prevent this from happening is two- fold:
First of all, we must walk in the light and immediately receive cleansing and forgiveness for even what seem to be insignificant failures and sins.
Second, the Bible instructs us that we must put on the Lord Jesus Christ. This means that I must consciously and deliber- ately put Him on like clothing, until all of me is covered by all of Him. This is how I will look:
· His mind becomes mine and I will think the way He thinks.
“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5, KJV).
· His eyes become mine and they see what He sees. “Behold,
I say to you, lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest” (John 4:35).
· His ears become mine and they hear what the Father
speaks. “And the things which I heard from Him, these I speak to the world” (John 8:26).
· His hands, His feet, His mouth will become mine and they
will all cooperate to go, to preach and to bring freedom, deliverance and healing to others. “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons; freely



you received, freely give” (Matthew 10:7–8). “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation’ ” (Mark 16:15).
· His will becomes mine and I desire nothing that He would
not want. “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work” (John 4:34).
· His heart, with His kindness, love and compassion, will
become mine. “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you” (John 15:12).
· His servanthood will become the way I serve. “If I then, the
Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet” (John 13:14). “It is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ran- som for many” (Matthew 20:26–28).
· His humility and gentleness will become part of my charac-
ter. “Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:29).
It all starts with my deliberate decision to put on Jesus in- stead of making room for my flesh to have its own way. The Bible tells us that our flesh must be crucified: “Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Galatians 5:24).
Never expect this to happen automatically! My flesh does not crucify itself. I must do it. The Holy Spirit will direct and help me—but only as far as I am willing to go. Without crucify- ing the flesh, there is no way to put on Jesus. It is either one or the other.


If I put on Jesus to cover every part of my being, the devil will not find a single weak point, because now through Jesus my weakness has become my strength (2 Corinthians 12:10).
Remember, as long as you are a hindrance to Satan’s king- dom, you will remain on his “most wanted” list.
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few years ago, a sensational story spread like wildfire all over Kerala and other parts of India.
A chemist had successfully blended some herbs together and in the process discovered a hair tonic that he proclaimed as the miracle cure for hair loss and baldness. The newspapers pub- lished pictures of people who testified about the amazing results they experienced after using this product.
The response was astonishing. People stood in lines several kilometers long to get a bottle of this secret hair tonic formula for themselves. Months later, the real truth came out: The hair tonic was a fake. It never did what its manufacturer claimed it would do.
I believe that we can get a lot of people interested and excited if we promise to reveal a hidden secret or mystery to them.
Do you know that God challenges us that if we call to Him, He too will tell us mysteries? Jeremiah 33:3 says, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.”



God spoke these words to Jeremiah the prophet just before the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar’s army. He couldn’t have spoken it into a more desperate situation. The Chaldeans were besieging the city, and the prophet was in cus- tody of the guard by order of the king. Jeremiah’s message had been rejected. He was accused of being a collaborator with the enemy because he had foretold that Jerusalem would fall and be burned with fire.
To Jeremiah it must have looked like there would be noth- ing left of Israel and Judah after the Chaldeans were finished. But God had great and mighty plans in mind that would come to pass in the future, and He was ready to share them with Jer- emiah and anyone else who cared to hear them.
At that moment in Jeremiah’s ministry, nothing looked great and mighty: no miracles, no deliverance, no converts! All he could see were destruction and chaos. Yet God spoke about great and mighty things that Jeremiah couldn’t even begin to imagine. God revealed to His prophet that He would have mer- cy, that He would restore the land and His people, and that once again there would be joy and peace.
Do you know that when Jesus looked at Peter, He saw great and mighty things that Peter couldn’t see about himself? Pe- ter saw himself sinking in the water, speaking up at the wrong times, making promises he couldn’t keep and denying Jesus.
But Jesus saw an apostle who would stand up boldly to pro- claim the Gospel, lead the Church, be the first one to take the Gospel to the heathen and be faithful until death.
I believe there are many secrets that God has that we know very little or nothing about. For instance, how can we under- stand all the events in the book of Revelation or know every- thing about the universe, the angels, God Himself or eternity?
However, there is one mystery that the believers of Old Tes- tament times didn’t know about at all, or perhaps had only a
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glimpse of it in prophecies but couldn’t understand its meaning. This mystery is something great and mighty, and it is about us! Perhaps you think, “There is surely nothing great and mighty about me—at least I can’t see anything.” Maybe you are like these
Old Testament believers, and you haven’t discovered it—yet.
Knowing this mystery is very important for our lives and es- pecially for our ministries. However, if we don’t know about it, it will not benefit us at all. We will be like a beggar who has a bank account in his name with 1 million rupees in it, but no one has told him. He remains a beggar in spite of all the wealth that rightfully could be at his disposal.
Our Christian lives, as well as our service to the Lord, will be weak, discouraging and often without much fruit if we aren’t aware of these great and mighty things about ourselves. God is eager and willing to tell us this mystery, under one condition: if we call.

THE GREATEST MYSTERY AND THE MIGHTIEST THING—ABOUT ME
Paul wrote in a number of his letters about the mystery  God has revealed to His people in the New Testament. It is the mightiest thing that can ever happen to a person:
. . . that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory (Colossians 1:26–27).
Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? (1 Corinthians 3:16).
I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me (Galatians 2:20).


But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpass- ing greatness of the power may be of God and not from our- selves (2 Corinthians 4:7).
In times past, even the greatest of saints could not imagine in their wildest dreams that the God of the universe would actually come and indwell every New Testament believer. Just think about the revelation of God that the Old Testament be- lievers had:
Adam and Eve knew God more closely than anyone after them. They sinned once, and it cost them their relationship with Him and living in paradise. It earned them hard work, suf- fering and death not only for themselves but also for all the gen- erations to come. An angel with a flaming sword stood guard at the entrance of their lost paradise, never allowing them to go back in.
Noah knew God as the One who destroyed every living thing that was not in the ark.
Abraham knew God as One who kept His promise but at the same time required a level of commitment, faith and obedi- ence that made him an alien in a foreign land and caused him to be willing to sacrifice his only son.
The children of Israel saw God bringing great judgment over Pharaoh and all of Egypt and, in the end, drowning the en- tire Egyptian army in the Red Sea. Their revelation of God gave them an understanding that He was loving and merciful, pro- vided for their needs, and delivered and protected them from their enemies—as long as they kept all His rules and didn’t do anything to provoke Him.
At the same time, it was one of their most frightening experi- ences just to stand in His presence and listen to His voice. The mountain quaked violently; there were flashes of lightning and thunder, thick smoke, a loud trumpet and then a voice that scared them to death. Whenever they broke one of God’s laws,



death would follow. All this caused them to worship their God with fear and trembling.
Of course, many of the Old Testament believers had a closer relationship with God than most:
Enoch walked with God and was taken up.
Abraham was God’s friend.
Moses spoke to Him face-to-face.
David was a man after God’s own heart.
Elijah experienced mighty miracles in his ministry.
Daniel received amazing visions and revelations.
The Spirit of God came on some of these saints and proph- ets in a mighty way—but definitely not on every one in Israel. This doesn’t mean that these believers in Jehovah did not love their God. They did—but with fear and trembling, and at a dis- tance.
The Old Testament prophets, of course, foretold that one day God would pour out His Spirit over all flesh, change hearts of stone into hearts of flesh and cause people to seek the true and living God.
The interpretation of such prophecies must have been that one day true revival would come to Israel and people would turn to Jehovah, which would of course result in true worship and righteousness in their land. They would not have been able to imagine that the same God who answers by fire would actu- ally come to live in the heart of a New Testament believer.
They would have trembled with fear at such a prospect and expected that this believer would live a very short life. One wrong thought, one wrong word, and the holy and righteous God would surely strike that person dead.
Only in Jesus did we receive the complete revelation of God. We discovered that our God is not only holy and righteous,  but He is also merciful, compassionate and full of love. In fact, the Bible says that He is love. This love found a way to make


us righteous by sacrificing Himself as a payment for our sin. Because He Himself died for us, we were able to become a clean temple for God to indwell us.
Without this revelation, I believe that no one would have dared to ask Jesus into his heart. But now, we have this trea- sure—Jesus—in an earthen vessel—us! The Spirit of God has come to dwell in us permanently, never to leave us. Truly Christ in us, the hope of glory, is the greatest and mightiest thing God could have ever planned for our lives here on earth.
It has suddenly become possible to know Him and the power of His resurrection, not from afar but very closely. You see, I do not live any longer, but Christ lives in me and through me.
The mystery about us is this: We, as believers, contain the mightiest power of the universe—God Himself (Christ in us). We, the container or vessel, might not look impressive at all, but it’s what’s in us that counts!
Our son Daniel likes firecrackers. Some of them look so small and innocent. But wait until he lights them! They are “dynamite”! You see, the packaging is not what’s important, but the content.
We are a walking package of God’s dynamite. We are the wrapper and Jesus is the dynamite. Actually, the comparison with a firecracker is too weak, because the firecracker and the powder in it are usable only one time. Jesus in us is a perma- nent, self-charging dynamite that never loses its power and is always ready to explode and make an impact!
Do you know what this revelation that Paul talks about means for your life and your ministry? It actually means that because of Jesus in you, there are no limits for God to work through your life!
· With Christ in you, all things are possible.
· He is able to win every battle.



· There are no limits to His power.
· In Him, you have all you ever need.
· Because of Him living in you, you are a new creation; you
are an overcomer and you are permitted to come boldly to the throne of grace.
Can you recognize this mystery? Can you see it and live it? Dear brother, dear sister, if you do not understand this mystery in your life and ministry, you will always limit God.
OUR SPIRIT MUST KNOW IT
Perhaps you knew all these mighty things long ago, and you have read them a thousand times, but they never did anything for you. Perhaps the problem is that your head knows it, but your spirit doesn’t know it yet, and therefore you cannot live by it.
God told Jeremiah to call to Him so He could in turn tell him these wonderful things that he didn’t know or couldn’t even imagine in his present condition. God was able to speak to Jeremiah in such a way that the words he heard were not just in Jeremiah’s head or on a scroll, but they went deep into his heart, or spirit. They became such a powerful part of his life that Jeremiah was able to believe them, proclaim them, look for their fulfillment and live by these promises of God.
In the very same way, we must ask God to speak these mighty things to our spirits so we can live by them. Unless they are in our spirit, all these great things are useless to us, because we are not able to apply them.
But how do we get God’s message from our heads to our hearts, or spirits? The secret is this: Call to Him. When God speaks, He never speaks to the head—He always speaks to the heart. He has given us this promise: “I will tell you.” This means, “I will tell your spirit.”


I remember a night when I was troubled about a need I had. In fact, I felt sad and discouraged, and I couldn’t sleep. I knew God’s promises, but they seemed so far away and my need was so real.
I got up from my bed, took my Bible and went into the kitch- en. My desire was for God to speak His promises into my heart so they could become real to me. After I sat down at the table, I opened my Bible to read Matthew 6:31–32:
Do not be anxious then, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “With what shall we clothe our- selves?” For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
I underlined “Do not be anxious . . . for your heavenly Fa- ther knows that you need all these things.” For me, it was so important that God knew my need, that He was aware of it. However, the words seemed to be just on the paper, but not in my spirit.
I began to read this one sentence over and over to myself for several hours. As I did this, I began to realize that slowly some of the words had started to penetrate my heart. I kept reading until my spirit got the message: “Don’t be anxious—for your heavenly Father knows.”
Do you know what happened when my spirit was able to grasp this truth? It created faith. And faith can already see God’s answer before it happens. Instead of tears and an anxious heart, I went to bed with real joy and peace, knowing beyond the shadow of a doubt that my Father knew my need and that He would meet it.
Call to the Lord and ask Him to speak into your spirit what it truly means that Christ is living in you.
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od’s call is on your life. You have just finished Bible school, and you are excited and ready to launch out.
Yesterday you heard your Bible school principal give the fare- well message at your graduation. At the end of the service, you and the others knelt down before the Lord to dedicate your lives to take the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the unreached villages of your country.
Today you boarded a train that will take you to a pioneer field you have never seen before and to a people who not only speak a different language, but whose lifestyle and customs are almost opposite to your own.
As you travel along, you wonder if you will be able to learn their language, eat their food, win their trust and plant a church. Yesterday everything looked so exciting, but today fear grips your heart, especially when you consider your own abilities and qualifications. Again and again you ask yourself: “What hap- pens if God’s call and plan are too much and too high for me to accomplish?”



• • • • •
Perhaps you have already worked for the past five years in a district of Bihar. You know without a doubt that God has called you to this place. But nothing much seems to happen. You’ve fasted, you’ve prayed, you’ve preached, you’ve witnessed; but the fruit seems so meager: a handful of believers scattered over several villages. God specifically told you to establish a church in each of the 27 villages of this district. But after all your ef- forts, there is only one small gathering of about eight believers. You look back over the past five years, and you ask yourself with fear and trembling, “Did I fail? Was the call too high for me? Do I lack the abilities it takes to do the job? Should God have called someone else to do this work—someone with more
education, more experience and more power?”
• • • • •
Perhaps you have already established a good work in a pio- neer field. But two months ago, you made some foolish deci- sions that caused several of your co-workers to leave. At the time, you considered the welfare of your family, but you forgot to evaluate how your co-workers might feel. When you saw the damaging effects of your choice, you immediately called for a meeting, reversed your decision and asked your co-workers for forgiveness.
Right now it seems as though the problem has been solved, and peace returned within the team. However, you feel humili- ated, and you are angry with yourself for having made such a mistake. You should have known better, especially since God has entrusted you with the leadership of this work. Now you have doubts if you really have what it takes to oversee this pi- oneer work and to be the example of a leader that your co- workers need.
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• • • • •
I believe there will be times in our service for the Lord when each of us comes to a place where we wonder whether God’s call is too much to accomplish, and we fear that we cannot do it. I have found a passage in the New Testament that deals with this issue. It has encouraged me many times when I wonder whether I am the right person for the job I am called to do:
Now great multitudes were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he can- not be My disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
“For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foun- dation, and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’
“Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and take counsel whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks terms of peace. So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions” (Luke 14:25–33).
When Jesus spoke to the multitude that had gathered around Him, He clearly outlined the cost of discipleship and how His potential followers should go about making the decision wheth- er or not to follow Him.
Much of the crowd was there because of the great miracles He performed. Never had they seen anyone who could multiply


bread to feed 5,000, heal the lepers, open blind eyes, raise the dead and cast out demons. His teaching was wonderful and distinctly different from their religious leaders. He spoke with authority yet with such love that God seemed very near to them. Sometimes some of these scribes or Pharisees would show up to debate Him or to ask trick questions. Wherever Jesus showed up, there was excitement, and people were eager to get in on the action!
Jesus was able to discern the mixed motives of the crowd, as well as the true hunger for the living God that some of the people had. He loved them all, but He knew He could never build God’s kingdom with people who followed Him blindly, unaware of the price tag of discipleship.
You see, Jesus clearly saw the cross ahead of Him and His fol- lowers, down through the centuries to come. To truly become His disciple, each person had to make a conscious, careful and deliberate decision that would last a lifetime—one that included no thought of turning back, however heated the battle might become.
Jesus illustrated the seriousness of such a decision in Luke 14:28–31:
For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foun- dation, and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, “This man began to build and was not able to finish.”
Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and take counsel whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand?
Jesus told about a man who wanted to build a tower. The first step he took was not to go out to buy material, hire workers



or lay the foundation stone. Jesus said that before this man ever started building anything, the most logical, normal and absolutely necessary step was to sit down, evaluate the whole building project, calculate the expense and figure out if he has enough money to be able to complete the job.
To further explain and clarify His point, Jesus told the crowd that there is no king anywhere who would be so foolish as to go into battle without first sitting down and evaluating the strength of his army in comparison to the army of the enemy. Based on his careful investigation, the king would then make his decision whether to go to war or not.
From these two stories, we can easily see that Jesus has no intention at all of tricking anyone into joining His army by cov- ering up the cost. I believe that we also have the responsibility to ourselves, and to the rest of the Body of Christ, to clearly under- stand and present the terms of discipleship. In this way, every one of us can make up his or her mind as to how far and how deep we want to go in our commitment to Christ. However, in order for  Jesus to build His Church, He needs more than just  a crowd of spectators and more than just merely believers. He needs disciples.
This passage of Scripture not only helps us make vital de- cisions regarding our Christian walk, but it reveals something very, very important about our God and about His call for us to serve Him. You see, when Jesus counseled people, He didn’t just pass out good neighborly advice or solve their problems with superior intelligence or knowledge of human psychology.
Whenever we read any of His spoken words, we must re- member that Jesus Himself is the Way, the Truth and the Life. He is the Wisdom of God. Therefore, whatever truth He spoke was not human wisdom, but the eternal words and revelations of God. Whatever Jesus proclaimed and commanded us to do here on earth was exactly what He had seen being the normal practice


in heaven. This is why His words and actions were so revolution- ary, so offensive and so out of this world. For example:
Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you (Matthew 5:44).
Do not be anxious for tomorrow (Matthew 6:34).
But the greatest among you shall be your servant (Matthew 23:11).
Do you remember the prayer He taught His disciples? One of the lines in it goes like this: “Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).
For Jesus, there was no doubt that the right and only ac- ceptable ways of worship, relationship and life altogether were how all these were already done in heaven. Therefore, He lived according to heaven’s rules and heaven’s example. He wanted all His followers to adopt and implement “the heavenly way of doing things” right here on earth in their everyday life and in their service to Him.
In this Scripture from Luke, Jesus explains to the crowd what the right way would be for this builder, this king and this potential disciple to arrive at an appropriate decision regarding the tasks ahead of them. Between the lines, Jesus actually says this: “In order to make these endeavors successful, this is the way heaven would handle it.”
In the light of all this, I believe that the illustrations of the man who wants to build a tower as well as the king who plans to go to war are also illustrations of our God Himself.
As the King of kings, His goal is to build His kingdom in places where His name is not known and where Satan’s throne has been until now. This means that He is planning to invade enemy territory. It is absolutely certain that it will be a fierce struggle, probably with many battles. Satan will not give up his



rule easily. He will command the powers of darkness to march against the army of God and to attack it with the goal of destroy- ing these invading forces.
Jesus said that no king will blindly go into a battle. Please know that our King follows His own advice as well.
What does this mean for you? Before God ever called you to join His army in Nepal or India or China, He sat down to carefully evaluate whether He could go to battle with you as a soldier in His army and whether He could win the battle by sending you to the front lines.
Dear brother, dear sister, please know this: You are no sur- prise to God! You might be amazed by your failures, your lack of courage and your struggle with faithfulness, but God is not! He knew exactly what He would have on His hands when He called you.
Please read Psalm 139. It tells you how much and how in- timately God knows you. He knows your innermost thoughts, your fears and your failures, both now and those of the future. He is aware of your frame and that you are made of dust.
Just like this king in the story that Jesus told, before you were called to serve God, He made a complete inventory of you. Everything you are and everything you are not—He figured all of it into His calculation.
His inventory and careful evaluation revealed that you could not do the job.
He cannot win India with you in His army, nor can He de- feat the powers of darkness in that village where he intended to station you. Your resources of strength, endurance and power are insufficient and inferior to those of the enemy. In your pres- ent condition, it would be impossible for you to succeed. This is how God’s evaluation paper reads:
Peter is too impulsive.


Thomas does not have enough faith and doubts everything.
John sleeps when he is supposed to pray.
James has the same problem.
Mary Magdalene looks for a dead Messiah, even after Jesus foretold His resurrection.
 	 (put your name here) doesn’t have the stuff it takes to qualify as a soldier.

A MAJOR ADJUSTMENT
When God looked at us as potential recruits for His army and then evaluated the forces of the enemy, He knew right away that He would lose the war unless He made a major adjust- ment within His people . . . and He did! He decreed: “I will put My Spirit within you” (Ezekiel 36:27), and “You shall receive power” (Acts 1:8).
This means that when you accepted Jesus, you became a child of God. Jesus is now living in you through the Holy Spirit. This entitles you to all that God has promised in His Word, including the promise that you will receive power. God wants to release the power of His Holy Spirit into your life, just as He empowered Jesus and the apostles. God’s purpose for this is to qualify you for battle. As you go in the power of the Holy Spirit, not in your own, you will be able to defeat the enemy and, with His power, fulfill God’s plan for your life.
God says that each of us will receive this power as a gift freely
given from Him, just by asking in faith.
Here are a few Bible verses that will help you understand the kind of power it is that God wants you to have in your ministry. They will show you just what the Holy Spirit and His power could do in your service to the Lord.
God has not given us a spirit of timidity [fear], but of power and love and discipline (2 Timothy 1:7).



But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth (Acts 1:8).
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to
speak the word of God with boldness (Acts 4:31).
But He who is coming after me is mightier than I.       He
Himself [Jesus] will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire
(Matthew 3:11).
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God (1 Corinthians 2:12).
And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Help- er, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth . . .
but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you (John 14:16–17).
But the Helper [Comforter], the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you (John 14:26).
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth (John 16:13).
And when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not be anx- ious beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit (Mark 13:11).
The love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us (Romans 5:5).
That you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit
(Romans 15:13).
Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure
which has been entrusted to you (2 Timothy 1:14).


And renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior (Titus 3:5–6).
Make an honest survey of your personal life and ministry, and check if you lack any of these things:
· Power to confront and drive out the powers of darkness
that hold people’s lives and whole nations in bondage
· Love for the people of your mission field and for your
enemies
· Discipline in your personal life, ministry, outreach, study
of God’s Word and prayer
· Hope for your lost relatives, for your needs to be met and
for souls to be saved
· Ability and boldness to witness and to fearlessly proclaim
God’s Word
· A burning fire in your heart, instead of coldness and indif-
ference, to reach the lost, to love Jesus more than the whole world and to be willing to lay down your life for the Gospel
· Understanding with your heart, not with your head, who
you are in Christ and what God gave you freely in Jesus
· Someone to help you and stay with you always, even if others
reject or leave you, or if there are no believers yet on your mission field with whom you could have fellowship
· Comfort in times of suffering, loneliness and failure
· Teaching and guidance in understanding and applying
Scripture
· Advice for what to say and how to behave during times of
persecution and interrogation
· Someone who helps you guard your walk with the Lord, your



ministry, your message and your gifts entrusted to you
· Renewal when you are weary, tired and discouraged
If you lack any of these things, the Holy Spirit and His power are the solution to your problems!
The power God desires to release in our lives is not for any of our own selfish purposes, but to qualify us for warfare against the powers of darkness. With it we will not only be better wit- nesses, but as God has calculated it—we will win the war.
He now declares, “The tower can be built; the war can be won; India, China, Myanmar and the world will know Jesus— through your life empowered by My Holy Spirit.”
It is very important for you to allow the Holy Spirit to take over every area of your life and to release His power to conquer every struggle, every fear and every doubt. When you see moun- tains before you, when you doubt your abilities, when the task given to you seems too difficult, when the pressure becomes too much, when you have failed—remind yourself of this: “I am no surprise to God. My God counted the cost before He called me. He found it sufficient to win the battle using my life, because He has filled me with His Spirit.”
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SENT AS
 (
I
)JESUS WAS

ndia is full of surprises, especially where the climate is concerned. More than once I have found myself unpre-
pared when I’ve traveled around in the country.
This time I had come to a small village, and I stayed with some local believers. During the daytime it had been quite warm, but I discovered that the nights were much colder than  I ever expected. I had no blanket to cover me, and everyone in the house was already asleep.
In the morning, I was supposed to speak at a ladies’ meet- ing. After all my traveling, I wanted to get some rest. I pulled an extra sari and skirt out of my travel bag and laid them on top of me, but the clothes were too slippery, and every time I turned, they fell off.
After an hour of useless attempts to get some sleep, I felt frustrated and discouraged. “I wish the people who invited me to come would have taken better care of me,” I thought. “They should have known how cold it is here at night. They could have at least provided a blanket.” I felt quite dissatisfied with their care for me.



All of a sudden, the Lord interrupted my thoughts; He asked me, “Why did you come here?” He didn’t wait for my reply but gave the answer Himself: “You came to serve, not to be served.”
That was all He said, but it was so convicting that I was able to immediately and clearly recognize the wrong attitude in my heart. I was so shook up with my discovery that I switched on my flashlight and wrote these words on a piece of paper: “I came to serve, not to be served.” The Lord had reminded me of some- thing so important that I wanted to make sure I didn’t forget it. For a long time that night, I thought about the meaning of this verse from Matthew 20:28, before I finally fell asleep.
In John 20:21, Jesus told His disciples, “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” According to this verse, we are sent to this world and especially to the people of our mission field, just like Jesus was sent by the Father. This means that we are expected by God Himself to speak, act and live exactly as Jesus would do, displaying His attitudes, His values and His expecta- tions.
Let us look at a few of these characteristics that Jesus dis- played.

TO SERVE, NOT TO BE SERVED
In Matthew 20:26–28, Jesus laid down His revolutionary strategy for the building of His kingdom and its function once it was established:
Whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.
I don’t know what the disciples thought when they first heard Jesus’ idea, but I am quite sure it blew them away. What
 (
Consider
 
Your
 
Call
) (
96
)
 (
Sent
 
as
 
Jesus
 
Was
) (
99
)



Jesus was trying to implement was so diametrically opposed to any example of authority—political or religious—that they had ever encountered. I am certain they must have almost panicked at the thought of how this would look practically and even if it could be done altogether.
Jesus had the answer for them in verse 28. He said, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.” In other words, He told them, “Just watch Me and do as I do, and the end result will line up with My strategy.”
Do you know why I felt discouraged and frustrated that night when I didn’t have a blanket? It was because I had come with expectations of what others should do for me. I felt bad because my expectations weren’t met.
Jesus, on the contrary, came with only one desire and goal: to serve others. If they didn’t do anything for Him, He wasn’t disappointed, because He came to them without a preconceived plan as to how they should meet His needs.
When you go to a village to evangelize or when you are invit- ed to speak in a church, what secret expectations do you have? If you wait for people to give you a special welcome, provide nice food and accommodations, serve your every need and take care of you, you are liable to get your feelings hurt.
It is much safer to come with the attitude of Jesus: “I came to serve, not to be served.” Then, if people reject us or don’t treat us “first class,” our love toward them is free to remain the same. We can’t be disappointed because there will be no unfulfilled expectations.

TO GIVE, NOT TO RECEIVE
If there is anything that characterizes our God, it is His giv- ing nature. He gave us our very lives, our health, our families, food, clothing, shelter, sunshine, rain and everything else we need on this earth. Then He gave us His ultimate gift: Jesus. In


Him is wrapped up all that heaven has to offer: peace, joy, truth, light, wisdom, love, forgiveness, freedom, deliverance, eternal life, healing, access to God, the right to become children of God—and my list could go on. With Jesus, God has withheld nothing from us.
When Jesus walked this earth, He gave sight to the blind, healing to the sick, restoration to the lepers, freedom to those bound by Satan and the Gospel to the spiritually poor and hun- gry. He gave His time, His strength, His comfort and His com- passion to all who came to Him.
He did all this freely—without an outstretched hand that was waiting for payment. He gave of Himself, His power and His love, without first checking if it would bring Him some benefits or at least some extra honor from the council in Jerusalem.
His giving was not calculated. He actually went out, search- ing everywhere for people who would like to accept His free gift. In John 7:37 we read, “Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.’ ”
What did it mean practically for Jesus to make such a public announcement? It meant that thousands of people with terrible problems would rush to Him and stay there, even if it took days, until He had helped them. By the time He had preached to them, answered their questions, healed their diseases, freed them from demon possession and listened to all their burdens and heartaches, He was totally exhausted and physically worn out. Then He would need to spend nights in prayer to His Fa- ther to prepare Himself spiritually for the next crowd.
He gave Himself freely to people who had nothing to give back to Him. He had come to give, not to receive. This was His attitude that He taught to His disciples before He sent them out for ministry: “As  you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom  of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse



the lepers, cast out demons; freely you received, freely give” (Matthew 10:7–8).
Paul reminded the believers in Acts 20:35, “Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”
What about us? If the Lord has equipped us with gifts, tal- ents and a definite calling to do His ministry, what is our at- titude on giving? I believe that our ability to freely give is often limited by the desire to make a profit and by greed. Here are some questions for you:
Do you expect money in return for coming to someone’s house to pray for their sickness? Are you visiting those houses in the village more often where you know you will receive a nice meal and a gift of money every time you go there? If you preach and they give you a much smaller gift than what you expected, are you unhappy? I know of some evangelists who demand a cer- tain amount of money guaranteed for their services; otherwise, they will not come at all.
Nowhere does Jesus say that we are not allowed to accept someone’s gift or hospitality while we are about His business. On the contrary, He says in Luke 10:7, “Stay in that house, eat- ing and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages.” And Paul wrote to the Galatians, “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him who teaches” (Galatians 6:6).
The Lord knows we have needs, and He expects the believers to take care of their pastor. However, for the protection of our- selves and our spiritual lives and for the reputation and purity of our ministries as well as the name of God, He wants us to be free from seeking gifts. He knows how fast it could turn into a mere business.
Jesus wants us to be able to minister freely to all who are  in need of the living God. Our ministry must be as joyful, as


dedicated and as loving whether we get something or nothing from those whom we serve.
If we come to our mission field to give what God has given to us with no expectations to receive anything in return, we act as Jesus would. Why not target homes of poor people in your community, where you know for sure that they have nothing to give, so that you can experience the joy of blessing others?
TO LOVE, NOT TO EXPECT LOVE
“For God so loved the world . . .” (John 3:16). When we read this verse, we immediately realize that God’s love is absolutely different from ours.
Just imagine for a moment: God, holy and righteous, looks down from heaven to see a world in total chaos. People are kill- ing each other, choosing to indulge in every sin they can find and serving the devil with every fiber of their being. God is actu- ally looking at fallen creatures who defy Him and who hate Him and everything that is holy, and His reaction is not immediate destruction—but love. In fact, He loved them so much that He gave His only Son to die for them.
Jesus loved us, not after we straightened out, repented and just maybe deserved His mercy. No, He loved us while we were still sinners and God’s enemies (Romans 5:8). When Jesus came to this world, He came to give us His love, regardless of whether we loved Him back or not.
All of us desire to be loved, and we search for someone or something that will meet this need. However, our human capa- bility and understanding of love has definite limits. For us, love is a two-way street. I do nice things for you, and you respond by doing nice things for me. I meet some of your needs, and I ex- pect you to meet some of mine. I show kindness and friendship, and you owe the same to me. If you don’t follow this rule, then I look for someone else.
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Perhaps our highest form of love is that of a mother for her own child. She has almost endless patience, time and effort to bring up this child. She might even lay down her life on behalf of the child if necessary. When the child is small, he responds with a smile, with joy to see his mother. Theirs is a very close relationship. However, this love is usually limited to a moth- er’s own child. It will not easily transfer to just any child off of the street.
The love between a husband and wife has limits as well. The wife can only take so much ill-treatment or neglect until she starts to become incapable of loving her husband. A husband can only forgive to a certain point before his love dies away. Their relationship then becomes parallel living, with bitterness and conflict instead of love.
Jesus’ love is on a far higher level, which is impossible for the world to achieve. His love has no limits, does not manipulate, bears all things, forgives all things and never fails. It is beyond this world and part of a different, divine nature. It is so strik- ingly different that Jesus proclaimed it to be the mark of rec- ognition for His followers before the world: “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).
This love cannot be duplicated. It cannot be produced by discipline, philosophy, religious exercise or any other means. It is the direct result of Christ Himself living in a believer’s heart. His love flows out of the believer’s life, and Christ is the source and supply of it.
The ability to love like Jesus loves puts all our human rela- tionships on a higher level: We can love freely, even if we are not loved back. We become capable of not only loving a neighbor or stranger, but our enemies as well. With this love we are able to restore broken relationships, because our forgiveness goes be- yond human limits.


When we come to our mission field with this kind of ability to love freely, we will not look for others to love us. This will be our most powerful weapon, and its impact on people who have never encountered the love of God before will be far greater than we can ever imagine.
TO MINISTER, NOT TO RECEIVE MINISTRY
As a believer, when you attend your church on Sunday, the weekly prayer meeting or an evangelistic crusade, what is your attitude? Do you come with the following expectation: “Today I hope to receive a special blessing from my pastor’s sermon and some comfort and encouragement to help me go through my problems at work. I also expect the pastor to lay hands on me and pray for my healing because I have a sore throat.”
• •  •  • •
As a Bible school student, when you attend your classes and listen to your teachers, does this go through your mind: “I hope the class is good enough today to make my attendance worth- while. I expect to hear something new and exciting that is use- ful when I have a chance to do some outreach work. I hope to succeed in developing a close relationship with my teachers and principal. This will help me get more chances to preach in some good meetings.”
• • • • •
As a pastor or evangelist, when you attend a conference with a special guest speaker, what are your thoughts and hopes as you come?
Do you come with the expectation that this famous speak- er should take time to recognize you publicly, because you are quite important yourself? Are you waiting for a private audience



so you might have a chance to develop some kind of friendship that would be profitable for your name and ministry? Perhaps you come expecting to see great miracles, receive new revela- tions, and through the ministry of this brother end up with  new faith, new strength, greater vision and enthusiasm. Most of all, you hope that somehow a little of his anointing will rub off on you.
• • • • •
Is it all wrong to come to church, Bible school or a confer- ence with expectations? No, of course not. If we don’t expect something, then nothing will happen. But when you look a little closer at the things I listed, you will recognize that all these ex- pectations are pretty self-centered: “I want to be healed, encour- aged, blessed, anointed and so on. I want my pastor, teacher or elder to minister to me.”
What happens if we don’t get what we came for? What if the pastor preached a sermon that didn’t teach me anything new? What if no one prayed for my need? What if the elders, the pastor and his wife were too busy counseling others and didn’t have time to listen to my story? What if no one at church comforted me when I was sad, visited me when I was sick and encouraged me when I was down?
What if the Bible school teacher didn’t consider me for the opportunity to preach?
What if the conference speaker didn’t shake my hand because someone forgot to introduce me? What if others were blessed and ministered to, but the speaker had to leave to catch his train before he ever got the chance to pray for me and my need?
What is our reaction and how deeply are we disappointed when one of these things happens to us? Do we become bitter? Do we doubt God’s love and care for us?


Perhaps you think or even say something like this: “This pastor, or this pastor’s wife, doesn’t care for me at all. I won’t share my vegetable produce with them anymore because they can’t even visit me when I am sick. Anyway, the old pastor we had before was better. It looks like no one loves me at church, and I am not going back for the next three weeks. Let them  see if they can do all the church work without my help and expertise.”
Jesus was different. Wherever He went, He looked for people who needed His ministry. Just think of Nicodemus, the wom- an at the well, the lepers, the children and His disciples. Jesus didn’t ask them to minister to Him, bless Him, build Him up, encourage Him or pray for Him. He had come to minister to others, even if others never ministered to Him.
I believe that Jesus was in need of ministry; but only a few people, if any, recognized it.
There were some who helped meet the physical needs of Jesus and His disciples, and it surely was a blessing and help. Jesus had some friends, such as Lazarus and his sisters, who welcomed Him and His disciples into their home. Jesus surely enjoyed their friendship.
There were those who admired Him, talked about His mira- cles and invited Him for dinner.
Then there were His disciples and closest friends. They went with Him through many difficult situations and wonder- ful experiences as well. They walked with Him all around the country for three years, and they shared His life and ministry.  I am certain that Jesus was glad for their fellowship, friendship and love.
But when it came to spiritual ministry, the disciples seemed to be always on the receiving end. We don’t ever read that they went to Jesus to strengthen Him for His battles. Perhaps they didn’t feel qualified to minister to Him in that way. However, most of



the time when they tried to help Him out, they either misunder- stood His purpose or ended up having personal problems.
Perhaps we have never considered that Jesus needed minis- try. After all, He was the Son of God and was above everything and everyone else. Yet we forget that He laid down all His glory to become as human as we are. Throughout His ministry, He had to face temptations and attacks from Satan himself. At the end of His life was the cross and the most terrible battle the spirit world had ever seen.
I believe that if someone had offered to minister to Jesus, perhaps praying for Him, reading Scripture to Him and encour- aging Him, He would have gladly accepted it. God the Father certainly believed that Jesus needed ministry. We read that, af- ter His temptation in the wilderness “the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him” (Matthew 4:11). And while Jesus struggled in prayer in Gethsemane, Luke 22:43 tells us, “Now an angel from heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him.”
What am I trying to say here? Rather than feeling sorry for ourselves when others have failed to minister to us, we must search for someone who needs our ministry.
Just think for a moment: How heavy are the burdens your pastor, your elders, and your pastor’s wife carry? You only know a small fraction of them, because much will be very confidential. How many sheep are in their care? Do you know the agony it takes to bring just one Christian from his spiritual birth to ma- turity? Do you know how many nights they pray, fast and cry out to God on behalf of those He has entrusted into their care?
Do you know what it means for a pastor’s family life if he and his wife are on call 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and that for the whole village? Besides all this, preaching and teach- ing take enormous strength out of the pastor, because they are not just lectures, but spiritual confrontations.


The Bible school teacher and the conference speaker face similar situations. Everyone expects them to minister to their needs. People look at them for answers, revelation, guidance, healing, miracles, leadership and anointing. Everyone assumes that their position puts them above normal difficulties, tempta- tions and struggles. They are expected to be stronger than nor- mal Christians.
Let me tell you, these people who teach and lead have a des- perate need to be ministered to, because they are constantly giv- ing of themselves and receiving so little from others. What they do receive is admiration, honor and recognition, none of which necessarily helps them in their struggle against pride.
The higher the level of their leadership, the more intense and critical will be their spiritual battles. The devil knows that if they fall, it will affect thousands of others as well. Have you ever considered ministering to them instead of expecting them to minister to you?
But you may wonder how you could possibly minister to one of them, especially because they are in a leadership position and you are not. Ministering does not always mean that you walk up to someone, lay your hands on their head and say a prayer or pronounce a blessing over them. It means that you seek every opportunity to be a blessing and a strength to them.
Give words of encouragement, of appreciation and of thanks. Pray diligently for them and with them if you have a close enough relationship. Be one with them in your heart. Support their efforts of evangelism, teaching and outreach with your attitude, words and participation.
When you go to church, go to Bible school or attend the conference, attend with a mind-set that is not self-centered. Come to minister to others and to be used by God to be an added strength to your pastor, your pastor’s wife, your Bible school teacher or the conference speaker.



If you first seek to minister to others, God will be faithful to send others to you if you need ministry.
TO WORSHIP GOD IN ORDER TO GIVE TO HIM
So far we have considered how we should come to our mis- sion field or to our church with the attitudes of Jesus: looking for opportunities to serve, to give, to love and to minister rather than expecting others to do these things to us.
Now I would like for us to look at one attitude that is con- sidered to be very important throughout  the Bible,  one that  has nothing to do with our neighbor, our pastor or our mission field—but with God Himself: to come to God for the sole purpose of blessing Him, ministering to Him and giving worship to Him, without looking for or calculating the benefits we might obtain.
Most of the time, when we approach God in our services with singing, prayers, testimonies and so on, we have a dual pur- pose in mind. One is to praise God. At the same time, we want to bless the people in the congregation, encourage them, help their faith grow and get them into a joyful mood that makes the rest of the service even more wonderful. It is the prelude to seeing miracles happen and people getting healed and saved. Most of our services are designed and set up to bring about these results.
Is there anything wrong with this? No—God Himself set up this very principle: Whatever we give to Him will result in bless- ing to ourselves. However, many of us have turned our worship to God into a self-centered business. We use worship and praise as a calculated means to get something for ourselves.
There is a higher level of worship that the Bible clearly talks about—it is for God’s benefit, not for ours! It is ministering to God Himself. We come to Him in order to meet His needs.
It is easy for us to understand that we have needs, but to dis- cover that God has needs as well sounds almost unbelievable,


even frightening. There are a number of Bible verses that tell us the kind of worship and ministry we should give to our God. By examining the things we should give Him, we can then rec- ognize what His needs are.
· Love. “And you shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5).
· Service. “Serve the LORD with gladness” (Psalm 100:2).
· Blessing. “Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within
me, bless His holy name. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits” (Psalm 103:1–2).
· Praise. “Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary;
praise Him in His mighty expanse. Praise Him for His mighty deeds.” (Psalm 150:1–2).
· Singing. “Sing praise to the LORD, you His godly ones”
(Psalm 30:4). “Sing to the LORD a new song, and His praise in the congregation of the godly ones” (Psalm 149:1).
· Worship. “Worship the LORD with reverence” (Psalm 2:11).
“Worship the LORD in holy array” (Psalm 29:2).
· Giving thanks. “Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good” (Psalm 136:1).
· Seeking Him. “Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His
face continually” (Psalm 105:4).
· Bringing a gift. “And they shall not appear before the LORD empty-handed. Every man shall give as he is able, accord- ing to the blessing of the LORD your God which He has given you” (Deuteronomy 16:16–17).
· Waiting. “Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart
take courage; yes, wait for the LORD” (Psalm 27:14).



· Calling. “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3).
· Casting your burdens upon Him. “Cast your burden upon
the LORD, and He will sustain you” (Psalm 55:22). “Cast- ing all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).
· Humbling yourself. “Humble yourselves in the presence of
the Lord, and He will exalt you” (James 4:10). “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time” (1 Peter 5:6).
· Coming near. “Draw near to God and He will draw near to
you” (James 4:8).
These are just a few of the direct orders the Bible gives to show us how we should approach our God and what to give Him. The psalms especially are full of this type of instruction.
As we look at these verses, it becomes very obvious to us that God’s need is for fellowship, closeness, love, our submission and a very direct involvement in our lives. He wants to care for, provide for, carry, bless and love us. The more we study our own needs and the needs God has, the more we come to the conclu- sion that we desperately need Him to meet our needs and He very much needs us to meet His.
Why is this? The Bible gives us the answer:

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things (Romans 11:36).
For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were cre- ated by him, and for him (Colossians 1:16, KJV).


In other words, we were not only made by Him, but for Him. That’s why there is a perfect match between God and us and the ability to meet each other’s needs. That is also why a man apart from God cannot fill his soul and find fulfillment in anything or anyone else as hard as he might try. There will always be an empty space that only God Himself can fill.
Are we qualified to meet God’s needs? It makes us already feel uneasy to think that God has needs, but the thought that we ought to meet them is even more scary. If He is God, why does He need me to bless Him, love Him, praise Him, thank Him and make Him glad? Does heaven not have all of this and even more available? After all, the angels are able to present the most perfect worship, praise, adoration and music in the universe. Surely they can do it much better than I ever could (especially considering my musical ability!).
But again, our God is so different from our expectations. He actually wants our imperfect worship. Psalm 66:1 says, “Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands.” He does not seem to be at all concerned with the sounds we make or the words we choose. Instead, He looks at our hearts. He enjoys knowing that we are so thankful and so full of love toward Him because He has redeemed us. We are capable of a depth of gratitude, love and worship that the angels don’t have because they never were lost.
He is humble enough to accept and appreciate what I give Him. It is incredible to think that God not only wants and appreciates my imperfect worship and ministry to Him, but it actually does something for Him. Otherwise, the Bible would never tell us to do it. It meets His need for love and fellowship, it makes Him rejoice and be glad and it blesses Him.
Usually, the greater always blesses the lesser, but consider this: God Almighty has allowed Abraham, David and me to bless Him. It takes a lot of humility from our God to accept this from us and to enjoy it.
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Because of this humility in the nature of God, I believe  that Jesus would have accepted ministry to strengthen Him for His battles and for the cross, if someone would have offered it to Him.
Let me encourage you to get up in the morning or go to church with this attitude: “Today, I will bless my God, make Him glad, cause Him to rejoice, give Him my love and worship Him to meet His needs.”
If we come to our God to meet His needs, we will never need to worry about leaving empty-handed. As we give to Him, He will look for ways to bless us abundantly.
JESUS CAME TO DO HIS FATHER’S WILL, NOT HIS OWN
How did Jesus manage to be so successful in His ministry? Every time He prayed, He got an answer. Every time He went to heal a person or to cast out a demon, it worked. He didn’t have a success rate of 30 percent or 80 percent—not even 99 percent. He actually had a 100 percent success rate at all times.
I believe that there are many important factors involved in this, such as faith, obedience, believing the Word, knowing  the right Scriptures, having a close relationship with God and knowing how to deal with people.
But there was one outstanding attitude that characterized and determined every part of Jesus’ ministry:
I have come to do Thy will (Hebrews 10:9).

My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me (John 4:34). Yet not My will, but Thine be done (Luke 22:42).
If Jesus would have chosen His own will, He might have been born in a palace instead of a stable. He might have associ- ated with royalty, the ruling elders and the high priest instead


of fishermen, tax collectors, former sinners and prostitutes.  He might have traveled in a chariot or on horseback instead of walking around the dusty roads of Galilee, Judea and Samaria. He might have also looked for a more pleasant and less painful way to bear our sin and sickness than being tortured and hung on a cross.
The secret of Jesus’ success was this: He first found out what His Father’s will was, and then He simply did just that, leaving all His own wishes behind. And whatever the Father’s will was, He did it joyfully and with all of His heart.
Jesus came to His mission field, totally abandoning His own will. To come with this attitude made Him accept discomfort, rejection, hunger, thirst, tiredness—and the cross—without complaint.
How often do we come to our mission field with expecta- tions and plans that might not be God’s thoughts at all? Then we complain and agonize, and try to manipulate God into bless- ing our desires and plans. Perhaps we want a good place to rent, a vehicle for our use, extra money to afford good food and an open door to preach freely.
But when we arrive, we instead find hostility from the peo- ple, no vehicle available for our team, no place to rent and very limited money. What will our reaction be?
Is it this? “Father, I came to do Thy will, and I accept what- ever Your plans are for this moment. You sent me here; and if it is hardship You have chosen for right now, I am willing to trust Your wisdom.”
Or do we pray in this way? “God, this is awful and not at all what I expected! If this situation doesn’t change within 24 hours, I will leave this place and go somewhere else.”
How much do you think our success rate in our ministry would improve if we, like Jesus, would enter the village with this



attitude? “Father, I have come to do Thy will, whatever it may be.” What would happen if we actually cared enough to find out exactly what His will was before rushing off to do something?
TO DIE, NOT TO LIVE
When Jesus was born into this world, it was for one purpose alone: to die as a sacrifice for our sin. Before the foundation  of the world, God in His foreknowledge knew that mankind would fall and would need a redeemer—and Jesus agreed to be this redeemer: “[For you were redeemed] with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you” (1 Peter 1:19–20).
As Jesus was growing up and then entered His ministry, He was fully aware of the purpose for His life: He had come to die, not to live!
Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28).
I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep (John 10:11).
When the people who witnessed His miracles wanted to make Jesus king, He simply walked away. You see, the cross was continually before His eyes, and the only goal He had for His life was to die!
When Jesus looked at the temporary attractions and com- forts of life that could have been His, He chose to walk straight by them. They no longer had any value or pull on His heart because He had come to die—not to live.
The persecution, the hate, the rejection, the physical suf- fering as well as the mental agony that Jesus faced created no


rebellion, resistance or self-pity in His heart. He had come with the goal to die, and what He faced was just part of this death. Jesus had died to Himself and to His desires long before He ever died on the cross! That’s why all His decisions were able to line up with His purpose: to lay down His life.
He had made peace with His goal and purpose to die. Other- wise, He would have fought it with His power and with legions of angels. He was actually able to pray for those who crucified Him, “Father forgive them” (Luke 23:34).
When you followed God’s call and you entered your minis- try or your mission field, how did you come? With what pur- pose and goal did you arrive there? Was your goal to establish a great work for God, to become a significant leader, to use your gifts and talents for God, to save this village from hell, to make a name for yourself or to work toward making a decent living?
Or did you come to die?
Jesus said to His disciples, “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21). The truth is, the Father sent Jesus to die, not to live.
It will be a very difficult decision for you to accept Christ’s purpose and goal as your own. You must make peace with your death before you are actually able to go and die! If you don’t, you will fight it—and fail.
If we neglect to make this decision, we will seek more than death. We will become anxious when we are not honored, when we are treated wrongly or when our needs are not met. When our expectations are not fulfilled, we will become discouraged, will lose our vision and our attitude of service and will want to go back. Our heart will become bitter and jealous of others, and we will end up being a hindrance.
Tremendous peace will take over in our lives if we have come to a place where we can say with all our heart: “I came to this village not to go back. I came to die—so they can live.”
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)YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN

few years ago, when I was driving home from my work in our mission office, I felt very tired and I
started to think:
“When I get home I will have no time to rest or even to sit down. There is so much work to do in the office and at home that I am not get- ting enough sleep. My husband has to travel so much, and I am alone here at home. And with all these responsibilities I have no time at all to do anything for myself.”
As I thought about my situation, I felt sorry for myself, and I said to Jesus, “Lord, all these things are so hard.” I expected Jesus to feel sorry for me as well, and I was hoping He would comfort me with a nice Bible verse. Maybe He would let me feel His wonderful presence there in the car.
But nothing like this happened at all. He responded to my words with something I didn’t want to hear. This is what He told me: “You are not your own (1 Corinthians 6:19)! I have the right to ask you for all your strength, all your sleep, all your time, and for everything in your life.”
I didn’t like His answer, and I was disappointed that He



didn’t seem to feel sorry for me. But His response reminded me once again of His ownership of me.
WE LIKE CHRIST’S OWNERSHIP— IF IT IS FOR OUR BENEFIT
When we first get saved, we are so excited and happy that we now belong to Jesus and Jesus belongs to us. We discover that because we have a new Lord and Savior, we have received a wealth of wonderful blessings. Our sins are forgiven, every yoke that once bound us is broken, and the devil cannot touch or rule us any longer. We are full of joy, peace and happiness that is out of this world.
We have eternal life, our names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and we are on the way to heaven. Jesus loves us, He cares for our every need and He has promised never to leave us. He has given us the power of the Holy Spirit and the right to come boldly to His throne.
We find it truly wonderful to be a Christian, and we don’t mind Christ’s ownership at all. In fact, we like it—as long as  it doesn’t disturb our expectations of life or touch our own interests.

THE OTHER PART OF OWNERSHIP
This ownership deal reminds me of a rupee note. One glance will tell us how much it is worth: buying power = one rupee. However, when we look closer, we discover the legal part: “Gov- ernment of India.” This rupee is the property of India.
When we accepted Christ, we might have only desired to go to heaven or to find peace and joy. We never thought that we were the object of a legal transaction: We were transferred from the ownership of the devil to the ownership of Jesus Christ.
There is a legal side to this ownership. Because it concerns us, it is very important for us to know what and how much was
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paid, where the transaction took place and who did the buying. Furthermore, it is vital that we know which rights the owner has and if any rights are left for us!
To find the answers to all these questions, let us read the official bill of sale:
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body (1 Corinthians 6:19–20).
You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men (1 Corinthians 7:23).
You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefa- thers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18–19).
Do you not know that when you present yourselves to some- one as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? . . . And having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness (Romans 6:16, 18).
But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God . . . (Romans 6:22).
These verses tell us very clearly that as human beings, we are either under the rulership of the devil or we are owned by Jesus. There is no neutral position where we are free to ourselves. In either case, we have an owner and we are slaves.
As believers, we were bought with a price—the blood of Jesus. The bill was paid at the cross of Calvary, and Jesus Himself did the buying. These verses reveal very plainly that from the mo- ment of purchase on, we were no longer our own—for always.


This means that Jesus holds the legal right to our lives, and we have become a possession of His.
To have a people for His own possession was always God’s desire and plan from the beginning of creation:
You shall be My own possession (Exodus 19:5).
. . . to be a people for His own possession (Deuteronomy 4:20).
This desire of God was fulfilled when Jesus bought us. We have become this people of His own possession. First Peter 2:9 confirms this clearly: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priest- hood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”
After evaluating all these verses we have read, it definitely looks as though Jesus owns every part of us, and we have noth- ing left for ourselves. He received every single right, and we have none!
What does it mean to be owned? It is very difficult for us to imagine that we have an owner because we no longer have slav- ery in our society. Nowadays we may perhaps have hired ser- vants in our fields. But that is not the same.
Servants have rights, they are not owned and they work for wages. They are protected by laws and can demand reasonable working conditions. After they finish their job, they can collect their pay and go home and live their lives as they please.
Slaves were different. Their masters bought them from a trader for an agreed price at the marketplace. As soon as the transaction was completed, the slave became the property of his master. He had no rights at all. He couldn’t ask for any- thing—even food, a bed to sleep in or an extra piece of clothing. He had to accept whatever his master saw fit to give him. If the master sent his slave to work for 12 hours in the field or told



him to sleep on the dirt floor, the slave had no right to say “no” or even to question his owner’s decision. The master could even kill him if he wanted to, because the life and death of his slave were in his hands. The slave could not expect any gratitude, sal- ary or vacation for his services.
The slave might have had many wishes, dreams and desires for his own life, but he had to give them all up, including his own will, because he had a master who owned him.
Whether we like it or not, we have been bought just like this slave. This was the only way we could be redeemed from hell.
Thinking of ourselves as a piece of property or a possession is not very appealing, but that is exactly what we are according to the Word of God. We totally belong to Jesus, and as owner He does not need to share us with anyone: not with the world, the devil or even with our own selves!
At any time, Jesus can walk up to us and say,

You are My possession, because I bought you with My blood. It is My right to ask you now for all your strength, your health, all your time, your sleep, your comfortable life, your house and all your money and possessions, to be used to advance My cause. I also ask for your husband or wife and your chil- dren, to serve Me full-time on a pioneer field. Finally, it is My right to ask you not only to give everything you have, but also to lay down your own life for the Gospel, and die as a martyr somewhere in Bhutan or Nepal.
You have no choices left in your life, and I don’t need to ask your permission, because nothing you have is your own anymore. I can use it all as I please. You will never again be- long to yourself or do your own thing.

How does this sound? Is it frightening? Legally, Jesus has the absolute right to demand whatever He wants from us! But our God is truly amazing. He doesn’t claim His right by force.


God doesn’t demand His right of ownership. Throughout the Bi- ble, we see that God has the right of ownership on our lives. He could demand and force us to submit to Him, but He doesn’t do that.
You see, our God is a loving God who gives us the choice to determine what we want to do. In His heart, He longs and waits for us to choose Him, but He is willing to abide by our decision. This doesn’t sound very profitable for Him, and He runs the risk that most of us would rather decide to have our own freedom.
The devil is never as generous. Whatever he gets in his hands, he keeps by force.
Do you remember when Jesus called His disciples? He walked along the seashore and saw Peter and Andrew, and later James and John, mending their nets. As He passed by their boats, all He called out to them was, “Follow Me.” Then he walked off.
As the Son of God, Jesus had all power to back up His words. He could have turned to Peter and the others and said, “You follow Me, or I will cause lightning to strike you dead.” Peter and his friends would have been so scared that they would have gladly left their boats to go with Jesus. But Jesus didn’t do anything like that. He only gave them an invitation to submit to His rightful ownership.
We see the same thing in the Old Testament at the time when Joshua was old and knew he would die soon. He assem- bled the leaders of Israel and told them, “Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve” (Joshua 24:15).
The most amazing part of this story is that after all God had done for Israel in Egypt, in the wilderness and in the conquest of Canaan, He still asked them to choose. They owed Him ev- erything they were and everything they had. He delivered them from slavery, saved them from their enemies, did miracles for them, fed them with manna for 40 years and gave them the
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Promised Land. Without God they wouldn’t have even been alive. Yet this story shows us the heart of our God. He had all the right in the world to own these people, yet He still asked them to choose to whom they would submit and serve.
Love does not take advantage of ownership. In India, as well as in the surrounding countries, there are many temples and shrines of various deities. Some of the images of these gods look quite dangerous, angry and threatening. One of them has a bow and arrow, another one is surrounded by snakes and a third has all the decapitated heads of his enemies hung around his neck. One of the Nepali deities is pictured slaying his enemy by tear- ing out his bowels.
Can you imagine being owned by a god like this? How fright- ening and risky it must be to submit yourself to such a deity. One day he might be pleased with you and bless you, and the next day he might not like what you do and will curse you, de- stroy your crops or kill you.
What a contrast to Jesus our God, who gave His life, will- ingly hanging on the cross to redeem us! Jesus is love, and love never takes advantage of ownership. First Corinthians 13:4–7 gives us a clear understanding of the nature of our God:
Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
We have no reason to fear His ownership! Jesus would never harm us for His own amusement. He is not planning to take away our happiness and rob us of the things we love. He doesn’t enjoy making us miserable or punishing us, and He does not seek to destroy us.


It is absolutely safe to submit to Him. We will experience His love in an even greater way as we decide to totally abandon our- selves into His hands. God is looking for people who willingly recognize His ownership and accept it as their choice of life.
Understanding total ownership creates a willingness to be spent. I believe that if we truly understand the meaning of salvation, then we will also understand the privilege of placing all our rights into the hands of the One who purchased us with His own blood.
The apostle Paul was such a man. He understood very well what salvation and ownership meant, and he made the choice out of his own free will to become a bondservant of Christ, which literally means a slave for life.
Paul shared in some of his letters about his understanding of Christ’s ownership of his life. At the moment of his salvation, he accepted this ownership fully and freely. He explained how this relationship affected his personal life and ministry and es- pecially his attitude toward others. In his writings he has given us some very clear and practical examples of how much and how freely God was able to use him as a result of this total sub- mission: “And I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls” (2 Corinthians 12:15). Paul said here, “I belong to the Lord. He is my owner. I am so very glad—and it is my greatest joy if He takes my life and spends it for the souls of others.”
Do you realize that Paul did not say, “I am glad if God uses my life.” Spending involves much more than using. It looks as though the more God spent him, the more Paul was glad: “But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all” (Philippians 2:17).
Paul saw himself as a pitcher with water in it. God took this pitcher in His hand and began pouring the water out over the



lives of others so they could see Jesus. Paul stood by and watched God pour out his life. He rejoiced greatly because his goal was that God would spend him, pour him out and sacrifice him—so that others might live.
Paul didn’t complain, “God, you are pouring out too much of me. Half of me is already gone! It gets too hard. I wish I had earned that degree instead. I would be sitting now in Jerusalem with the elders, ruling the nation, and I would have a better life.” Instead, this is what he told the believers in Thessalonica: “We were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives” (1 Thessalonians 2:8).
Paul not only wanted to preach to these people, but he want- ed to invest his life in them as well. Practically, this meant a lot of trouble and effort. It took time, hard work, counseling, teach- ing, bearing burdens, prayers, tears and great commitment: For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are cho- sen” (2 Timothy 2:10).
God didn’t need to be careful about what He asked from Paul. Paul had already told his Master, “Lord, You can ask from me whatever it takes to serve others, build them up and get them to heaven. I will not complain, and I will hold nothing back. You can spend and pour out my life until there is not even one drop left. I will rejoice greatly if You pour out my life totally for Your purpose.”
Paul not only said or wrote all these things—he lived them. If you want to see what it actually looked like when God poured out Paul’s life, you need to read 2 Corinthians 11:23–28:
Are they servants of Christ? (I speak as if insane) I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death. Five times I re- ceived from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was ship-


wrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and expo- sure. Apart from such external things, there is the daily pres- sure upon me of concern for all the churches.
Throughout the Bible, we see that God always looked for a man or a woman whose life He could pour out in order for His people to be saved.
In the Old Testament, God found Moses. He completely spent Moses’ life for the deliverance and survival of Israel. When God poured out Moses’ life on behalf of Israel, there was nothing left. It cost him his position in Egypt, his throne, his education, his strength and his life.
In Exodus 17:11, we see Moses as an older man. But he still had the same attitude and willingness to be spent and poured out for Israel. Israel was in a fierce battle with Amalek. Moses knew they needed his intercession. He climbed a mountain and held up his hands, praying many hours for their victory. His arms became tired, and he was exhausted. Hur and Aaron helped him, holding up his hands until the victory was won. What a picture of a servant of God who is willing to be poured out completely.
In Exodus 32, we read that the people of Israel had sinned so greatly that God was about to finish them off, blot them out of His book and kill them all. In verse 32 we see Moses pleading with God: “But now, if Thou wilt, forgive their sin—and if not, please blot me out from Thy book which Thou hast written!”
Moses was willing to intercede. He put his life on the line and spent himself for the people of Israel. God heard him and extended His mercy.



God didn’t stop with Moses. In each generation that fol- lowed, He called out those who would allow Him to pour out their lives in order to call His people to Him—the living God. Among them were leaders like Joshua and David, prophets like Samuel, Jeremiah, Isaiah and Daniel, as well as many others whose names are not known to us.
God the Father not only spent people for His purpose. He also gave His only Son Jesus to be completely poured out and spent for a lost and dying world. Everything Jesus had and owned He laid down. He willingly died and gave His blood as the price for our redemption.
After His resurrection, when Jesus established His Church, He followed the same pattern: He looked for men and women who understood and accepted His ownership of their lives and who had no reservations of being poured out and spent for the Body of Christ.
Think about the apostles. All of them except one died as martyrs. Many of the early Christians paid the same price.
The history of missions tells us the same story. God found men and women whose lives He was allowed to pour out for nations that had never before heard His name. Many of these men and women suffered greatly and died on the field for the sake of the Gospel.
God poured out Hudson Taylor for China, Adoniram Jud- son for Myanmar, William Carey and Amy Carmichael for India, Jim Elliot for the Auca Indians in Ecuador and Sadhu Sundar Singh for India and Tibet.
Today as you look at the map of your own country of India, Nepal, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Bhutan or China, you will find thousands of villages without a church or a single Gospel wit- ness. Every day multitudes of people die and go to hell without ever hearing the name of Jesus Christ even one time.
God is looking for men and women He can send to those


villages, those who have understood and accepted His owner- ship and are ready to be poured out.
Jesus doesn’t want to preserve us; He wants to spend us. One day after my husband had spoken in a church service, a young man approached him and told him that he would like to join our ministry. He was eager to learn what he would have to do if he worked in our mission office.
My husband started with the most important part. He told him of our daily prayer times before work, our Tuesday night prayer fellowship, our monthly all-night prayer meeting and other special prayer times as needs arose.
This young man became very frightened. He looked at my husband and asked, “You mean, if I join you, I have to pray like this?” My husband told him, “Brother, you stay in your local church and learn some more, and maybe think about joining  us later.”
This young man was willing to do something for God, as well as enjoy the benefits of working in a Christian ministry, but he was not willing to pour out his life. The same thing can be said about thousands of believers who know the Lord and even about many who have studied in a Bible school and want to serve Him full-time. They want Jesus to give them a good life and the honor of being a pastor. They would like to wear a nice yuba, carry a big Bible and an umbrella and go to nice houses to pray.
But God is not looking for people to fill a position or to be honored and revered. He does not even look for those who can preach well or those who are able to accomplish great things. He has enough of those already. He is looking for people like Paul, whose lives He can pour out until no drop is left.
Sometimes when I visit certain homes, I can see nice teacups sitting on a special shelf in the living room. Some of them are beautifully decorated and look very costly. But when teatime



comes, to my surprise, my tea doesn’t arrive in one of those expensive cups. It comes in an ordinary glass.
Why? You see, the teacups on that shelf are for display only— not for use. God has no interest in taking our lives and putting them in a showcase like those teacups so that everyone can look at us and admire the degree we received from Bible school.
The world is going to hell—time is running out for millions of people. God doesn’t want to waste time to show us off. He longs to spend us for the salvation of millions.
You are not able to give yourself to be spent if you love the world. Even if we are willing to go as pioneer missionaries to North India, Nepal or Tibet, God cannot use us fully and effectively unless we are willing to be totally spent. And that can only hap- pen when we, like Paul, become bondservants for life, fully ac- cepting Christ’s ownership.
You see, anything less than this restricts God in His move- ment, His plan and His power.  Every time He would want     to do something, He would have to ask our permission first    if He might use us. We are a risk to God’s kingdom because our unsubmitted position requires Him to consult us and make detours in His plans to accommodate our unwillingness. We might actually be the greatest hindrance for a mighty outpour- ing of God’s Spirit over our nation.
Why is it that only a handful of believers ever make a com- mitment like Paul, totally submitting themselves to Christ’s ownership? And why is it that out of those who make it, only very few stay with it for life?
Is it fear? Is it that His requests are too hard and too de- manding? Is their family opposed to it? Perhaps all of these are reasons we could consider. But I believe the biggest reason is found in 1 John 2:15: “Do not love the world, nor the things  in the world. If any one loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”


The love of the Father is a totally giving love. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”
This giving love of the Father not only gave us Jesus, but poured Him out to redeem us from our sins. This love caused God to hold nothing back but to give all He had. The reason why we do not submit to God’s ownership and why we are not willing to be spent is because this giving love of the Father is not in us. We love the world instead.
Many of us are very inconsistent in our commitment and our willingness to submit to Christ’s ownership. One day we allow Him to pour us out, and the next day we fight it.
If there is a battle in your heart over whether you want to be spent or not, it simply reveals that you still have too much love of the world in you and too little love of the Father! Paul didn’t talk about any such battle in his heart at all. He only spoke about the great joy he had to be poured out. The reason he could say this was because the love of the Father in him was greater than the love of the world.
God desires to spend all of us. When God calls us to serve Him and to submit to His ownership, He doesn’t have a part-time ownership contract in mind that will run out after 2, 10 or 30 years. His plan is Revelation 2:10: “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
The Lord desires, just as He did for Paul’s life, not to spend a little of us, but to spend all of us and pour us out completely— for the rest of our lives on earth.
Sometimes we come to a point in our lives at which we say to ourselves and to God, “It is enough now. I have been poured out as much as I can handle. I am too tired to go on like this.   I have sacrificed, suffered and worked much more than others. Twenty or 40 years of service are plenty. Now let me have a few



years of my own life; let me enjoy my family and have some rest. Let others do the work now.”
God, however, thinks differently. He searches for people who, like Paul, consider it a joy if God pours out their lives continuously until their death.
What we are really doing and saying is more than desiring some rest. We are looking back after putting our hands to the plow (Luke 9:62). The devil tries to stop us from being continu- ously willing, because he knows what the result would be. We must pray much for one another, that we will stay willing to be spent.
If Jesus would have thought like us, He would have said something like this: “Father, 33 years on this earth is enough hardship. I have poured out My life for almost three years of ministry. It is sufficient, and I am coming home now.”
Do you know what would have happened if Jesus would have thought like we do? He never would have died! He would have said, “It is enough” after they scourged Him, mocked Him and pushed the crown of thorns down on His head. Or at the very latest, after they nailed Him to the cross, He would have stopped the whole thing and ascended to heaven.
But Jesus didn’t do that. Even while He was hanging on the cross for many hours, He never looked back but remained will- ing to be spent. He said to His Father, “Father, You are allowed to pour out My life until every drop of My blood is gone.” Je- sus stayed willing until His life was finished and our salvation completed.
Our salvation didn’t depend on Jesus’ teaching, His power to heal, His anointing for ministry, His miracles or His authority over demons. It depended on His willingness to die.
Millions of people—whole nations—are bound in darkness. If they are to hear the Gospel and be able to call upon Jesus for salvation, it will not depend on our critical studies in theology,


our ability to debate, our strategies and plans or our degrees. It will depend on nothing less than our willingness to be poured out until death.
In John 12:24 Jesus says, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” If we desire to become this grain of wheat that brings much fruit, we must accept Christ’s ownership of our lives and be willing to be poured out until our death has taken place.
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)WHAT MY GOD SAYS, THAT I WILL SPEAK

t is the most exciting and amazing reality to compre- hend that the Almighty God, who created the vastness
of the universe, has called us to serve Him and to proclaim His eternal Word. If we even remotely understand the significance of our calling, we will come to the conclusion that no president or king in this world has a higher office than the one we have received. There are some very important facts to remember that will greatly help us stay on course as we fulfill our service.
YOU ARE ONLY  A MESSENGER
God never searches for an adviser, editor or scriptwriter to help Him with composing His will for mankind. He always looks for a simple mouthpiece or channel He can use to convey His Word. Every time God calls someone to deliver a message to His own people or to the world, He makes this fact very clear. Here are some examples of what God expects of His mes- sengers:
Moses: “Now then go, and I, even I, will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say” (Exodus 4:12).



Jeremiah: “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ because everywhere I send you, you shall go, and all that I command you, you shall speak. . . . Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. . . .
Now, gird up your loins, and arise, and speak to them all which I command you” (Jeremiah 1:7, 9, 17).
Ezekiel: “But you shall speak My words to them whether they listen or not. Son of man, I have appointed you a watch-
man to the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from Me” (Ezekiel 2:7, 3:17).
The apostles: “. . . teaching them to observe all that I com- manded you” (Matthew 28:20).
THE MESSAGE IS NOT YOURS
Whether you preach, teach, exhort, counsel or prophesy, you must remember the message is not your own. This means that because it does not originate with you, you have no right to change its content in order to fit denominational traditions, cultural issues or personal preferences.
You also have no right not to deliver the message—if God has truly sent you. This would be outright disobedience, such as in Jonah’s case when he was supposed to go to Nineveh and he sailed off to Tarsus instead.
If you are not sure that what is in your heart is actually God’s message for a situation or for someone, please wait. Pray, and first make certain before you speak a word.
Never abuse your office as a messenger. This is especially im- portant when people have come to expect a “special word from the Lord” through you, because you have acquired a reputation of having an anointed ministry or a gift.
Don’t ever allow yourself to proclaim something in the name of the Lord that has come out of the imagination of your own heart. Fear of disappointing your audience or losing their re- spect and honor are never good enough reasons to compromise your obedience and fabricate something that God never said.
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Abraham and some of the prophets often had years go by between revelations, yet they would not have dared to make one up just to impress their friends or scare their enemies. In Old Testament times, if a person falsified a message, made one up in the name of Jehovah, or if the prophecy didn’t come to pass, the penalty was death by execution.
I believe that God has His own reasons for not giving a special word every time people want one. Often you will find that believers don’t want to search the Scripture, spend time  in prayer and seek the Lord’s face for themselves. They find it much more convenient and less troublesome to get their an- swers from a servant of God who does the “work” for them. However, God’s desire is that His people learn to hear His voice and apply Scripture to their own lives.
Don’t let yourself be pressured into meddling with God’s message!

YOU ARE STILL DUST
Even the most amazing revelations, prophecies and messages that you deliver on behalf of God Almighty will not elevate you to the position of a super being. We have this treasure—Jesus—in an earthen vessel (see 2 Corinthians 4:7). We will always remain an earthen vessel, and we are still dust in spite of the glory and the message placed inside us.
If God uses us to speak on His behalf, to preach His Word or to perform a miracle, it will definitely affect our walk with Him, our faith, our commitment, our burden, our love for Him and so on; but it will not change our dust into gold. If we can only remember that after the message we remain the same earthen vessel as we were before, it will keep us from destructive pride, self-glorification and people worship.
God does ask us to hold in honor those who teach the Word, and we must do so. But throughout history, Christianity made terrible mistakes by elevating mere messengers to almost god-


like positions. Knowing that you are just an earthen vessel will greatly help you stay humble, and it will give you the freedom to become a servant to all—just as Jesus was. You won’t have to worry about wearing distinctive clothes to advertise your high position or holiness. You can even do regular manual work without losing your glory. It won’t matter any longer whether you are given a place of honor at a banquet or if you eat from a tea shop on the street corner.
A few years ago while traveling in Kerala, I saw something that still remains very vivid in my mind. In front of us at a street intersection was a jeep that obviously had engine trouble and wouldn’t start. One man was pushing the vehicle, while the driver made every effort to start it up.
However, the unusual thing was that while this man pushed, exhausted and sweating, a third man was sitting in the vehi- cle—doing absolutely nothing. He wore distinctive robes and a headdress, marking him as some kind of bishop or high-ranking church official within a respected Christian denomination.
Why didn’t he help push the vehicle? I think that his high position, dignity and the robes he wore prevented him from engaging in such dirty work.
Later on I thought that if Jesus had been sitting in that jeep, He surely would have jumped out, pulled up His tunic and helped with the pushing. He was a servant of all and, as such, was not afraid to get dirty or behave like an ordinary man.
YOU CANNOT DIVORCE THE MESSAGE FROM YOUR LIFE
The message you proclaim only becomes valid and believ- able to your audience when you live it, act on it and portray   it before the world in your everyday life. People must see the Gospel at the same time that they hear it.
For example, let us say that you preached on Ephesians 5:25



in your Sunday service: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.”
After your sermon, you came home and found that your wife was not feeling well. You sat down and demanded your dinner to be served right now. You clearly expressed your dissatisfaction with her because she only cooked two dishes instead of three.
After eating your food, you went to your room to spend the next two hours reading your Bible, praying and singing wor- ship songs. Then you visited your neighbor’s house to talk and drink tea.
During these hours, your wife had to wash the dishes, feed and bathe three small children, put them to bed, prepare lunch for school tomorrow and finally wash clothes for everyone. When you returned from your neighbor’s house, you asked her, “Why didn’t you rest if you are not well?”
What do you think your church members and neighbors learned that day from your sermon as they watched how it was practically applied in their pastor’s life? How much do you think God was impressed by your two hours of Bible reading and prayer as you completely failed to show understanding, love and compassion to your wife?
You are supposed to treat her as Jesus treats the Church, will- ing to lay down His life for her. You didn’t say a kind word to her all afternoon, and you didn’t even ask her if you could help her with something so she could rest. Maybe you think you are willing to die for her, but you are not even willing to risk embar- rassment before your neighbors if they should see you helping your wife with the home and the children.
Have you ever noticed how Jesus touched the lepers, talked to the woman at the well, comforted the widows, took time for the children and ate dinner with the socially outcast? He actu- ally violated the cultural and religious barriers of His time in order to communicate how God loves. He was more concerned


about showing His message practically than about what people would think of Him. As the Son of God, He even lowered Him- self to the position of a slave and didn’t feel embarrassed to wash the feet of His disciples.
There is great liberty when we remember that we are just earthen vessels and that if Jesus could be a servant without los- ing face, then we can too!
Perhaps you preached on James 2:1–9. The content of your message was this: Before God, all men are equal, and we too must treat them that way.
The next Sunday morning, the bank director of the town came to your church for the first time. As he entered the door, a beggar from the street with dirty clothes slipped in as well. What was your reaction to both?
You personally went to greet the bank director and offered him a nice padded chair in the front row, just beside the elders of the church. At the same time, you motioned the beggar to  sit on the floor beside the door. You made sure that the fan blew cool air where the bank director sat, but the thought never crossed your mind that the beggar might be hot too. After the service, you sent your son to bring tea and sweets, and you in- vited the bank director to your parsonage; but the beggar left without being offered even a glass of water.
Let me ask you: What did you practically teach your church? You taught them with your mouth that they need to treat ev- eryone equally, just as God does. But with your actions you in- structed them to uphold the same barriers between castes and races, rich and poor, that your society has erected.
Always remember this: You are not only a speaking mes- senger, but a living instruction as well. You cannot divorce the message from your life without canceling out its effect on the people to whom you proclaim it.



YOU ARE NOT ABOVE  COUNSEL
This is an area in which many have gone wrong. As messen- gers of God, we are obligated to operate within biblical limits and the regulations He has given in His Word.
Paul clearly outlines that none of us is self-sufficient or above everyone else. We are all parts of one body, needing each other for survival, completion and correction. The Body of Christ has been given offices and gifts by the Lord that all work together to build up the Church. Each believer has a vital part in this body and is called on to exercise his or her responsibility.
The church, especially the leaders, elders and mature believ- ers, are obligated to measure each proclamation, interpretation, teaching or prophecy with the already revealed, unchanging Word of God and to judge its accuracy accordingly. This must be done for the protection of the church and the protection of the messenger.
If the church fails to do this, two things will happen:
1. False doctrines will go unchecked and can easily infiltrate the church and destroy it.
2. The messenger has no one who cares enough to help him stay on the right course.
Paul subjected himself and his teaching to the judgment of the apostles and the church in Jerusalem. He had received more revelation on many subjects than they, but he found it right and absolutely necessary to subject himself and his message to their discernment:
Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also. And it was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain (Galatians 2:1–2).


A messenger might have the best of intentions to preach and teach the Word of God accurately. However, sometimes the mes- sage might be mixed with personal opinions or traditions, and it is the duty of the church to help the messenger align his message with the rest of the Word of God and to clarify its meaning.
There is great wisdom in the counsel of men and women  of God who have walked with the Lord and who have proved themselves faithful with their lives and ministries. If you are questioned, corrected and helped by these kinds of people, please don’t ever look on it as persecution or resist it. It is the love of God in action on your behalf! None of us, even if we live to be 100 years old, knows and understands all there is to know and understand about Scripture.
If men like David, Peter and Paul needed someone to check their lives, we surely need it too!
The danger occurs not so much when we first start out to serve the Lord. At that time we have our pastor, Bible school teacher or our team leader, who knows us well and cares enough to speak the truth in love to us. The real danger comes when we have our own ministry and we answer to no one, because all others are under our leadership.
At that point, we must remember that we are dust. It is true, God’s glory is in us, but the devil will not rest until the moment after we are dead to try to trip us up and make us useless.
This is what you must do to protect yourself, your message and the work that has been entrusted to you: Make yourself de- liberately accountable to other godly leaders, elders, pastors or mature believers. Give them the freedom to speak the truth in love. Set your relationship up with them in such a way that your life can be checked and you stay motivated to walk in the light with your personal life, your finances and your message. Allow them to counsel you before you make decisions, to pray with you and to correct you if necessary.



My husband has faithful leaders like these to call upon for advice and prayer. They are a great blessing and help to him, because he knows their counsel is based on a true concern for God’s kingdom.
Many times I watch my husband dial the phone to ask for ad- vice or prayer from these men before making decisions. Among these are some faithful brothers who will come and spend a day in prayer with him when burdens become too heavy and deci- sions so difficult. I am very thankful that he has such a group of godly men, because I have seen the great strength they have been for him and for the ministry.
It takes humility on your part to subject yourself to others, but in the long run, this is your best protection.
DON’T SET OUT TO DESTROY THE BODY OF CHRIST
It is one thing to preach to unbelievers and challenge them to repent and accept Jesus Christ even at the cost of losing the whole world. But it is another thing to preach to born-again be- lievers who love the Lord and have their basic doctrines correct but who have different views on church issues and scriptural interpretations.
We are called to walk in the light we have received from the Lord. However, each of us comes from a different background, denomination, tradition, culture and experience. All of us are on a spiritual journey, learning to walk with Jesus. Some have just started out. Others have known the Lord for 30 years.
This means that each of us is on a different level of spiritual development and understanding. It takes great wisdom, care and patience from a pastor to lead all these believers to spiritual maturity and to bring them to the point at which each takes on the image of Christ.
As a Bible school graduate or young evangelist, you might


have quite an understanding of certain issues in the Bible. You are eager to see your church accept your message, leaving tradi- tions and denominational barriers behind.
This may actually happen, and the Lord might use you in   a mighty way to bring revival to your church. However, if they don’t accept your message and if none of them sees things your way, what are your plans then?
Whatever you decide, please do not set out to destroy the Body of Christ! As servants of God, our task is to fight the devil and destroy his kingdom, not to fight our brothers and tear down the Church for whom Jesus died. Before you condemn these believers or write them off, consider this:
· They are bought by the blood of Jesus.
· They are your brothers and sisters.
· They are precious in the sight of God.
· You will spend eternity together with them.
· You are commanded to love them and, if necessary,
to lay down your life for them.
· You are asked to bear their burdens and their
weaknesses.
· You are called to build them up.
· You are asked to regard them as higher than yourself.
I am not asking you as a messenger of God to compromise your convictions or your message. I am only asking you to love and accept your brother and your sister in the same way that God loves and accepts you.
You do not know every spiritual mystery there is, and you haven’t achieved perfection, yet God is not afraid to accept you fully—in Jesus. You as well must fully accept your brother in Je- sus, even if he has no insight in some of the areas that you do.



Who knows, he may be way ahead of you in other aspects. Give him time to grow. God is the One who started the work in him, and He is able to perfect it.
Please remember: You do not win someone over to your side by force and division. Jesus won us over to follow Him by laying down His life for us.
What should you practically do, then, if your message is not accepted?
1. Make sure that the message you present is theologically accurate. Many people will be scared off if your presentation has theologi- cal gaps and errors, even if your issue is the truth. Take counsel if necessary and know the Word of God.
2. Don’t try to preach or teach your message to these believers by force and cause divisions. Instead, with all humility and love, live your message before their eyes. This is more convincing and convicting, and it speaks louder than any words ever could.
3. Pray diligently that God will show them the truth.
4. Don’t withdraw your fellowship and love from believers who think differently about traditions of dress, dowry, jewelry, forms of worship, in-filling of the Holy Spirit, missions, interpreta- tion of certain Scriptures, end-time events and so on. If they are born again, you are commanded to love them regardless, so the world will recognize you and them as followers of Christ (John 13:35).
5. If they feel uncomfortable and threatened around you, they might ask you to leave their fellowship. If that happens, leave in love not in bitterness. Keep your conscience clear and give no room to thoughts of retaliation. As for you, have peace with all of them (Romans 12:18). If they once again seek your fellowship later on, accept them with joy.
6. If there is anything to judge, let God do the judging. Remember, you are only appointed as a messenger, not as chairman of the High Court.
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In our GFA headquarters in India, we have set aside every first Friday of the month as an all-night prayer meeting for mis- sions. Up to 2,000 pastors and believers (men and women) from different groups and churches gather together for prayer.
Many of these believers never thought they could cross de- nominational borders and worship with members of other groups. But as they come, they discover the joy of being one in Jesus. Many have learned to love one another, lift up each other’s burdens and come together joyfully before the throne of Jesus, who gave His life for all of them. There is great power in such unity, and we have seen the hand of God move in a mighty way on many mission fields as a result.
THERE IS A TIME TO STAND ALONE
For a messenger sent by God, there might very well come a time in his life when he has to stand alone for the truth, even at the risk of his life. Throughout the Bible we find such servants of God who had the boldness and uncompromising commit- ment to the One who sent them to be faithful, regardless of the outcome.
Noah was the only one of his entire generation who was righteous. He preached with his life for 120 years without win- ning one person over to Jehovah, the true and only God.
When Joshua and Caleb returned from spying out Canaan, they stood against the whole nation of Israel, which refused to go any further but wanted to go back to Egypt.
Daniel didn’t pray to Darius, but to Jehovah alone. He ac- cepted the risk of being thrown into the lions’ den.
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were the only ones who didn’t bow down to Nebuchadnezzar’s image. They chose to be thrown into the fiery furnace rather than compromise.
David dared to fight Goliath because he believed that God would be with him, despite the fact that the whole army of Israel



and their king were afraid and convinced it couldn’t be done.
Elijah, on Mount Carmel, challenged 400 priests of Baal and all the people of Israel to test who was the true God—the One who answers by fire.
Jeremiah preached and prophesied to people who didn’t re- pent and who didn’t want to hear his message.
John the Baptist confronted King Herod of his sin and was beheaded as a result.
Stephen, the deacon, spoke the truth to the council and el- ders in Jerusalem—and was stoned for his refusal to compromise. The apostles and early Christians witnessed for Jesus at the risk of losing their lives. Many of them were martyred, thrown to the wild animals in the Circus at Rome, burned alive and
hung on crosses.
Martin Luther dared to proclaim “salvation by faith alone” in the face of a Christianity that had altogether lost this truth.
Out of all these heroes of faith who stood alone against the tide, I am often personally challenged by the life and words   of the prophet Micaiah, found in chapter 18 of 2 Chronicles. Throughout his ministry, Micaiah probably lived with an axe held over his head and one foot in the grave. He was called by God to speak the truth to the most ungodly king Israel ever had: Ahab. The Bible gives Ahab this testimony:
And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all who were before him. And it came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worshiped him. So he erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he built in Samaria. And Ahab also made the Asherah. Thus Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were be- fore him (1 Kings 16:30–33).


Jezebel, Ahab’s wife, was absolutely wicked. Whomever she disliked was executed. Even Elijah once ran from her wrath.
The majority of the people of Israel had left the God of Is- rael and had indulged themselves in idol worship, especially of Asherah and of Baal, which Jezebel had brought into Israel. The worship of these gods caused Israel to embrace every sin of im- morality and pagan practices. There were very few left who re- mained faithful to Jehovah, and most of those stayed in hiding to save themselves.
It was the worst time to be a prophet, and it was extremely dangerous to be sent to Ahab and Jezebel to confront them with their sins. The king, as well as the people, didn’t want to hear the truth. In fact, when Micaiah was called on by Ahab, he was outnumbered 400 to 1. Ahab’s 400 prophets always proclaimed the opposite of Micaiah’s message. On top of this, Ahab hated Micaiah because of the unfavorable messages he fearlessly deliv- ered (2 Chronicles 18:7).
Micaiah knew well that every time he was ordered to appear before Ahab, it might cost him his head. However, we find him to be a messenger who did not regard his life as dear unto him- self but who was determined to be a mouthpiece through whom God could speak anything He chose.
In 2 Chronicles 18:12, the officer who picked up Micaiah for his audience with Ahab begged him to align his message with that of the other 400 prophets. Perhaps he wanted to save Micaiah’s life, or he possibly feared a serious confrontation be- tween King Ahab and King Jehoshaphat, who was visiting from Judah.
However,  without hesitation, Micaiah answered him with  a statement that revealed the commitment of his life: “As the LORD lives, what my God says, that I will speak” (2 Chronicles 18:13).
When Micaiah stood before Ahab and Jehoshaphat, he ac-



tually mocked Ahab by telling him to go to war and succeed. However, the ungodly king knew this prophet too well from previous encounters, and he asked for the truth in the name of the Lord.
In the following verses, Micaiah prophesied not only the de- feat of Ahab’s army but also the king’s death. He went even further and explained in detail to spiritually blind Ahab the events that had taken place in the spirit world. He pointed out the deadly deception Ahab was caught in. With this explana- tion, the prophet actually gave Ahab a last chance to repent and escape death. We recognize clearly how much Micaiah desired to call this wicked king and the people of Israel back to the liv- ing God.
The fierce encounter that followed between Zedekiah, one of the false prophets, and Micaiah shows how certain Micaiah was of his calling beyond any shadow of doubt and that it was indeed the Spirit of God who spoke through him.
Because of the truth he proclaimed, Micaiah was put in pris- on with little food and water. This was Ahab’s last act of defi- ance against God’s messenger before he mounted his chariot to ride off to his own death.
Micaiah’s life has left us with one of the brightest examples of what a true messenger of God must be like:
1. He must be sure of his calling.
2. He must be committed from the beginning of his ministry to this one thing: “What my God says, that I will speak.” This absolute commitment to the message and to the One who sent him is the only way to endure and succeed under tremendous pressure and opposition.
3. He must be willing to bear the consequences of his message, even if that means prison or death itself.
I have a suggestion for you: Write Micaiah’s commitment in your Bible on the front page: “As the LORD lives, what my God


says, that I will speak.” (2 Chronicles 18:13). Make it your com- mitment, and read it every time before you prepare a sermon or stand up to speak.
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)APPROVED BY GOD

s believers and servants of God, we do not walk alone somewhere out in a desert doing our own thing. The
Bible clearly says that we are part of a living body. Whatever we do will directly affect this living organism—the Body of Christ.
There are pastors, teachers and elders given to the church  to help us with our walk and service to God. Their guidance, counsel and examples are vital to help us keep our focus and our faith pure.
However, in the midst of the most godly leadership and denominational traditions as well, we must never forget that ultimately we are responsible to God Himself. Our denomina- tion or group may be satisfied with our activities, and they may approve of us and our ministry, but that is not enough. It must be God Himself who puts His stamp of approval on our lives and ministries.
The reason is this: He is the One who bought us with His precious blood. He is our owner and master, not a denomina- tion or group! He directly called us to serve Him, not a system. And He also will be the judge of our lives and work!



PRESENT YOURSELF APPROVED TO GOD
The apostle Paul recognized that, even though he told those he had won to Christ to follow his example of faith, walk and service, he by no means was appointed to be their final judge. When he wrote to Timothy, one of the young preachers he per- sonally discipled and trained, he said, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God . . .” (2 Timothy 2:15).
Timothy was the closest “son” in the faith, co-worker, friend and disciple Paul had. I am convinced Timothy did all he could to please his older friend, spiritual father and teacher. But Paul was telling him: “Timothy, I am glad you please me with your love and service to the Lord. However, my approval of you is not enough. You must take your eyes off even me and present yourself approved to God.”
With this attitude and command, Paul made Timothy di- rectly responsible to God Himself.
I can easily imagine that Paul’s evaluation and approval of Timothy would have been quite accurate. But Paul didn’t take this authority upon himself. He knew exactly where the bound- aries of his apostleship lay, and he was not about to take God’s place.
This is an area in which Christianity has made grave mis- takes. Systems and men-appointed leaders have become the fi- nal judge and source of approval for believers’ lives, ministries and faith. No longer are they made directly responsible to God. Now, whatever the system or tradition prescribes has become the measurement of approval.
The problem with this is that many of these systems and traditions have slowly but steadily departed from the Bible. Sud- denly, people are called on to choose the traditions of men and denominations rather than the commands of God.
This is exactly why Jesus got in trouble with the religious leadership of His time. He had to choose whether He was going
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to be approved by God, His Father, or by them. He chose to be approved of God, and this caused Him to be in constant con- flict with the system in which He lived. It also was the reason, humanly speaking, for His persecution and His crucifixion.
There were some rulers who recognized that Jesus was indeed sent by God; however, they found it too difficult to choose to be approved by God instead of men. We read in John 12:42–43 about their decision: “Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.”
Many of the heroes of the faith listed in Hebrews 11 were in the very same situation as Jesus. They had to make a decision whose approval they wanted to seek—man’s or God’s.
Noah and Abraham were lonely men in their generation, yet they presented themselves approved to God, by their faith (see Hebrews 11:1–2).
Joseph, after being sold into slavery, decided to present him- self approved to God in the midst of a land of idolatry. As a servant and later as a prisoner in jail, he chose to keep God’s command and suffer as an innocent man rather than to seek men’s approval and lose God’s.
Hebrews 11 also lists many unknown martyrs who chose to die rather than please men. What was their reward? God’s ap- proval of their faith and the promise of a reward in the future!
The same promise holds true for us as well. If we present ourselves approved to God, even if it costs a high price, there is a reward waiting for us: “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him” (James 1:12).
Great peace will come to our lives once we make up our


minds to seek God’s approval alone, instead of the approval of others.

ONLY GOD’S EVALUATION IS PERFECT
We are often blessed to have very godly leaders and believ- ers around us, who are a great help to us in getting our Chris- tian lives “in shape” so that we are able to present ourselves approved to God.
But even the best of leaders and the most experienced pastors who know how to deal with people are not qualified to accurately judge someone’s heart. Only God is able to do it. He made us, and nothing that is in our hearts is hidden before Him.
For He knows the secrets of the heart (Psalm 44:21). The LORD knows the way of the righteous (Psalm 1:6).
LORD, Thou hast searched me and known me. Thou dost know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost under- stand my thought from afar. Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down, and art intimately acquainted with all my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue, behold, O LORD, Thou dost know it all (Psalm 139:1–4).
As believers and Gospel workers, we must therefore willingly subject ourselves to the Lord’s examination. His approval or disapproval of our lives and service is the only truly accurate assessment there is. It doesn’t matter what we feel or think about ourselves or what others say about us. The only thing that counts for now and for all eternity is His approval of us and our ministry.
Paul addresses another problem in his second letter to the Corinthians: Gospel workers who approve of themselves and answer to no one. He points out what a trap and a deception this is.



For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves; but when they measure themselves by themselves, and compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding. For not he who commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord com- mends (2 Corinthians 10:12, 18).
I believe this is a much-needed warning for the time in which we live, when many seem to be tempted to make a great name for themselves regardless of whether God approves them or not.
ENCOUNTERING DISAPPROVAL AND
ACCUSATIONS IN OUR MINISTRY
Making the mistake of seeking approval from men. As much as our call must come from the Lord Himself, our final approval must also come from Him alone. If we forget this, we will face much heartache and discouragement in our ministry.
As we serve the Lord, we seem to be continuously tempted to somehow seek the approval of men, especially those who are close to us or whose opinions are valued in our community or church. If the people we deal with would be like the apostle Paul, then it would be to our advantage to get their evaluation. Un- fortunately, there are very few around with the heart of Paul.
Most of the time we encounter people who don’t care if we sink or swim. There are those who will tell us anything we want to hear except the truth and others who are secretly jealous and criticize us no matter what we do. Finally, there are those who have made it their life’s ambition to destroy us by spreading ru- mors, lies and false accusations. If we go around seeking men’s approval, many years of our lives will be spent battling discour- agement, bitterness and the desire to give it all up.
Disapproval from fellow believers. We have come to expect that the world hates us. We are not surprised or worried if they don’t approve of our life and ministry.
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But probably the most difficult things for us to handle are accusations and disapproval from fellow believers and other Christian workers. You  see, the Body of Christ is supposed   to be the most intimate family we have, and we expect to be loved, encouraged and supported in our efforts to build God’s kingdom. However, at the same time, we often forget that God never asked us to seek the approval of our fellow Christians instead of Him.
I remember quite a number of years ago, as I was in our church, a lady stood up to give a nice testimony—and it bothered me. Just a few days earlier, word had come to me that she had told others that she didn’t care for me at all. Because she knew of our ministry, I wondered why she wasn’t at least careful with the things she said. While I was feeling bad about her attitude toward me, the Lord asked me there at church, “Why do you seek her approval?” I immediately realized that I felt bad because I had been seeking her approval of me instead of the Lord’s!
Someone who really got in trouble by seeking men’s ap- proval was Joseph. Joseph was 17 years old when God started to speak to him through dreams. He related these dreams to  his brothers, hoping for their approval, understanding and joy over God speaking to him. After all, they were not outsiders. As his own family, they were closest to him. They were the sons of Israel and heirs of Abraham’s blessings. Wasn’t it safe to seek their approval?
With his expectations, Joseph earned their jealousy and ha- tred and was sold as a slave to Egypt. You see, the problem was that these sons of Israel were still very much in the making. God had two decades of work to do in their hearts before they were mature enough to meet Joseph again and accept the interpreta- tion of those dreams.
Why might our fellow believers not approve of us? Surely there will be brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ who will do all they



can to encourage us in our ministry and in the vision God has given us for our lives. However, there will be others who will not approve of us; here are some reasons why:
1. The believers we deal with might not have the maturity, insight or vision to be able to understand why we make certain decisions. They may not be able to comprehend why we invest our lives in things for which they have no burden.
2. We may give cause for confusion. We make mistakes out of lack of experience, and we make unfortunate decisions we have to reverse later. We are not always correct in our perceptions, nor do we always act wisely in what we say, how we say it and to whom.
3. Some believers and Gospel workers feel threatened by our success. If we do well in our ministry, they feel overlooked, left out and put down. Unless a person is very careful, he will give room for jeal- ousy and open his heart to any suggestions the devil might have.
It takes great maturity and love for the kingdom of God to be selfless in the sight of others’ “glory.” John the Baptist was such a man. He lost his audience, his disciples and his popular- ity to Jesus, but he stood there rejoicing and saying, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).
4. The person who does not approve of us is a carnal Christian who has left Jesus’ command to “love one another.” He has given room to envy and every imagination originating from the devil’s inspiration. If such a person continues in his way, he will be  so deceived that he will think it is his right and his duty to go against his brother. In his heart he has not only accused him, but already convicted and sentenced him. Now he is on a cru- sade to justify and prove that his judgment was right. He is so deceived that he cannot see or recognize his deception.
How to deal with accusations and disapproval. It doesn’t really matter whether the accusations and disapproval come from people who hate us because they don’t know the Lord, from


believers who are genuinely concerned or from others who are jealous. What matters is what we are going to do about it.
We could fight back with the same bitterness, or we could perhaps take legal action. We could defend ourselves and prove to everyone how right we are. We could set out to take revenge, or we could walk away from everything, disillusioned and bro- kenhearted.
As believers and servants of the King of kings, we must find the humility of heart to reflect our Heavenly Father and to ap- proach the situation as Jesus would.
1. We should take the whole matter to the Lord and ask for His wisdom for each situation.
2. If the person who accuses us is right in his accusation, we must change and correct what we did wrong. Our hearts must be sensitive enough to accept correction, even from an enemy if he is right.
3. If our conscience is clear and the accusations are unfounded, we must go on serving the Lord without being worried, bitter or troubled. We are called upon to forgive as Jesus would and to leave our burdens with Him. He is able to deal with those who disapprove of us unjustly. We do not have to justify ourselves. He will do it on our behalf, in His own time and in His own way. All we must do is to keep our hearts clear toward God and toward those who disapprove of us.
4. As for us, we are called on to have peace with all men—if pos- sible (see Romans 12:18). Let us be willing to take steps toward this peace, especially if it involves other believers. A face-to-face talk (not fight), a word spoken in humility, deliberately praying and blessing our “enemy,” choosing not to reply to angry words, waiting patiently for God to defend us—all these things are bibli- cal avenues to help bring about this peace.
We should focus on our own hearts. We can end up being so hurt and so discouraged that our service to the Lord may become less than effective.



I have learned a lot from my husband in this area by watch- ing how he has dealt with people who thought they were so jus- tified in their accusations toward him. At the time when he first came to the United States to go to Bible school and especially after our marriage, some of his former co-workers, leaders and friends thought he had left the faith and forgotten his commit- ment to the Lord, his burden for India and the lost world.
I remember well how stunned I was by some of the letters he received, and I asked him what he was going to do about it. He said, “Nothing. These people are disappointed or have hurt feelings. I cannot prove to them that I am right. Give it time and God will show it to them.” He never replied to the accusations by defending himself. All he did was thank them for their love and concern.
After a few years, some of these same brothers wrote and asked for forgiveness. Today they are our very best friends in the ministry.
In our ministry we receive all sorts of letters, from all kinds of people. Some are wonderful, but a few accuse us of things we have never said, done or even thought about. Sometimes I wonder what great bitterness must have caused these people to say all these things. It used to hurt my feelings when I read some of these accusations, because I know my husband’s heart and his burden for the lost. If they could only see his life, the end- less travels, the little time he can spend at home, the burdens of leading a ministry and the hours early in the morning and late at night when he studies and prepares his daily radio broad- casts, besides everything else. I often wish those people would take a look at his life and his heart before judging something they don’t even know about.
But recently I found a way to look at those letters in a dif- ferent light; and I must say, they don’t bother me much any- more. The Lord reminded me of something He Himself said in


Matthew 10:24–25: “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!”
Do you know what that means? The religious leaders not only disapproved of Jesus being the Messiah, but they actually declared that He was possessed not just by a demon but by Sa- tan himself. After you are accused of this, there is nothing else left of which to be accused!
Jesus said that if He faced this kind of treatment, we can be sure that we will face the very same thing! For us, this means that by the time our lives are over, we should have been accused of everything! It should be no surprise to us when people accuse us of anything they can think of. We should actually expect it to happen. No matter how careful we are, we must remember that if Jesus, who never did anything wrong, ended up with such severe accusations, we will too.
The Bible tells us that none of us should give any cause to be accused rightly, but that we must live in such a way that when things are checked out, our accusers will be proved wrong:
Keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong (1 Peter 3:16–17).
By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler (1 Peter 4:15).
There is even a special blessing promised to those who face false accusations because of Christ:
Blessed are you when men revile you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so



they persecuted the prophets who were before you (Matthew 5:11–12).
If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God (1 Peter 4:14, 16).
Whatever happens around us, let us walk before our God with a pure heart, seeking His approval alone. Men’s accusa- tions and disapproval will come and go. We must determine that they will never become the reason for us to look back after we have put our hands to the plow.
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• • • • •
As you are called to serve the living God, either full-time or within your local church, you will inevitably deal with the lives and souls of other people. When you read the Scripture, Old or New Testament, many times you will see the concern and grief of God the Father over the treatment His people received from those who were supposed to shepherd, lead, protect and teach them.
James and Paul wrote:



Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment (James 3:1).
And let these also first be tested; then let them serve as dea- cons if they are beyond reproach (1 Timothy 3:10).
The apostles wrote these instructions because they were very much aware of what a serious thing it is to take care of God’s own children. They are the apple of His eye, regardless of how insignificant they might look.
If you are called to be a caretaker of His children, you had better be aware of this: Whatever you do with them, good or bad, God will demand an account from you for each of them (see Hebrews 13:17).
God has a purpose for each individual believer in His king- dom, and your duty is to get them ready for it. It takes a tremen- dous amount of patience, prayer, teaching, love and wisdom to accomplish this. Bringing up God’s own sons and daughters is an enormous task that you should go about with fear and trem- bling, not with an attitude of arrogance or negligence.
To better understand what God expects from us, let us di- vide this task into three major areas: feeding His sheep, making disciples and completion in Christ.
• •  •  • •
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)FEED  MY SHEEP

esus commissioned Peter three times to feed His sheep or lambs (John 21:15–17, KJV).
I suppose that Jesus had many reasons to reaffirm His love and His calling to Peter after he had denied Him three times. But perhaps Jesus knew that Peter had the tendency to forget what the primary task of a true shepherd was: feeding the sheep. This means taking them to places where they find enough grass and water not only to sustain their lives, but also to look healthy and develop normally.
Jesus was very concerned that Peter would not only lead the sheep, protect them and increase the flock, but that he actually would give them food to eat as well. This sounds so simple and logical that we might wonder why Jesus put such an emphasis on it. I believe He did it because He knew that Peter, and many of the shepherds after him, would continually be tempted to get involved in other important issues and in the process forget to feed the sheep.

WHAT DO I FEED THE SHEEP?
Jesus was well aware that man was created as a spirit being, and as such he must have spiritual food to survive. The devil,



however, very cleverly offered Jesus (and he offers us as well) physical bread for our spiritual hunger. Jesus immediately rec- ognized that this substitute, however tempting it might appear, could never satisfy or nourish His Spirit. Because of this, He rejected the devil’s offer, and He very clearly stated the reason why: “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).
Man always looks and searches to find something to feed his spirit. God has told us that His Word is the only food by which we can live. He has not only told us what we need, but He has provided it and sent it directly from heaven. The apostle John describes it with these words: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word became flesh” (John 1:1, 14).
Jesus knew that He was this Word and, therefore, the very food mankind would need. Without fear, He declared this to those who listened to His teaching. We read His words in John 6:
It is not Moses who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven (v. 32).
For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world (v. 33).
I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst (v. 35).
I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread also which I shall give for the life of the world is My flesh (v. 51).
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life; and I will raise him up on the last day. For My flesh is true food,
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and My blood is true drink. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me. This is the bread which came down out of heaven; not as the fathers ate, and died, he who eats this bread shall live forever (vv. 53–58).
Jesus possibly offended more people with this declaration than with anything else He said. In the first place, it sounded too radical, cannibalistic and exclusive. His audience walked off, not wanting to hear any further explanation or interpreta- tion. They were ready to take some of Jesus with which they could feed their spirits, but not all of Him. They still wanted their spiritual diets to have more variety, perhaps adding some traditions, some philosophies of the Pharisees and some favor- ite man-made interpretations of the Scriptures.
It was too hard for these Jews to accept the fact that Jesus Himself was the only thing they needed for their salvation and their spiritual food. They did not recognize that Jesus was the full revelation and incarnation of the Word of God. Nothing was missing.
What do all these Bible verses mean for us today? If a shep- herd decides to feed his flock with anything less or more than the whole Word of God, he is about to kill his sheep! At the very least, he will weaken their health and make them vulner- able to disease.
Does this mean that we cannot talk about anything else, such as church history, human relationships or health issues, in our churches? No, I don’t mean this at all. Some of these things are very important for our lives here on earth, as well as our better un- derstanding of the Bible. However, if we attempt to feed people’s spirits with doctrinal debates, denominational pride, church poli- tics, upholding of traditions, political issues, pet doctrines and so on, it will not do one thing for their spiritual health.


It is the Word, and the Word alone, that brings conviction of sin, salvation, freedom, healing and deliverance.
“Is not My word like fire?” declares the LORD, “and like a
hammer which shatters a rock?” (Jeremiah 23:29).
Therefore every one who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock (Matthew 7:24).
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart (Hebrews 4:12).
He sent His word and healed them (Psalm 107:20).
So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it (Isaiah 55:11).
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away (Matthew 24:35).
The sum of Thy word is truth (Psalm 119:160).
And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free (John 8:32).
The apostle Paul, who was more educated than most of his contemporaries and definitely more than the rest of the apos- tles, made this statement about his own ministry: “For I deter- mined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).
With this, he testified fully to the fact that no matter how wonderful and great a philosophy or tradition or how brilliant



a human idea may be, it can never do in a thousand years what the Word of God can do in one single moment.
HOW HEALTHY ARE THE SHEEP?
If we want to determine whether a shepherd feeds his sheep or not, we only need to observe how healthy his sheep look and act. It is amazing how many shepherds think they feed their sheep, when they actually beat them every time they come to church instead. It doesn’t seem to matter how wounded, how discouraged or how hungry the sheep are, they still hear a con- demnation sermon each time they show up. Thus they go home feeling even more terrible than when they came.
There is definitely a place for correction and discipline, but when it is out of proportion, it will fail to achieve God’s pur- pose. Only when a sheep is well fed by his shepherd will he or she develop an inner trust to accept correction and positively benefit from it.
In some fellowships, the sheep are given starvation rations— not enough to really thrive on but just a little too much to die. God’s original intention was to have a Church that is a power- ful witness on earth, invincible and well able to face the attacks of the devil. However, this is impossible if the shepherd is feed- ing his sheep too little of the truth or not often enough.
Perhaps the reason may be that within the framework of a denomination, the shepherd has been denied the liberty to go be- yond denominational beliefs with his teaching. The reason could also be that the shepherd lacks understanding of the Word of God and of the need of his flock, or he may not prepare himself well through prayer, study and a personal commitment to God to preach the truth regardless of man-made restrictions.
Then in other places, the diet of the sheep consists of only one type of “grass,” and the sheep suffer from severe malnutri- tion due to lack of essential nutrients.


Jesus said that we live on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. This means that we are not meant to live by only one or two words, but by every one of God’s words. Unless the whole counsel of God is proclaimed and taught, we are not able to function normally.
For example, believers who hear only about grace and love will not know how to do spiritual warfare or evangelism, and the world around them will go to hell. If all that is taught con- sists of waiting for the second coming of Christ, the church will miss the chance to be salt and light in its generation.
We must not worry that the sheep entrusted to us will be at a disadvantage if we don’t have a college degree or doctorate or if we know little about human philosophies. As long as we are faithful in giving them the Word of God, they will receive the best food available for their spirits.

PREPARATION OF THE FOOD
Whether you hold the office of a pastor or if you disciple only one convert, your primary goal must always be to feed your sheep in the best way possible. You cannot expect to do justice to the task and come up with a well-balanced meal for your sheep if you hope that God will just drop the message in your heart the moment you stand up to preach. Neither should you be a bit surprised to find your teaching shallow if you glance through your Bible to find something to talk about five minutes before Sunday school starts.
Some people believe that no preparation, and especially no notes, is a clear sign of being led by the Holy Spirit. They have seen great men of God stand before a huge crowd and preach for three hours without notes and with great anointing.
We must not be mistaken. The anointing and the wisdom of these men are not rooted in the absence of notes or preparation,



but rather in a lifelong walk with the Lord. Many of them have years of experience as pastors and evangelists, and they have lived, studied, taught and prayed for years through the Scrip- tures they teach.
There are pastors who can not only recite entire chapters  by heart, but who can talk on almost any subject, references included, without opening their Bibles. This looks very impres- sive; but believe me, these abilities didn’t come cheaply to them or without study. The truth is, they have worked and studied harder than others in order to qualify to teach, preach and counsel.
There is no doubt that God is able to give instant messages or a revelation of Scripture, but we must not try to assume that these moments of special grace are the only thing needed to feed the sheep. When we look in the Bible, we find that God expects those who lead others to know the Scriptures through diligent study, prayer and application in their own lives.
This is what God commanded—and expects of—those He has appointed as leaders and teachers:
This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success (Joshua 1:8).
Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; perse- vere in these things; for as you do this you will insure salva- tion both for yourself and for those who hear you (1 Timothy 4:16).
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15, KJV).


From childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom. All Scripture is inspired
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correc- tion, for training in righteousness; that the man of God  may be adequate, equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:15–17).
Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; re- prove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction (2 Timothy 4:2).
For the overseer must be above reproach as God’s steward,
. . . holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict (Titus 1:7, 9).
It takes a tremendous amount of time, discipline and com- mitment not only to qualify to become a shepherd, but to cor- rectly feed the sheep as well.
If you teach others, you must first set a specific goal of what you want them to learn. Then, you must make careful plans as to how to bring them from where they are now to that goal.
Paul was not a “hit-and-miss” preacher. Whenever he stood up to preach and teach his converts, he knew exactly what his goal was. He tells us this in 1 Timothy 1:5: “But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.”
No single truth of the Bible is meant to stand alone with- out it being further explained, balanced, completed and put in proper perspective by the whole of Scripture. Therefore, it is our obligation to feed the sheep by teaching the entire Scripture in a well-planned manner. It has to be done with the leading  of the Holy Spirit, step-by-step, and in a very practical way that enables your people to apply what they have learned to their everyday lives.



Many of your converts will come from non-Christian or nominal Christian backgrounds and will need special instruc- tion in foundational doctrines, major biblical events and basic Christian living and values. You need to have a teaching series tailor-made just for them and special classes set up to help them gain understanding and get the right start. The class must be separate from the regular church service to give them the op- portunity to ask questions.
In your normal church service, you must have the goal to teach your people systematically. This is not done by only speak- ing on various topics or Bible stories or by picking verses out at random from the Bible. These methods all have their rightful place and purpose. But systematically instructing them in the Word of God requires that you teach book by book and verse by verse through the entire Bible. Remember: “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).
Unless your people are taught the entire Word linked to- gether, they will not become spiritually strong and immovable in their faith. They will have bits and pieces of truth floating around in their heads, not knowing how they belong together. What they need is to be grounded and established in the Word and in their faith, which will only happen when the entire Scrip- ture becomes part of their lives.
To teach systematically might require a change in the tradi- tional format of your service. Unless you have set aside a spe- cific time for this teaching, it will not work.
Many times in our Indian church services, there are four or five visiting preachers waiting to get a chance to speak. Some of them will preach for two hours without a break, and only very few abide by the time reserved for them. If you plan to do your teaching after your people have already listened to five sermons,


you can forget it. The human mind is only capable of so much concentration and input.
If you cannot restrict guest speakers from using up the en- tire service, you should do your teaching first, right after the worship. You must be more concerned that your sheep are fed right rather than trying to please guest speakers at the expense of the sheep’s welfare.
BEING GOOD STEWARDS OF THE WORD
God is with us in every step as we go about feeding His sheep. He hasn’t left us alone with this enormous task, but He has given us the Holy Spirit to enlighten and instruct us how to break the Bread of Life. At the same time, He works in every believer, opening their understanding and leading them into  all truth.
I am sure that as you prepare to feed your sheep, the Holy Spirit gives you ideas, insights and understanding of how Scrip- ture connects together. And often as you speak, powerful exam- ples come to your mind and you are able to use them effectively. Other times, while you ride in a bus, work in the kitchen or walk down the road, God opens up His Word to you.
What do you do with all this insight? I’ll tell you what the devil does with it: He works very hard to rob and to steal it!
Because of our human limitations, we can only remember so much. After two hours or two days of busy work, we can only retain a fraction of the good thoughts we had last week.
Dear brother, dear sister—how can it benefit you in your ministry today if you had 15 good illustrations in the past three weeks on how to present a specific truth, but you forgot 14 of them?
I firmly believe that the Holy Spirit expects us to be good stewards, not only of our possessions, but especially of the truth He reveals to us and the insights He gives us into Scripture. God



expects us to work with what He has entrusted to us. There is no doubt that He knows our limitations and how much we are able to remember. However, most of us have no excuse because He has given us the ability to write things down.
Perhaps you feel that you don’t have any talent to write or even spell things very well. This doesn’t matter at all. Your notes are just for you, to help you remember the things God has taught you. As long as you can read them, they are enough.
Just to give you a few ideas, let me share some things with you that have worked for me.
I always keep a notebook and a pen with me. This notebook is not for writing sermons and outlines. It is a collection of small thoughts, ideas, an understanding of a truth or an illustration. There is no particular order to it. I just use it whenever I feel that God has given me something I don’t want to forget.
Often, these notes are just a few words or a sentence or two. However, I later use these collections of thoughts when I prepare for a message or teaching. In fact, quite a number of the subjects in this book started with just a small entry in my notebook.
If I prepare a teaching for a ladies’ meeting, for example, I not only make a short outline with the major points, but I write a sec- ond one with every thought written out in such a way that I can pick up my notes after three years and know exactly what I meant at that time.
Often I only take the short outline to my meeting, because the content is so fresh in my heart. However, I know from ex- perience that if I don’t speak on the same subject for a year or more, the thoughts I once had will be lost and buried under a thousand other ones—unless I write them down and keep them in my file.
After speaking in a meeting, I correct my teaching notes. During the presentation I discover whether some parts might be too
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long, lack enough illustrations or be irrelevant to people’s life- styles. Many times as I speak, good thoughts and examples I had not thought of before come to my mind. If I don’t add them to my notes right away, they will get lost.
You need to find your own ways of preserving what God gives to you. It is your responsibility, and all it takes is just a little discipline!
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)MAKING DISCIPLES
aking disciples is probably the most joyful, as well as the most fearful, part of the process for anyone
whom the Lord has called to care for His children. Disciples are not born; they are made!
A new Christian is no different from a newborn baby. He has the breath of life in him, but he doesn’t know how to live in this world! The ones who nurture him will undoubtedly become his models for language, actions, work, love, affection, right and wrong, commitment, endurance, faithfulness and obedience.
It is not enough to tell a small child, “Feed yourself, dress yourself, and learn your ABCs.” No, you must patiently show him how and assist him until he finally learns even the most basic of tasks.
In the same way, it is not enough to tell your new converts, “This is what the Bible says on this subject—now go and do it.” No, you must live the truth you try to teach them in such a clear way that you can confidently say: “Watch me; this is how it looks practically, and this is the way you can live it too.”
Jesus “made” His disciples by portraying everything He taught in front of their eyes. The Pharisees interpreted Scrip- ture to the people with their philosophies and debates, but Jesus



interpreted Scripture by living it. There was no discrepancy be- tween His words and deeds. When He called His disciples with the words “Follow Me,” it meant more than just traveling with Him through the countryside. It meant this: “Imitate Me, learn by observing Me, and then do exactly as you saw Me do it.”
Paul never said this to the Christians he had won: “You read the Scripture and then figure out how to apply it.” No, he actu- ally encouraged them to imitate him and to learn by watching, just as Jesus did.
Paul didn’t think of himself as perfect, but he recognized his responsibility as an apostle and teacher. He knew these con- verts had never seen Jesus walking on the earth. He knew they had never met Peter, John or James personally. In fact, most of them were from heathen backgrounds, having no clue about the law of Moses and the God of Israel. If Paul had not practi- cally shown them how to live out their new faith, they would not have had any model for their lives.
You can make believers with the right teachings, but you can- not make disciples without being a living example.
Before Jesus went to heaven, He commanded His followers to make disciples of all nations. In other words, He told them: “You became My disciples by watching Me; now you must go and make disciples by letting others watch you.”
When we recognize this principle, it puts a tremendous pres- sure and responsibility on us to walk, talk, think and act in a manner that is worthy of Jesus and worthy to be imitated. You see, it is not our words or teaching that qualify us to make dis- ciples. It is our everyday lives, our private innermost thoughts, our dealing with others, our relationships with our wife or hus- band or children. If we want to make disciples, we cannot have thoughts and actions that contradict the Word of God. We have to be real to the core.
The Body of Christ is hurting very deeply in this area. It
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seems that so many believers who are supposed to be mature— elders and even pastors—disqualify themselves by holding on to grudges, gossip, greed, unforgiveness and revenge. When con- fronted, they defend and justify their actions and motives.
What kind of disciples do you make? You will reproduce ex- actly what you are yourself. Even your secret attitudes will show up in your disciples. This is simply the law of seed and harvest. The seed you sow into your disciples will produce accordingly.
Paul was very much aware of the fact that, unless the leader- ship in the Body of Christ portrays the character of Jesus, the whole church will be in trouble. Therefore, he wrote very clear guidelines in 1 and 2 Timothy and in Titus for those who are in any kind of leadership. Elders, deacons and pastors are required to have a life, private or public, that is beyond reproach. Their wives and families as well must be examples that are worthy to be followed.
You—as a leader, pastor, Sunday school teacher, Bible wom- an or missionary—set the atmosphere and the standard for your group, fellowship, ministry or church. You will see exactly what you are yourself reproduced in others. If you are critical, nega- tive and argumentative, you will end up with disciples who are just like that.
It is actually very simple: If you want loving people—you must portray love. If you desire giving people—you must practice giv- ing. If you want forgiving people—you must extend forgiveness. If you long to have people of faith—you must exercise faith. And remember, you cannot stop at showing these godly characteris- tics only once. You must portray them again and again before your people, until they learn it.
It is an awesome responsibility before God to shape the lives of other people with the example of our own lives. In addition to this, whatever they have learned by observing us, they will pass on to the next generation of believers!



Often, when a pastor takes over an existing church, he finds himself surrounded by disciples who display very un-Christlike traits such as selfishness and pride. Someone in the previous leadership of that church must have portrayed that character trait before them, or at least tolerated it when it entered the church door. It is a terrible task, and nearly impossible, for a pastor to rid a church of such un-Christlike characteristics, es- pecially if they became traditions long ago and have been passed along by several generations of believers.
In many ways, I hope and pray that you will be extremely cau- tious from the very beginning of your ministry, because what you live before your people will determine the kind of disciples you make.
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hen God asked us to feed His sheep and to make disciples out of them, He had one single goal in
mind: that one day each of His sheep will attain a maturity as described in Ephesians 4:11–13:
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the build- ing up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
Unless we as Gospel workers keep God’s perspective and fi- nal goal for His sheep before our eyes at all times, we will get lost, taking them in a thousand different directions, and end up with a flock of 40-year-old baby sheep.
In order for a newborn child to become a mature adult, he or she must naturally go through several different developmental stages. Each new level builds on the growth and skills acquired during the previous months and years of training. However, the



parents know well that for normal development, there is a defi- nite time limit to each stage. The whole process of growing up should be completed within a reasonable number of years.
Exactly what we see taking place in the physical development of a child from birth to maturity must also take place in the spiritual development of each person born into the family of God. God has made it easy for us as “spiritual parents” to un- derstand and to know what normal spiritual growth looks like. He has given us the physical pattern of a child’s development to observe and to go by, as we care for and train the spiritual children God has given us.
To make it simple, we will divide the growing-up period into three major stages and look at each one from a physical as well as a spiritual standpoint, in the light of Ephesians 4:11–13.
STAGE ONE: TOTAL DEPENDENCE
The birth of a new baby usually brings joy to the whole fam- ily. There is an atmosphere of excitement and celebration when you enter the house. Grandma and Grandpa, as well as all the rest of the relatives, come to visit.
But the most obvious change of all is that for a long time after the baby is born, the parents and other helpers are busier than at any other time in this baby’s life. At this point, the new- born baby is in a stage of total dependency on others. He can- not even hold his head up by himself. Someone has to attend to every one of his needs. He must be held, comforted, fed, burped, clothed, cleaned, bathed and carried from one place to another. So, while the baby is a great joy to have in the family, he requires continuous attention and special care.
Paul talks about this same experience when he describes how he took care of his new converts:
I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it (1 Corinthians 3:2).
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But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children (1 Thessalonians 2:7).
Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears (Acts 20:31).
In Ephesians 4:11–13, Paul tells us that God gave apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers for the purpose of (1) equipping the saints and (2) building up the Body of Christ. In other words, God did not leave the care and upbringing of His newborn children to chance! On the contrary, He planned it very carefully, by assigning the job of father, mother and nurse- maid to His most qualified servants!
Why did He do this? We often think that the most qualified teachers and leaders should look after the most advanced believ- ers, because almost anybody can take care of the new converts. Perhaps we should ask ourselves this question: Who in all the church needs the most building up? Is it not the new converts? But before any building up can be done, something else needs to happen first, which in my opinion is the main reason why God has selected such a special task force to attend to the new believers. In this stage of total dependency, as well as in the next stage, the most crucial event in the life of a believer must take place: the laying of the foundation of his faith and walk
with God.
This foundation has to be laid by someone who really knows what he is doing, because it must be strong enough to withstand every storm of life and every attack of Satan and his demon forces. Even though the whole church will—and must—be in- volved in bringing up the new family member, the responsibility of laying the foundation and watching over the building process must be carried out by those whom the Lord has specifically ap- pointed and equipped for this task.


Paul wrote about this in 1 Corinthians 3:10: “According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master build- er I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. But let each man be careful how he builds upon it.”
STAGE TWO: DOING THINGS FOR HIMSELF
Now the baby is getting older. He is gaining strength, and he begins to observe and imitate others. He can hold up his head by himself, and before long he turns over, sits up, crawls, stands and eventually walks without any help. He learns to grasp things with his fingers and soon is able to perform simple tasks.
Very early on he makes sounds that develop into words and later into complete sentences. As the child grows a little older, he learns to eat by himself. Of course, as he starts out, he will spill a lot of rice and make a big mess. However, some of the food will end up in his mouth, and before long the child is able to feed himself.
This is a stage of new discoveries for the child, as well as many dangers. The child is curious and tries out his newly ac- quired skills. He climbs on chairs and tables, tries to touch the fire and stuffs hazardous objects in his mouth.
The child needs constant supervision, guidance, protection and correction because he is not yet able to recognize dangers. However, with time, practice and the right guidance, he learns to walk, talk and feed himself without any help.
Spiritually, during this second stage, a new Christian grows from a totally dependent baby Christian into a child of God who has learned the basic skills of walking in his new faith, talking with God through prayer and feeding himself with the Word of God by reading and consistently practicing the Scriptures.
At this second stage, the main work of the “building up” team is to encourage and stimulate every new attempt to learn a skill. It is vital to provide clear direction as well as loving correc-



tion and protection. A wise and experienced teacher will take into consideration the growth rate and ability to learn of each individual child of God. This is important because if pushed too hard or too early or not encouraged enough, the young be- liever will either get hurt or experience a standstill.
That is why Paul instructs Timothy in 1 Timothy 3:6 not to put a new convert in charge of a church. This is not because the new believer doesn’t love God enough or has no zeal to serve Him. He probably has more enthusiasm than most older believ- ers. However, Paul wants the new convert to first have enough time to develop his personal relationship with God, pass a few tests, gain experience in battle, learn humility and be proven in his faith and commitment.
The whole factor Paul emphasizes here is this: Development and maturity do not happen instantly; rather, they take time. We have to grant this time to a believer if we don’t want to en- danger him or allow the church to get hurt.
However, at the end of this second stage, with the right in- structions, building up and encouragement, the young believer will have successfully learned the basic skills for his personal walk with God.
STAGE THREE: DOING THINGS FOR OTHERS
When parents teach and bring up their son and daughter, they do it with a specific expectation. They desire that later on their children will have reached a maturity level at which they not only can do things for themselves, but for others as well.
You expect your daughter to iron the clothes and cook for the family. You expect your son to go to the rice fields and help with the farm work. After all, they are now old enough to take on some responsibility.
When we read the passage in Ephesians 4:11–15 very care- fully, we can see clearly that these pastors, teachers and others are not given to the believers for an unlimited time, but only
 (
Consider
 
Your
 
Call
) (
182
)
 (
Complete
 
in
 
Christ
) (
183
)


until they have reached maturity (v. 13). They are expected by God Himself to grow up:
· To a mature man, to the measure of the stature which be-
longs to the fullness of Christ (v. 13)
· To no longer be children (v. 14)
· In all aspects into Him (v. 15)
In other words, for every believer there must come a time in his life when the parents are no longer needed and his train- ing is complete. The kind of maturity that God expects from each believer is to be equipped “for the work of service” (v. 12). This means when you as Gospel worker did your job right, your converts must be able to do ministry as well—on their own. Re- member, you are given to them until maturity.
Jesus had His disciples with Him. Throughout the four Gos- pels we read how He trained them, always knowing that He had only three years until the cross. By then His training and teach- ing would be cut off, whether they were ready or not.
However, Jesus planned ahead. One day He called them and basically told them, “Now you have watched Me long enough and you have heard enough teaching. You have reached a level of maturity where I can send you to do the ‘work of service.’ ” Je- sus clearly outlined what He meant by this in Matthew 10:7–8: “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons; freely you received, freely give.”
To recognize that this is what Jesus calls “the work of service” might cause a pastor or elder to ask: “Lord, are you sure that I am supposed to train each of my converts to have such faith and courage to do all these things? Is it not enough for  them  if I teach them to sing, collect the offering and once in a while pass out a Gospel tract? Shouldn’t it be someone else’s job to go after these other more difficult tasks?”



I believe this attitude has made many  of  our  churches very weak.
Many believers expect their pastor to hold their hands, weep with them and be there for them whenever they need comfort, healing or an answer to prayer. He is the one who is supposed to touch heaven for them and do warfare on their behalf. After all, he is the pastor, and they are only poor sheep.
Biblically, this is totally wrong. When we read the book of Acts, we see a powerful church in which “the work of service” was not limited to one or two people but was shared by all believers.
In Mark 16:16–18, Jesus declared that “those who have be- lieved” will cast out demons and heal the sick. He didn’t limit this activity to those whom He appointed as pastors, elders or missionaries. According to this Scripture alone, God obviously expects more from an “ordinary” believer than just passing out songbooks.
Our responsibility must be to teach every believer how to do spiritual warfare, because there is a village, a nation and a world to be won for Christ. It is impossible for the pastor to do it all by himself. In God’s plan, the devil should have reason to tremble before even a little grandmother in our congregation because she is about “the work of service.”
After the resurrection, Jesus told His disciples, “As the Fa- ther has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21). This means that we and the believers entrusted to us are now called to do exactly what Jesus Himself used to do: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are downtrodden, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18–19).
Furthermore, Jesus explained to His disciples the kind of attitude He had while performing His ministry and that He ex- pected them to have the same: “It is not so among you, but who-


ever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:26–28).
Last, He commissioned His disciples to go into all the world and make disciples of all nations. He charged them also with these words: “. . . teaching them to observe all that I command- ed you” (Matthew 28:20).
What does all this mean? As responsible Gospel workers, we cannot afford to teach our converts less than what God expects of them. We must seek with all diligence to bring them to a maturity level at which they are useful for God’s kingdom and qualified to do the work of the ministry.
MATURITY PROBLEMS
Whenever growing up takes place, physically or spiritually, things do not always go smoothly. Parents and children encoun- ter maturity problems that need to be solved before the desired goal can be reached. Let us deal here with just two of these problems.
The child’s problem. Most children are excited to grow up and begin to earn adult privileges, such as staying up late, going places, making decisions, spending money, buying nice clothes and so on. Yet often these same children don’t want to take on adult responsibilities.
The daughter finds it easier if Mommy does all the cooking, ironing and cleaning, because she is much faster and better. The daughter has reached a maturity level to master these skills, and with practice she could increase her speed and ability as well, but she would still rather have others serve her.
The son is now able to carry heavy loads and work in the field for his father, but he doesn’t want to do it. When the son was little, Daddy did all this hard work and the little boy only



watched him. But now the son is taller than his father, and he has big shoulders too! However, he still prefers to let his father do the field work, because Daddy has always done it anyway. Af- ter all, life is more comfortable if he can avoid being exhausted by hard work.
Many times a pastor faces the same kind of problems in his church. There are mature, “grown up” believers in his fellow- ship, but they find it by far more comfortable if the pastor, el- ders and Sunday school teachers serve them, instead of going out to serve others themselves. However, if believers act like this, they will not reach God’s goal for their lives.
The parents’ problem. The biggest problem parents struggle with is to allow their children to take on adult responsibilities. The children are often very enthusiastic when it comes to trying something new and exciting, but their parents are reluctant to let them do it. Why?
It is too difficult for them to imagine that this child, who was just a baby yesterday, is actually ready and able to handle respon- sibility. They still want to be that mother hen, who watches over her chicks and at any sign of danger gathers them under her wings. Parents experience fear, knowingly or unknowingly, in letting their children walk toward maturity and independence. Spiritual parents face the same fear when their “children” come to maturity. For so long they have watched over them, cared for them and protected them; and it is hard to imagine that they could be ready to fight the battle for others. What if they would get hurt or stumble, lose their faith or fail in their outreach work?
What if they couldn’t heal the sick or cast out the demons? What if a false doctrine or persecution comes their way?
FINDING SOLUTIONS
Whether the maturity problem lies with the believers who refuse to take responsibility or with a church leadership that


doesn’t allow the believers to “do the work of the ministry,” God’s kingdom will suffer unless a solution is found.
Teaching and practice. I believe most of the “children’s prob- lems” that occur when believers do not want to take responsi- bility can be solved, or even prevented, by proper teaching and practice. If a new believer is taught from day one what God expects from him when he comes to maturity, he will not be overwhelmed or surprised when the time comes to take respon- sibility.
If he is permitted to learn step-by-step and to practice what he has learned at the same time, it will be a natural process to make it part of his life. For example, if a new believer is taught how to pray for a sick member of his Sunday school class, later on he will have no problem praying in the same way for those in need in his community.
The best way for a new believer to understand practically what it means to take on responsibility is to grow up in a church in which everyone is about the work of the ministry. When he observes every member performing his or her service accord- ing to their maturity level, gifts and calling, he will understand that there is no such thing as a believer without a job in God’s kingdom.
Allow them to make mistakes in order to learn. In order for our children to become useful at home and outside the family, they need to have a chance to learn. To solve the “parents’ problem,” we need to allow them to take on responsibilities that match their maturity levels.
When Sarah was seven years old, she wanted to iron my clothes. I bought her a small play iron at the toy store—one that didn’t get hot. But she said, “I don’t want this one. I want to do the real thing.”
I was afraid because I had burned myself on several occa- sions, and I never wanted that to happen to her. But then I



decided to teach her, and I was surprised at how quickly she learned. Now she irons the school clothes and sometimes my clothes as well. In fact, I count on her help.
Then she wanted to chop vegetables with my big kitchen knife. I told her, “Sarah, I am so scared for you. Look at my finger. See all these scars? They happened with this knife. You first take this small knife and practice cutting the carrots with it. Maybe later I will let you use my big one.” I knew it would only be a matter of time before I had to allow her to use my other knife as well.
When my son Daniel asked to ride a big bicycle for the first time, I immediately thought of all the bruises he would have. “Perhaps he should wait,” I thought, but his legs were long enough to reach the pedals. I decided to let him have a few bruises and allow him to learn to ride his bike.
When Daniel was younger, he wanted to replace some boards that had broken off of the fence. I warned him to be careful with the hammer and nails and that it would be very painful if he hit his fingers.
In spite of my knowledge that no one has ever learned to han- dle a hammer without hitting his fingers a few times, I allowed him to go ahead and fix the fence. I knew if I didn’t let him try, he could never learn it. He did hit his fingers that day, but he also replaced the boards and fixed the fence. Now I can send him out with a hammer and nails and know without any fear that he is able to do a good job without hurting himself. I know because in the past I permitted him to learn by experience.
For us as parents, it is the hardest thing to choose to let our children make some mistakes while learning to take on respon- sibility. It is impossible to come to maturity and to gain experi- ence without a few hurts, burns or bruises along the way!
In the same way, pastors, elders and teachers must let their spiritual children go for the purpose God has for them: the


work of the ministry (Ephesians 4:12). They must permit them to get a few bruises and make some mistakes as they learn, like David, to run upon a troop and leap over a wall by their God (Psalm 18:29).
Stand back. When Sarah was 11, we visited my parents. Sar- ah was very eager to do something nice for Grandma, and she asked if she could bake some braided bread for her. Grandma was happy and told her to go ahead.
However, when it came to mixing the ingredients, knead- ing and braiding the dough, Grandma did all the major parts herself. Every time Sarah was allowed to participate, Grandma would immediately correct what she had just done. Sometimes even in the middle of a procedure Grandma would take the dough out of Sarah’s hands and finish it herself. Out of respect, Sarah said nothing, but I was watching her face and knew ex- actly how she felt.
Very gently, I tried to assure Grandma that Sarah was ca- pable of making the bread by herself, but my approach didn’t work. Later, when Sarah and I were alone, she almost cried as she told me, “Mommy, I don’t want to bake anything anymore at Grandma’s house.”
Grandma’s intrusion was not because she didn’t love Sarah. She loves her very much and would never want to hurt her feel- ings. But Grandma interfered because she wanted the bread to turn out just perfect. In her mind, it had to look exactly the way she had made it for the past 45 years.
In the church or in team ministry, if we constantly interfere with the tasks that we have given others to do, we will not only discourage people from doing anything at all, but we take away their joy of accomplishment, their enthusiasm and their feeling of ownership. Worst of all, we will cripple individual talents and gifts if everything has to look exactly as if we would have done it ourselves.



Of course, there are things that cannot be compromised, such as doctrines and God’s moral laws. But a letter, for example, can be written in more than one way. The same is true for a class taught, an outreach organized and a prayer meeting conducted. God has created each of us so uniquely different, and He in- tends to work through all of us by using the whole spectrum of personalities, talents and gifts available in His Church.
Just look at the flowers He has made in the field. God dis- plays His love and beauty through them in a thousand different forms and colors. We must not limit Him by trying to fit every believer and his service into one pre-cut mold. This is not only frustrating to attempt to accomplish, but the result is boring. Most of all, it robs the church of many blessings and of many creative avenues to reach out to a lost and dying world.
But how do we stand back and let our “children” take re- sponsibility and learn?
When Sarah wants to bake or cook at our home, I don’t stand beside her to watch her every minute. (This was necessary when she was small.) I deliberately go and do something else. However, I tell her, “If you need me, call me.”
Sometimes she doesn’t call me at all. Other times, she will come and ask for my help to determine how much of one ingre- dient is needed or to check if the food or cake is done. When I wonder how things are progressing, I simply ask her, “How is it going?” instead of looking in the pot to check it out myself.
A few years ago, when Daniel was about 14, our house needed painting on the outside. Daniel wanted to do it during his school vacation. It was a big job, but he felt he could accomplish it.
I talked it over with my husband to get his permission. One of our options was to call some professional painters and have the job done perfectly within two days, without any waste of paint or time. On the other hand, we could allow Daniel to do it, knowing that he would probably need two weeks, possibly


more paint, and that the job itself would be a little less than per- fect. Of course I had no doubt that his shirt and pants would have paint on them too!
My husband decided that Daniel could paint our house, because he wanted him to have the benefit of learning some- thing new. Because my husband had to travel, I asked one of the brothers in our office to help us get the paint and the brushes and to instruct Daniel how to do the painting.
The brother showed Daniel the correct techniques, and then he left to do his regular job. A few hours later, he returned to see how Daniel was getting along. He advised him how to im- prove a few things and how to paint more difficult areas such as corners, window frames and door frames before he left again.
During the first few days, he came more often. Later on, he only needed to come once in a while or if Daniel had a question for him. That summer Daniel worked very hard. He not only completed the job, but he did very well.
With my two children, I have found that the most important thing in standing back is to simply be available when needed. I do not want to discourage or intimidate them by watching their every move. And when something goes wrong, I must refrain from criticizing and lecturing and instead find a joyful way to help them fix the problem and encourage them to go on. I am not always good at it, but I am trying to improve my approach. In a very similar way as a pastor or teacher, you need to learn and practice standing back and allowing your Bible school stu- dents, Gospel team members or believers to become able and mature for the work of the ministry. At this point, your role has changed from being a parent to an advisor and counselor. You are still present and available for them if they need you, but only
on call.
From time to time, you inspect their work to make sure they are still on track, but you do it in a gentle, supportive way. If you



treat them in an encouraging manner, they will feel privileged and eager to show you their progress. They will value your ad- vice and accept your correction.
LET THEM GO
The next step is the final one in our pursuit of bringing God’s children to maturity.
God will take your spiritual children from under your care and send them out into this world to build Christ’s kingdom. They will encounter battles, persecution, disappointments and victories, but this time (except in a church situation), you will no longer be physically present to solve their problems and fix their mistakes.
This doesn’t at all mean that you have abandoned or forgot- ten them. No—just like a parent, only your role toward your children has changed. Your love has not. You are still an advisor, counselor, pastor or teacher to them, but on a different level.
Paul is the clearest example we have in the New Testament of what it means to change roles from being a parent to an ad- visor and then to an absent counselor. In the beginning of his church-planting ministry, he was right alongside of the new con- verts, caring for them and patiently teaching them the ABCs of the Christian faith. When these believers became more mature, he moved on to the next place; but he left co-workers behind to either stay with them or visit them repeatedly. Paul himself visited these congregations again on his second missionary jour- ney. When he saw that these believers had reached the level of maturity to take on responsibility for themselves, he and his co-workers appointed leaders and elders from among each fel- lowship.
By the time Paul was in prison in Rome, his role of an atten- tive, nearby parent was completely over. He didn’t know how long he had to live before he would lay down his life as a martyr.
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However, he was sure that whatever might happen to him, the work he had established would continue. He had trained the believers to do the work of the ministry on their own. He had brought them to a level of maturity at which they were able to depend on the Lord Himself and not on him. He had also dis- cipled and trained men like Timothy and Titus for leadership, men who knew and lived the Gospel message as Paul did.
We don’t see Paul in prison retiring and concentrating on his upcoming trial or death. Instead, we see him in a different role: an advisor and counselor to the churches and their lead- ers. Even if he could not see them for himself, he sent letters or co-workers to them to encourage, correct and strengthen them on his behalf. Most of all, he became an intercessor for all the churches in Asia, bearing their burdens before the Lord:
For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you, always in my prayers making request, if per- haps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you (Romans 1:9–10).
Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure upon me of concern for all the churches (2 Corinthians 11:28).
[I] do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers (Ephesians 1:16).
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offer- ing prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all (Philippians 1:3–4).
For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and under- standing (Colossians 1:9).



We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers (1 Thessalonians 1:2).
I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day (2 Timothy 1:3).
Perhaps you are a pastor or teacher who has stayed with your congregation for the past 10 years. You feel quite comfortable that your believers depend on you for ministry, teaching, out- reach and everything else.
In fact, you would consider it troublesome if suddenly all your believers were doing the work of the ministry and you would have to train, guide and correct them. It frightens you to imagine that your people could have independent ideas and perhaps might want to change some of your traditional church life.
Perhaps you don’t feel it necessary to change your approach, because you have no plans to move away and most of these be- lievers will also remain in their village for the rest of their lives. If these are your thoughts, please consider this:
1. You won’t live forever. What will happen then if these believ- ers cannot stand on their own?
2. With this thinking, your work will always be limited to what you yourself can handle. It cannot grow larger.
3. You have failed to reach God’s goal for those He has entrusted to you. They are supposed to “stand perfect and complete in all the will of God” (Colossians 4:12, KJV), but they are not complete if they are not able to do the work of the ministry without you.
4. If this transition of parent to advisor in your service to others doesn’t take place, you have failed to reach God’s goal for yourself as well.
A pastor’s reward is to watch those he has trained and brought to maturity run the race and win the prize.
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SOMEONE  HAS TO
 (
T
)PAY  THE PRICE

wo weeks ago my husband left again for the mission field. I will see him in six weeks.
We were talking together before he left, and he expressed his sadness and concern for leaving me and the children alone so often. I told him, “If I demand everything that is my right  to have as a wife and mother, then a hundred years from now, these countries in Asia will still be unreached with the Gospel. Someone has to pay the price.”
This is my conviction, and I know it is my husband’s as well. If we are not ready ourselves to pay the price, then who else will?
MY RIGHTS
Each of us has expectations and dreams for our lives, such as getting a good education, having a well-paying job, establish- ing our own business or buying a farm, land or a house. By the time we get married and have a family, we make serious plans about how to raise our children and build our lives. Surely we have the right to live like everyone else in our society and in our church! Why not?
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As believers, our expectations are often even higher. We want a godly husband or wife who is responsible, hardworking, caring, loving, sensitive to our needs, an example as a Christian and dedicated to the church and family.
I have my own dreams as well. One of them is just to live completely for my husband and children and spend all my time doing special things for them and for our home. Another dream is to have my husband at home with us and for us to always en- joy a close family relationship and share our lives together.
Many Gospel workers as well have expectations and rights they wish to pursue. Perhaps they want to pastor a well-estab- lished church with enough members to ensure a good income. The church should be near a city for convenience’s sake, and  it should include a nice parsonage with some land around it. After all, the degrees they earned in Bible college or seminary give them the right to have a respected teaching position or a good pastorate. They think, “Let others who don’t have those qualifications do the pioneer work.”
KNOWING WHAT WE KNOW
Do we not have the right to pursue our dreams like everyone else? Is there anything wrong with this?
No, there is nothing wrong with our rights or with our dreams. But I can speak here for my husband and for myself: I am convinced that we could never really enjoy our dreams and our rights—even if they all became reality—as long as there is a lost world!
How could we have peace and live for ourselves, knowing what we know? We have seen the masses of India and the Sub- continent, desperate, bound in spiritual darkness, without hope, slipping off into hell. How could we demand and pursue a life like everybody else, when millions of people in our genera- tion have never heard the name of Jesus even once?
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THEY WILL ONLY LIVE IF SOMEONE PAYS THE PRICE
As the Son of God, Jesus had rights too. But when He saw us, lost without hope and going to hell, He stripped Himself of all He was and of all His rights, so He could come to save us. The Bible says in Philippians 2:7–8: “But [Jesus] emptied Him- self, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”
Someone had to pay the price for our redemption, and Jesus was the only one qualified to do it. What would our fate have been if He had demanded His rights and not laid them down? We live because Jesus was willing to give up what was rightfully His. The people of our generation will live too, but only if you and I lay down our rights and desires to be like everyone else and pay the price it takes to get the Gospel to them.
MY LIFE IS NOT  NORMAL
If I said our family life was normal, it wouldn’t be the truth!
As a couple, we have made a deliberate decision that our call to reach the lost world with the Gospel must take priority over our own wishes and desires. Day and night, our thoughts, our talk and our work center around this one goal. Of course, all this has caused our family life to be quite different from those of others. Because of my husband’s extensive travel, the children and I are often alone. My responsibilities and work are increased due to his absence. I need to look after the children’s school studies, the home, my work in the office and all the de- tails of family life. Of course, I have dear friends to help me, but it is not the same as if my husband could always be at home with us.



Are all my needs as a woman met? No, they are not—and yes, they are. No—because I often feel lonely. Sometimes I cry and I miss the closeness and fellowship of and talking with my hus- band. Yes—because I experience the abundant grace, comfort and love of my God who meets my needs. With all of my heart, I can say that I am deeply grateful that my husband has chosen to put God’s call first, even if it is not always easy for us. I am in total agreement with him that God’s purpose for our lives is more important than our own desires. Even though I am some- times sad, I wouldn’t want to have a different life!
You see, I believe God has called us not to live a normal life, but to be engaged in a war. Wartimes require a different level of commitment and sacrifice from everyone than peacetimes do.
Do we feel deprived? No, we are blessed. Do we regret our decision? No, Jesus is worth it all. Do our children suffer? It is not always easy for them. But God is giving them the same grace that He gives us.
Someone has to pay the price for a lost world to know Jesus. Why should it not be our generation that will complete the task of “making disciples of all nations”?
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)LOVE MATCHES THE PRICE

s a pastor, evangelist or Bible woman, you will meet many different people on your outreach. Sometimes
you will find it hard to love them, especially when they are so hostile and disinterested in your message.
You will have believers in your fellowship who let you do all the work alone and don’t ever seem to mature to the point of being willing to help carry the load. Then there will be others who make you wonder if your sacrifices of time, energy and prayers are doing any good at all and if they are really worth the effort. You will feel stretched in every way, and you will struggle to love these people.
Let me share something with you that has helped me greatly in finding love for those to whom the Lord sent me.
I was sitting on a chair on the platform during one of my ladies’ meetings, enjoying the singing and worship and waiting for my time to speak. As I looked over the audience, an old village woman who was sitting in the front row on a straw mat caught my attention. Her face was wrinkled and dark from the sun. There were not many teeth left in her mouth, and it was



difficult to estimate her age. The clothes she wore were very simple and inexpensive. I wondered if she had enough educa- tion to be able to read the Bible.
While I was looking at her, the Lord began to speak to my heart. “This village woman,” He said, “is very precious to Me. I love her, and she is worth so much to Me that I broke you for her, so that you will be able to minister to her.”
These words were totally unexpected, and they really hit me hard. I tried to grasp their meaning. Could it be that all I had encountered during my Christian walk was for her? The many struggles, the trials, the disappointments, the tears, the sacri- fices and the continuous breaking of myself were actually God’s preparation for me to be able to minister to this woman’s needs? What a price God was paying for her!
I was amazed to think how much Jesus must love her, that He was willing to break me on her behalf. All of a sudden I didn’t see an old village woman any more. I looked at a person who was extremely valuable in the sight of Jesus, and I had the privilege of being a servant to her.
I never forgot this experience. God has used this old lady to give me a completely new perspective on the value God placed on the souls He had ordained to cross the path of my life. To me, I would never have considered some of them as “targets” or goals to invest my time and effort into their lives. But I learned that God’s thoughts on their value to Him and His kingdom are obviously different from mine.
I discovered that my love grew instantly for this old lady, and for others as well, when I looked at them and told myself: “She (or he) is worth it in the eyes of God for me to be broken.”
It is not only you whom God breaks for others, but others have been broken for you, so that they could minister to your needs and help you grow. There is the pastor who led you to the Lord, your Sunday school teacher who helped you understand
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the Bible, the old believer who prayed so faithfully for you every time you were in trouble, the grandmother who took you in and treated you like a son when you were thrown out of your home because of your faith. Just think, God broke them and prepared their lives in a special way so that they could truly love you and help you.
Then there is Jesus, of whom Isaiah 53:5 says: “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities.”
You are so precious in the eyes of God the Father that He was willing to break Jesus on your behalf. The amazing love Jesus has for you matches the high price He paid for your re- demption.
As a servant of God, you will find your love for others grow dramatically when you understand the value that God has placed on souls and what it actually cost God to break Jesus, His only Son, and you, His beloved child, for their sake.
What is the secret of a mother’s love for her baby and her willingness to die for it if necessary? Is it not the price she paid, the suffering she went through and the facing of death as she gave birth?
The love you will have for others will be in direct proportion to the price you pay for them. They will live because of your dying.
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ost Sunday mornings the children and I get ready to go to our church—alone without my husband.
He is either on some mission field, or he is preaching some- where out of town. Only a few times a year is he able to come with us.
Every Sunday I see others arriving at church as families and later going home to spend the afternoon together. Because my children attend their own classes or sit with their age groups, most of the people at church see me by myself.
On one particular Sunday, one of the ladies asked me: “Is your husband gone to India again? When will he be back?”
“In five weeks,” I replied.
She looked at me sadly and asked, “Isn’t that hard for you?” “Yes, it is sometimes,” I answered, “but because of the min-
istry, this is what we have decided for our lives.”
A few minutes later, another woman greeted me. Knowing my husband was on a mission trip, she asked, “Are you all right? You are often so quiet.”
When the service started and everyone began singing, I still was thinking about the two conversations I just had. Sometimes people seem to feel sorry for me and other times they wonder



how I can live like this. There are times when I feel sorry for myself as well!
But this Sunday, the Lord asked me to look at my life in a different light. All of a sudden, I remembered the story in Acts 5:17–42 where Peter and John were arrested, beaten and threat- ened by the Council in Jerusalem for preaching the name of Je- sus. Verse 41 says, “So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.”
Right then the Lord told me in my heart, “You are consid- ered worthy to be alone for My sake.”
I was really surprised by this. My sacrifices seemed so small to me, especially in the light of such a Bible verse that talks about real persecution, martyrdom and self-denial.
The more I thought about this “being considered worthy” by God Himself, my going to church alone and the weeks or months spent without my husband looked like a privilege I received from heaven, rather than a hardship that I had to accept and endure as part of the ministry. Some years ago I was really touched by the statement Paul wrote to the Philippian Christians: “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake” (Philippians 1:29).
I recognized that it was indeed a special grace, actually a grant, that was given to these believers to suffer for Christ’s sake. It was not a privilege they had earned but a gift bestowed on them.
In the eyes of heaven, there seems to be no higher honor for a Christian than to be allowed to suffer for Jesus. Yet in the middle of persecution and hardship, it is often very difficult for us to have this heavenly perspective.
However, I never knew what criterion God uses when He gives this grant of “not only to believe in Him, but also to suf- fer for His sake.” But after looking at Acts 5:41, the criterion
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became very clear to me: “. . . they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.” According to this verse, the Lord passes out the grant of suffering because He has considered someone worthy for the highest honor heaven has to offer!
What giants of Christians are these people who have man- aged to qualify for this heavenly honor roll? And what about the others who didn’t make it?
After reading and comparing a number of other Scriptures in the New Testament, I believe that simply because we are chil- dren of the King of kings, God actually considers all of us worthy to suffer for Christ’s sake. How else would you interpret these words of Jesus and some of the writers of the New Testament:
And you will be hated by all on account of My name (Mat- thew 10:22).
If any one wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it (Matthew 16:24–25).
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it re- mains by itself alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it; and he who hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal. If any one serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My servant also be; if any one serves Me, the Father will honor him (John 12:24–26).
Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. Hence, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach (Hebrews 13:12–13).
And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12).


All these verses reveal two things to us. First, there is a natu- ral hatred or rejection that we will face from the world and its systems because we are Christians and citizens of another world. Second, there is an added suffering that is the result of our own choice when we decide to deny ourselves, follow after Him, take up our cross, serve Him, die to ourselves in order to bear fruit and go out of the camp to bear His reproach.
Why, then, if all of us are considered worthy to suffer for Christ’s sake, do most believers reject even the thought of it? I believe there are two main reasons for this attitude:
We don’t consider suffering shame as an honor or something we value to have. The prospect of suffering in any form is not ap- pealing to our flesh at all. We try to avoid it at all costs. Every time we are faced with discomfort or even asked for a small sacrifice on behalf of the Gospel, we immediately retreat, try to find a way out or around, or we seek to pray it away or cast it out. In other words, when God offers us the honor of suffering for Christ’s sake or denying ourselves in order to follow Him, we don’t accept it.
We are afraid of the extent to which it will take us. We reason: “If God asks me today to give up my job or my money for the Gospel, what will He ask from me tomorrow?”
It is largely a matter of how deep I want to go with my com- mitment to follow Christ and how far I allow myself to trust Him with the life I hold so dear. Nowhere in the Bible do we read that the Lord needs all of us to die as martyrs, leave our countries or sit for years in a prison cell.
According to His wisdom, God’s plan is different for each of us, and so is the measure of suffering and self-denial required to complete the task. What He needs are servants who have no reservations on their lives, servants who are willing to accept the honor to gladly lay down anything, whether big or small, the Lord may need to build His kingdom.



As sure as the Lord called you to serve Him, there will come times when you are called upon to accept persecution, suffer- ing and sacrifice for the sake of the Gospel and the millions of people lost and dying without Christ.
Train yourself not to look at these things as burdens you have to somehow endure by gritting your teeth and facing them with sheer boldness. If you approach it that way, you will even- tually end up feeling sorry for yourself. You will shed tears of self-pity, and you will look with envy at others who seem to have it so much better and definitely easier.
When you struggle within yourself to accept suffering and self-denial, stop and look full into the face of the Son of God and say to yourself with amazement:
· I am considered worthy in the sight of God to bear this loneliness for Jesus’ sake.
· I am considered worthy to walk this 20 kilometers to this
tribal village.
· I am considered worthy to climb this mountain carrying
this box of literature on my shoulders.
· I am considered worthy to let my husband (my son, my
daughter) go to the mission field.
· I am considered worthy to give up the time I wanted to
have for myself in order to extend His kingdom.
One more thing: If you are a Gospel worker and you are married, share this concept of being “considered worthy” with your wife and, if possible, with your children. They are the ones who often have to bear so much as they walk alongside you. But please don’t use this to apply pressure on them or keep them from complaining. Share it only as encouragement and to strengthen them.
There is great joy that comes with understanding the honor


of suffering for Jesus. We can clearly see this in the lives of Peter and John as well as in those of Paul and Silas:
So they [Peter and John] went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered wor- thy to suffer shame for His name (Acts 5:41).
And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they
. . . threw them into the inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God (Acts 16:23–25).
I too experienced this joy when I understood God’s perspec- tive on being “considered worthy” to give up something for Je- sus’ sake.
That Sunday in church, my friend was sitting beside me with her husband and their little daughter. She works so hard and so faithfully in our ministry, editing books, writing letters, making phone calls and all this besides caring for her home and family. She is doing it by giving up a lot of her own plans and her time. I looked at her and wondered if she realized that God consid- ered her worthy to give up these things for Christ’s sake. I de- cided to share this with her the next time she felt overwhelmed with God’s plans and her own expectations of being a wife and mother.
As we serve the Lord, we must never lose the amazement that God has “considered us worthy” to lay down something we wanted for ourselves—for Jesus’ sake.
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henever the Lord Jesus talked about us as His fol- lowers, He seemed to have much higher expectations
of the influence and outcome of our lives than we would ever consider.
Let us look at John 7:38. Leaving no room for doubt, Jesus declared this: “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’ ”
I believe the Lord expects each of us to come to a point    in our Christian walk at which these rivers of living water will indeed flow out of our lives into this world. Anything less than rivers is falling short of God’s goal and our realistic potential as believers.
When I consider my own life in the light of this Bible verse, I must honestly say that I cannot see any rivers. Sometimes I have noticed drops of living water, occasionally a small trickle and per- haps a little creek. But according to Jesus’ statement, I know for sure that I have not yet become all that God wants me to be.
In the Bible we read about a number of people from whose lives those rivers of living water were truly flowing. One of them



was David. God chose and anointed David while he was very young. His first deed was to kill Goliath the Philistine and bring a great victory to Israel. From that time onward, his life was the cause of continuous blessing for Israel as well as victory over their enemies.
Before David became king, there was much chaos in the land. Saul had not at all been a man and king after God’s heart, but David was. Not only did he provide excellent political lead- ership, but throughout his life, David also actively worked to lead his people in the ways of the Lord.
Spiritually, David was a very sensitive, man and he sought God with all his heart. As a leader, he allowed God to work His purpose through his life; as a prophet, he permitted God  to use him as His mouthpiece. When we read the psalms David wrote, we can easily see the deep walk this man had with God. His whole country and all those in his kingdom were blessed because of it.
First Chronicles 18:14 testifies to this: “So David reigned over all Israel; and he administered justice and righteousness for all his people.” Because of David’s faithfulness, humility and obedience to God, not only were all of Israel’s enemies sub- dued, but rivers of living water were truly flowing from his life to his people.
At the height of his glory, David had a special desire in his heart. We read about this in 1 Chronicles 17. He shared it with Nathan the prophet. In essence, he said, “I have done so many things and a lot of it was for myself, but now I want to build a house for the Lord.” God was very pleased with David’s desire, and He sent a reply to David through the prophet Nathan. God told him, “It is a wonderful thing that you want to build My house, but I don’t want you to do it. Your son after you shall do it. David, I am very pleased with you, and I have decided to bless your home and to establish your throne and kingdom forever.”
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When David saw God’s grace and loving-kindness toward him, he went and sat before the Lord, simply amazed and awed by the love and compassion of the God of Israel for him, a man who used to be a nobody.
When Nathan brought God’s message to David, God in- structed him exactly how he was to address David: “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be leader over My people Israel’ ” (1 Chronicles 17:7).
This was at a time in David’s life when rivers of living water were flowing from David to his people, and God was very much aware of it. Did God have a reason to tell David, “I took you from the sheep,” before He said anything further?
Yes. I believe God had a very specific concern in mind to ad- dress David the way He did. There was a reason that He did not tell him first: “David, you are a great man, an excellent leader, a famous king . . .” You see, God knows that when we have success in our lives and ministries and when rivers of living wa- ter flow from us, we are in great danger of thinking highly of ourselves.
A very vivid example of this is King Nebuchadnezzar. We read in Daniel 4:29–30 how he looked at the city of Babylon and then said to himself: “Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?” Subsequent verses describe the immediate judgment upon this king because of the pride in his heart. For seven years he was insane, forsaken by all, living like an animal—until he humbled himself.
Many leaders and Christian workers have suffered their greatest defeats immediately following the time when God used them the most. They forgot where they were when God first took them and began to use them. They attributed their achieve- ments to their own abilities instead of God’s mercy.


God deliberately reminded David of the sheep because He wanted to warn and protect him from falling in the trap of see- ing himself as a great man instead of someone who depend-  ed totally on God’s grace. When God said, “I took you from the pasture,” He meant this: “David, never forget that when I picked you up, you were nothing. All you knew then, all you did, was herd sheep. Everything you are now, the distance you have come, and all your success are by My grace alone. You have come through many trials and suffering to the position you are in now. It was all My plan and My love for you. If I took My hand off you today, you would be right back with the sheep. As rivers of living water flow now from your life, be very careful that you give the glory to Me, otherwise you might fall.”
God knew the heart of His servant, but He also could see further ahead in David’s life. He saw the temptations that would come his way, and He wanted to warn him to stay humble. He wanted David to be prepared to counter Satan’s attacks with the right spiritual weapons and attitude of heart.
David responded to God’s message with true humility. His prayer in 1 Chronicles 17:16–27 acknowledged God’s grace that brought him from the sheep to the throne. Many of David’s psalms express this same conviction—that he was nothing and his God had become everything to him. And in 2 Samuel 22:2–3, David says, “The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliv- erer; my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge.”
GOD LOOKS FOR SHEPHERDS
The people of Israel were surrounded by heathen nations whose kings and leaders ruled their people by force, oppression and position. This was normal practice in those days, and life in general was very cheap.
But it was not to be this way at all in Israel. God Himself



had laid down different principles than those of the nations on their borders. The people of Israel were His own possession and extremely precious in His sight. Therefore, when He selected leaders, judges, prophets and kings for them, He always looked for someone with a shepherd’s heart.
When God selected Moses to lead His people out of slav- ery, Moses’ upbringing and experience in the palace of Pharaoh didn’t qualify him for the job. Undoubtedly, Moses had received the best training possible, which an Egyptian ruler would need to sit on the throne, but he knew nothing about sheep and being a shepherd. God had to make him a shepherd, with 40 years of training and experience, before He could make Moses a leader of Israel.
When God told Moses in Numbers 27:12–13 that he was to die soon, Moses had but one single concern:
May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint   a man over the congregation, who will go out and come in before them, and who will lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of the LORD may not be like sheep which have no shepherd (Numbers 27:16–17).
Until that day, Moses did not know who would lead Israel after his death. Contrary to the customs of the time, he did not groom or automatically appoint one of his sons or close relatives for this position. He knew it had to be God’s choice, because He alone was able to discern the heart of a man. All Moses did was ask God to give Israel a man with a shepherd’s heart who would be concerned for their welfare just as he had been.
In the following verse we read that God chose Joshua, not because he was experienced in battle or because he had served under Moses, but because God’s Spirit was in him (Numbers 27:18). This Spirit would enable Joshua to know God’s heart and therefore shepherd His people the way God wanted it done.


Joshua definitely had the advantage of always remembering Moses’ example as a shepherd and could practice what he had observed when he served under Moses. However, God gave Joshua, and every leader who would come after him, very spe- cific instructions for becoming a qualified and successful shep- herd and for knowing exactly what to do in leadership:
Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do accord- ing to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosper- ous, and then you will have success (Joshua 1:7–8).
This command of God is as relevant today as it was then. As servants of God, as leaders and shepherds, we must deliberately and continuously expose our minds and hearts to the Word of God, so that no human wisdom is able to rule us. Only then will we be able to lead God’s people in God’s way.
In the Old Testament, everyone the Lord called into lead- ership was to be in total obedience to Him and to take His orders. God never gave them the liberty to do their own thing, copy other nations or have absolute power. On the contrary, God assigned “watchdogs,” or prophets, alongside each king or leader. Even the most rebellious ones like Ahab had prophets who, at the risk of their lives, told them the will of God. These prophets were meant to be an added blessing, protection and strength for the leader. They were given by God to help carry the burdens and assist the leaders in knowing the will of God for their nation.
God never gave any of the leaders He called the permission to rule, only to lead and to shepherd. This becomes very clear



when we read Psalm 23. In this psalm, God reveals His own heart toward His people: a shepherd’s heart. This song describes how God our Father goes about shepherding His flock: He goes before them, never leaving them alone; He cares for them and leads them to places where they are able to find food, water and rest; He watches out for their welfare, protects them and com- forts them; and going ahead of them, He faces the dangers of the valley of the shadow of death first and leads them through without deserting or confusing them.
Isaiah 40:11, Psalm 147:3 and many other Scriptures through- out the Bible also describe how the Lord our Shepherd cares for His sheep. He binds up their wounds and carries those who cannot walk themselves. The sheep are satisfied and happy, able to trust their Shepherd completely, knowing that He always seeks the best for them.
These Scriptures do not occur by accident in the Bible. God has placed them there for all those whom He calls into leader- ship. They are a perfect picture and instruction of what leader- ship means and what God expects from His servants.
In the New Testament we find these same principles for leading a church. Leading and shepherding are totally different from ruling. When Jesus came, He did not proclaim Himself as ruler, but as a shepherd: “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep” (John 10:11).
In Luke 15:4–6, Jesus describes how He, the Shepherd, goes after one lost sheep until He finds it, carrying it home on His shoulders, rejoicing. That is exactly what God had in mind when He called David, or anyone else, to lead His people.
Jesus instructed His disciples about leadership in this way: “The greatest among you shall be your servant” (Matthew 23:11). What does this mean? The one whose life produces much fruit for the kingdom of God and from whom rivers of living water flow to others must lead by becoming a servant of all.


Peter had denied the Lord three times. When Jesus restored him, He specifically commissioned Peter: “Tend My lambs . . . shepherd My sheep . . . tend My sheep” (John 21:15–17).
Jesus told Peter that he must care for God’s people as a shep- herd would. Peter never forgot this. Later in his life, when he trained others for leadership, he wrote them these instructions:
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow- elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you, not under compulsion, but voluntarily, ac- cording to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory (1 Peter 5:1–4).
Paul also understood that to lead God’s people meant laying down his life for them as a shepherd would. He wrote, “I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls” (2 Corinthians 12:15).
A servant and shepherd will seek to build up others. He con- siders their welfare above his own. A ruler, however, will seek to please himself at the expense of others.
When Israel wanted a king to rule over them, just like all the other nations, Samuel warned them about all that this king would demand—the best of their land, their flocks, their sons and daughters for his service—and that he would do whatever pleased him with their lives (1 Samuel 8:10–18).
WHEN DAVID FORGOT THE SHEEP
Every time one of God’s appointed leaders forgets that he was taken from following the sheep, he will start ruling instead of serving. He, as well as his people, will be in great danger.
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God had deliberately reminded David one more time in     1 Chronicles 17 of his sheep and his low beginning, so David could focus on staying humble when temptation approached him. However, a few chapters later, we already see that David had completely forgotten God’s warning. We read this story in 1 Chronicles 21:1–7 and 14:
Then Satan stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel. So David said to Joab and to the princes of the people, “Go, number Israel from Beersheba even to Dan, and bring me word that I may know their number.”
And Joab said, “May the LORD add to His people a hun- dred times as many as they are! But, my lord the king, are they not all my lord’s servants? Why does my lord seek this thing? Why should he be a cause of guilt to Israel?”
Nevertheless, the king’s word prevailed against Joab. Therefore, Joab departed and went throughout all Israel, and came to Jerusalem. And Joab gave the number of the census of all the people to David. And all Israel were 1,100,000 men who drew the sword; and Judah was 470,000 men who drew the sword. But he did not number Levi and Benjamin among them, for the king’s command was abhorrent to Joab.
And God was displeased with this thing, so He struck Israel. So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel; 70,000 men of Israel fell.

When David gave Joab the command to number the fight- ing force of Israel, he was no longer acting as a shepherd who would protect the sheep. It was absolutely against God’s com- mand for anyone to number the people of Israel. God wanted David as well as the people to trust in Him when they had to face their enemies in battle and not to rely on numbers. David’s order was something that both he and Joab knew was directly opposed to the will of God.


Joab, David’s commander-in-chief, summoned the courage to confront David and tell him that he was about to bring God’s wrath down on all of them (v. 3). But verse 4 tells us that the king’s word prevailed. In other words, David told Joab: “You’d better do what I told you to do. Don’t question my decision—I am the king here.”
David was speaking here as a ruler who wanted to please himself. He was no longer acting and speaking as a servant and shepherd who was willing to lay down his life for his sheep.
When we read further in this chapter, we learn the result of David’s actions. God was very displeased, and He sent a pesti- lence in the land. Seventy thousand men of Israel died from it. David acknowledged that he had sinned greatly. He repent-  ed, and God forgave him. But imagine: The man from whom rivers of living water were flowing had become the single reason for 70,000 families to dig graves to bury loved ones! God had warned him to remember that He took him from following the
sheep, but he forgot.
In 2 Samuel 11, another event took place when David again forgot that he was supposed to be a shepherd.
David’s army was at war, but he had stayed home instead. In the evening when he was on the roof of his house, he saw a beautiful woman taking her bath. He inquired about her and found out she was Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, one of his war- riors. He sent for her and committed adultery with her. When she got pregnant, he tried to cover up his sin by calling her husband back home from the front lines, so later on he would think the child was his own. However, when this plan didn’t work, David arranged Uriah’s death.
David’s actions in this account were not the result of falling into temptation by accident. Instead, each act was premeditated and well-planned. Satan’s attack on this man of God must have



been very severe for David to heap one terrible sin on top of another.
If he looked around at other nations, however, he could jus- tify his actions. He was acting like any other king. At that time, kings had the power of life and death in their hands. It was nothing for them to execute someone who stood in their way.
But God’s principles for being a leader of His people were so different. He wanted them to lay down their lives for the people, not to take advantage of them.
Every time David ruled his people rather  than  leading  and shepherding them, he destroyed the lives of others. Even though he repented with all his heart, the dead did not rise again, and those who were hurt by his actions had to live with their wounds.
David himself had to bear the consequences of his sins in his own family. The child that was born to Bathsheba died. Tamar, his daughter, was raped by her half-brother, Amnon. Absalom, Tamar’s brother, killed Amnon out of revenge. Later, Absalom tried to take the kingdom from David and was killed in the process.
David also had to face the humiliation of his sins being made public before his people and the nations around him. Not only that, his acts were recorded in the Chronicles of the Kings, to be read by all the generations to come.
We must remember that these things took place during the time of David’s life when rivers of living water were flowing from him.
God has also taken each one of us from following the sheep. We have received a call to build His kingdom, but we must nev- er forget where we came from! Without God’s call, we would still follow idols or live just for ourselves like all our relatives. We would plant rice fields, work in a shop or office and earn a


living. But now we are given the privilege of being servants of the living God.
When these rivers of living water start flowing from our lives and when we experience success and blessing like David did, we must be very careful not to forget the sheep. As servants of God, if we ever forget that we were nothing when God found us, we are in great danger of ruling instead of serving. All we are today is because of His grace alone.
We can count on it—every time we rule, we will destroy oth- ers. But every time we serve and lay down our lives, we will build up others, and more living water will start flowing out of our lives to a lost and dying world.












20
 (
A
)FOCUS ON THE OUTCOME

few years ago, I was sitting in our church during the worship service. The choir sang some beautiful
songs, and then the pastor began to preach. But that Sunday morning, I was not listening to any of it.
My mind was occupied with something else. I was thinking about the letters we had recently received from several mission fields. Some of the reports were heartbreaking, and I realized once again how much suffering is involved on the part of the missionaries to take the Gospel to the rest of India and Asia. The more I thought about all this, the more I became sad in my heart. I said to myself and to the Lord, “The cost is too high.”
How much prayer, fasting and money are needed to make any impact for the Gospel on a pioneer field?
The brothers and sisters in our home office have to carry so many burdens and work so hard for endless hours.
Then there are those who travel constantly to the mission fields and are gone from their families for long periods of time. When they come home, they have lost 20 pounds due to lack of sleep and proper food and the rough ways they must travel.



Our leaders have to carry so many responsibilities and often have to make difficult decisions. Some of them are young and are afraid to make mistakes because it will affect many other people as well. It is a lonely life to be a leader. Whenever some- thing goes wrong, they are the ones who face criticism and ac- cusations.
Then there are our brothers and sisters working on the mis- sion fields in India and the rest of Asia, who have to pay such a high price of suffering and persecution before even one church is established. Every year we receive reports about some who have died as martyrs or were severely persecuted for the sake of the Gospel. Consider these examples:
· One missionary in Orissa was beaten and tied up over a fire made from his Bibles and Gospel literature, until 60 percent of his skin was burned.
· In Sri Lanka, a brother was shot to death while preaching
before his congregation at the altar.
· In Rajasthan, a brother was forced by his relatives, who hated his faith in Jesus, to drink acid until he was severely burned internally.
· While on the way home from an outreach, a missionary
in Tamil Nadu was murdered and then sawed into four pieces.
· A brother in Karnataka state was preaching in his church
when men with iron bars walked in and beat him. His wrist and legs were broken. The attackers threatened his wife and the congregation as well. When his little son saw his father beaten, he cried out, “Don’t kill my Daddy!” The men turned on this little seven-year-old boy and beat him with iron bars until his back was broken.
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Perhaps you can understand why I felt sad on that Sunday morning and why I wondered how we could bear such a high cost to win these nations. I thought as well about the wives and children of these missionaries, who daily have to live with the reality that their husband or father might never come back. These families suffer more than most of us can imagine.
I also thought about my husband. For more than half of the year, he is gone to other countries. We do not see him much. When he comes home, he is so tired and exhausted, and I won- der how long he can keep it up.
But on that Sunday in my church, when I said, “Lord, the cost is too high,” He helped me see something in the Bible that I had not seen before.
When you read this book, you might be just finishing Bible school and getting ready to enter your ministry. Maybe you have been challenged by the testimonies and the dedication of pio- neer missionaries, who indeed paid the high price I described earlier. You have heard God’s call on your life, and you have dedicated yourself to serve the Lord in one of these places where the Gospel has never before been preached.
I don’t know how you feel. But behind your smile and your “Praise the Lord,” you might feel afraid, wondering whether you can face such a cost and if you are strong enough to bear such mental pressure and physical hardship. Of course, you are willing to go and serve the Lord, and you believe in the Holy Spirit; but you are afraid to face the cost.
I believe we need to learn to bear the cost, just as Jesus bore it when He was on earth. Our salvation cost Jesus His whole life. We need to see how Jesus faced the price tag of our salvation.
JESUS KNEW THE TOTAL COST
Before Jesus ever came to this earth and when He entered His ministry at age 30, He was not at all ignorant of what it


would cost Him to purchase our salvation. He knew very well that persecution, the cross and ultimately death were waiting for Him. He thought, talked and prayed about it. Jesus lived with the knowledge of the total cost it would take to redeem this world.
We are different. We don’t know what tomorrow will bring. Many times we worry about things in our lives that never will happen at all. We are afraid of getting sick, losing a loved one or possibly getting beaten up in North India. When the time comes, we realize that none of these things happened after all, and we worried for nothing.
God is merciful to allow us to deal only with our daily hard- ships. He knows that we would get too frightened and perhaps lose courage altogether to follow His call if we knew our tomor- rows, including the cost to fulfill our ministry.
But with Jesus it was different. He didn’t just know a small portion of His tomorrow. No—He knew the full range of the price that it would take to redeem us.
How did Jesus know this? For one thing, every time He took a scroll of the Old Testament and began to read the prophets— Isaiah, Jeremiah and on down the list—He was reading about His own life. As He was growing up, He would hear the teachers in the synagogue explaining the Scriptures, and He would real- ize, “They are talking about Me.”
Every detail of His life was written in the prophets. He could see and read what would happen to Him in the years to come. He knew He would be betrayed by a friend, spit upon, despised and rejected by the whole nation of Israel. They would nail Him to a cross. God would lay all sickness and the sin of the whole world upon Him. He would have to die on that cross, alone without His Father. God would turn away from Him and leave Him in the hand of Satan. But then, after three days, He would rise again.



How do you think this knowledge about His life affected Je- sus when He was a teenager and later a young man there in His hometown? I believe He must have been very serious and greatly motivated to study the Scriptures and to go to the synagogue to learn everything He possibly could from the rabbis.
As He entered His ministry, Jesus knew every detail of the cost for Him to redeem us because of His knowledge of the Word of God. He was not only aware of what was waiting for Him, but He also knew He needed to fulfill every little thing written about Him, without leaving out even one of them.
Not only could Jesus read about His life, but He was also able to see beforehand how the Romans scourged and crucified a criminal. The Romans were the occupying force in Palestine, and any kind of death sentence had to be carried out according to their laws and by their soldiers. It was a very common form of execution to nail the prisoners to a cross and leave them hang- ing there until death finally took place.
Jesus surely must have seen many times how they drove the nails through the wrists and feet of such a condemned man, how they erected the cross and the many hours of suffering it would take to die like this. Jesus was not ignorant of what He was ap- proaching in His ministry. Every time He passed by a Roman execution, He had to tell Himself, “This is waiting for Me.”
And then He knew one more thing, the most horrible thing of all: There at the cross, He would fall into the hands of Sa- tan and his demons, while God would turn His face away from Him. Jesus knew Satan very well from eternity past. He wit- nessed Satan’s revolt in the heavenlies, and He saw him and his followers cast out of heaven. Jesus knew exactly how wicked and how powerful Satan was and the wrath of which he was capable. Jesus knew very well what it meant to fall into the hands of Sa- tan and his demon forces and what they would do to Him. Such a horrible, unthinkable darkness would come over His soul as


He would bear the punishment of every sin on earth—past, pres- ent and future. For Jesus, who never sinned Himself and who was the Light of the World, it must have been the most terrify- ing thought that He would have to pay that ultimate price.
Jesus had all these things daily before His eyes. These events moved closer and closer as His ministry expanded. However, when we read the Scripture, we find that Jesus walked stead- fastly toward the cross, without detour, without changing His mind, without hesitation.
He walked to that cross fully aware of what was about to happen and what He would have to pay to purchase our salva- tion. As the months and years went by, He could say to Himself, “Three more years until the cross . . . now it is two years . . . now five months . . . now it is two weeks.”
In Luke 9:51 we read that when the time had come for Him to die, He set His face resolutely toward Jerusalem. He never looked back.
How could Jesus live as He did and bear the pressure? He was not a superman; neither did He retain some supernatural powers to help Him over the difficulties. The Bible tells us very clearly in Philippians 2:7–8 that he emptied Himself of every- thing that had distinguished Him from us as human beings.
He indeed felt our pain and suffering, He encountered the same fears as we do, He faced the same temptations and human struggles and He was subject to the same mental pressure as we are (see Hebrews 2:18, 4:15).
Yes, He was the Son of God; but through salvation, we also are sons and daughters of God. Jesus was called and anointed by God to His ministry, but so are we. He was filled with the same Holy Spirit that fills us. God did not have a different, more powerful Holy Spirit for Jesus and another lesser one for us! Jesus had no secret power that is not available to us also!
When He faced battles, He had to use exactly the same



weapons of warfare that we are given. He had to pray before mak- ing decisions, to get answers to His petitions and for strength. Jesus had to use faith to perform miracles, heal the sick and raise the dead. To fight off temptations, He had to use the Sword of the Spirit: the Word of God. He had to depend on the power of the Holy Spirit for anything He needed to do in His ministry.
Jesus totally identified with us. Yet He was able to face the cost of our redemption without trembling in His heart, wonder- ing if He could do it—and without walking away.
JESUS WALKED IN THE SHADOW OF THE PRICE
Jesus walked daily in the shadow of the cross and the price He knew it would take to redeem this world. How could Jesus sleep at night knowing all that would happen to Him? How was He able to have peace with this horror hanging over His head? How did He manage to not become discouraged, to not com- plain and to not give up or change His mind?
How could He prevent Himself from calling a legion of an- gels from heaven to fight for Him? How was He able to maintain His willingness to pay such a high price until the very end?
How was Jesus able to live with this daily mental pressure without crumbling under it? We see the real extent of this pres- sure in Gethsemane, when His human fear, the mental pres- sure and a spiritual confrontation between heaven and hell all closed in on Him.
Jesus’ approach to facing the cost in the midst of all this was no different from how we as believers would do it: He was obedi- ent to His Father in all things, and He maintained an unbroken relationship with Him through constant prayer and fellowship. Jesus used Scripture, the power of the Holy Spirit and all His spiritual weapons to fight His warfare. Besides all this, He main- tained His love for His Father and for us throughout His life.
We usually stop here with our efforts, but Jesus didn’t.
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JESUS FOCUSED ON THE OUTCOME
The Bible tells us that Jesus did one more thing in order to bear the cost for our redemption: He deliberately focused on the outcome and not on the cost. We read this in Hebrews 12:1–2: “Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Jesus purposely did not put the cost before His eyes, but rather the joy He would have after He had completed His work. He did not concentrate on the pain, suffering and shame He would have to bear, but He used all His energies to concentrate His mind and His heart on the joy after the cross.
He thought about the joy it would be to have pleased the Fa- ther and fulfilled the Scriptures, the joy to think about you and me and to know He made it possible for us to have salvation, the joy to be able to go back to heaven. Most of all, Jesus thought and concentrated on the joy of that moment He had longed for from eternity past, when He finally could cry out: “It is finished.”
Focusing on the joy that would follow all the suffering made it possible for Jesus to walk daily under the shadow of the cross, without breaking under the pressure. Jesus had to keep His concentration on the joy after the cross throughout His life  and ministry. He knew that if He allowed His mind to slip and started focusing on the cost, He might not be able to make it until the end.
The devil, of course, tried to make Jesus lose His focus by using Peter. Matthew 16:21–23 tells us about this encounter. Jesus was sharing with His disciples that very soon He would have to go to Jerusalem, suffer many things, be killed and then rise again.
Peter took Him aside and rebuked Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You” (v. 22). Jesus imme-



diately recognized Satan’s attack, and He said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s” (v. 23).
Jesus was able to see clearly how Satan had tried his best to redirect His mind to focus on the horror of suffering and thus cause Him to lose sight of God’s interests, which were the salva- tion of mankind and the joy of having accomplished redemp- tion.
While Jesus was hanging on the cross just hours before He would die, what do you think He was doing? I believe He was still focusing on the joy after the cross was completed! These were the very hours when the fiercest battle took place between Him—the Lamb of God—and Satan, with our souls hanging in the balance.
If at that time Jesus had not concentrated His whole being on the joy afterward, He would have stepped down from the cross and wouldn’t have had the strength to die. Jesus was able to face the cost it took because He maintained His focus—the joy after the cross—throughout the slow process of His death.
Because He kept this joy before Him, He was able to see, by faith, you and me and whole nations redeemed by His blood. He could see the millions of India who would praise Him and who would call upon His name for salvation. The outcome was worth the price He had to pay.
There were other people in the Bible who did exactly as Jesus did: They focused on the outcome and not on the cost.
Hebrews 11:8–10 tells us that one of these men was Abra- ham. When God called him, he left everything and became a nomad and alien in a foreign land for the rest of his life. “For he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10). Abraham was able to pay that kind of a price because he did not focus on the cost, but on the joy before him to arrive at this city that was made by God.


Moses was another one who did not focus on the cost. We read about him in Hebrews 11:24–26. Moses gave up the throne in Egypt and left his title, his riches and everything behind that was given to him, to suffer with the people of God, “for he was looking to the reward” (Hebrews 11:26).
He did not concentrate on the cost of having to walk around in that wilderness for 40 years, trying to lead a bunch of people who were continuously complaining, murmuring, stubborn and disobedient. Instead, Moses kept his mind on the reward that would be his afterward.
Abraham and Moses were able to look ahead by faith, just as Jesus did.
There were many other people living during the same time as Moses and Abraham, but none of them did what these two had done. The others looked at the price tag and said, “The cost is too high.” They were not able to see by faith what Moses and Abraham could see, and they did not know how to set the joy before their eyes so they too could endure the cross. For example, Lot, Abraham’s nephew, who at first had joined him, gave up his focus and went for an easier life in Sodom.
• • • • •
In the days when there was no treatment for leprosy, every- one who contracted this disease became an outcast and had to live in designated leper colonies. During that time, the colonies were cut off from the outside world by high walls, and guards were posted around them to prevent anyone from coming in or going out.
There were some Moravian missionaries who had a great burden for the lepers behind these walls. Their greatest desire was that these lepers in their hopelessness could know Jesus as their Savior. But there was no way to tell them because no one



was allowed to go behind these walls. Do you know what these missionaries did?
One night when the guards couldn’t see them, they climbed over those walls—never to return to the outside world. They were ready to win these lepers to the Lord at the calculated cost of their own health and life.
How were they able to face and to pay such a high price? They were able to do it because, like Jesus, they had set before their eyes the joy that was to come after the “cross.” By faith they could see, like Moses, the reward in the future. Before they ever climbed over that wall, they saw those lepers coming to the feet
of Jesus.
• • • • •
I once read a story that happened during World War II in Germany. Wherever Jews were found, they were rounded up like animals and brought to Hitler’s concentration camps for his final solution to the “Jewish problem”—death in the gas chambers.
There was a Jewish girl who was a born-again Christian. She had found a safe place to hide, and she knew that no one would ever find her as long as she stayed there. But day and night, she thought about her Jewish brothers and sisters in the concentra- tion camps. She thought about the horrors and the suffering they were going through. She knew that they would die there— without knowing Jesus the Messiah.
Do you know what she did? She left her hiding place and walked into the street, confessing, “I am a Jew.” As soon as she said these words, she was arrested and taken to one of the con- centration camps. There she had to suffer unspeakable horrors alongside the other Jews. However, she was able to witness to many of them about the true Messiah before they were taken to the gas chambers or died of starvation and sickness.


How was this girl able to pay such a high price? Because she could see by faith, just like Jesus. She could see the joy beyond the cross when one day some of those to whom she had wit- nessed would stand, redeemed by the blood of Jesus, before the throne of God.
• • • • •
I don’t know where the Lord intends to call you to serve Him. It might be somewhere in North India, Tibet or Bhutan. Maybe you are already at the place where God wants to invest your life for His kingdom.
Perhaps you will have to pay a high price of suffering in the days ahead. It could be that in a few years from now, we will read your name in a report that says, “Another Gospel worker died as a martyr on one of the mission fields.”
Dear brother, dear sister—if you desire to be able to bear the cost so that your mission field will know Jesus, then you must learn to take your eyes off the price. You must learn to deliber- ately focus your mind, your heart and your eyes on the joy set before you that will be yours after the cross. Before it ever comes to pass, you must train yourself to see, by faith, the reward: the souls from your pioneer field washed by the blood of Jesus.
May I encourage you that in whatever the Lord asks you to do, set the joy before your eyes and you will be able to pay the price.
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s I write this book, I am 42 years old. I am surprised at how fast the years have flown by. It seems like just
yesterday that our children were babies and our ministry was in its first beginnings.
Sometimes people walk up to me and express their appre- ciation for what our ministry is doing for the lost world. They share how astonished they are by all the things that have been accomplished.
I am happy for what God has done through His grace. But very often, when I am alone, my thoughts are just the opposite. I won- der how much of His plan God wasn’t able to accomplish through my life. My concern is not how much I did, but how much I didn’t do. Looking back over the years, I wonder how much time and how many opportunities I must have wasted by just being con- cerned about myself or because of my lack of motivation.
I am well aware that even if the Lord delays His return, half of my life has already passed. I have only half of my life left— maybe not even that much. It might be just a few more years, a few months, days or hours.



I ask myself very seriously: “With the remaining time I have left, will I be able to finish all that God has planned for my life?” I want to see Jesus and hear Him say, “You have fully accom- plished what I asked you to do. Nothing was left undone.”
GOD’S PURPOSE AND GOAL ARE THAT
WE FINISH THE RACE!
God called us not only to follow Him, but to fully complete His plan, His goal and His purpose for our lives. This is ex- pressed very clearly in the following verses:
Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life (Revelation 2:10).
And he who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations (Revela- tion 2:26).
Run in such a way that you may win (1 Corinthians 9:24).

Paul knew very well what God’s purpose was for his life and what God expected him to accomplish before his death. He wrote to Timothy about this purpose: “But the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me, in order that through me the procla- mation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear” (2 Timothy 4:17). Paul had given every aspect of his life so fully to Jesus and to the goal and purpose God had shown him that before he died he could write to Timothy: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).
Jesus also knew very well God’s purpose for Him: “That all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled” (Luke 24:44). Throughout the Gospels we read this statement whenever Je- sus did something: “. . . in order that the Scripture might be
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fulfilled . . .” At the end of His life, while He was hanging on the cross, we read, “After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled . . .” (John 19:28). Jesus had not left one prophecy unfulfilled or one task undone. Everything was fully accom- plished. No wonder His last words—His victory cry—were, “It is finished!” (John 19:30).
EASY TO START THE RACE—HARD TO COMPLETE IT
After the disciples saw Jesus multiply the five loaves and two fishes, it was easy for them to get excited about their call to serve such a Lord. Watching Jesus open deaf ears, give sight to the blind, cleanse the lepers and raise the dead gave them plenty of enthusiasm to proclaim Him as the Son of David and the Messiah, or Anointed One. They were quite eager to sing “Hosanna” and lay palm branches out before Him as He rode into Jerusalem.
However, it was impossible for them to maintain their excite- ment during the crisis they faced when Jesus was arrested, tried and executed. Of course, then came another wave of excitement when the resurrection took place and when at Pentecost the Holy Spirit came to indwell them. It caused them to embrace God’s plan for their lives and the ministry to which Jesus had called them.
However, all these wonderful things were just the beginning of a long journey. What lay ahead of them? It was 20, 30, 40, 50 or more years of hard work, endless travel, intense suffer- ing, prison, persecution and martyrs’ deaths. Oh yes, there were many victories, miracles and blessings along the way. But it was a long, hard road until the end.
I believe that their first excitement would not have been suf- ficient to give them endurance until the end. It took more than that!


For us it takes more as well. The excitement we first experi- ence when we go to Bible school or for outreach will not last long enough to carry us through the next 40 or 50 years of laying down our lives! It is easy to start the race but hard to finish it.

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO FINISH?
I am aware that I am about to give an answer (or at least at- tempt one) to something that I have not yet completed myself. Therefore, I am looking for the “secrets” of people like Moses, Paul and of course Jesus, who all finished their races success- fully.
More than anything else, we must realize that the devil will do all he can to prevent us from fully accomplishing the goal. He will allow us to do part, and then try his best to get us out of the race.
Just imagine what would have happened if Moses stopped believing God as he and the nation of Israel stood at the Red Sea with Pharaoh’s army behind them or, worse, while Israel walked through the midst of the Red Sea with walls of water left and right!
Think about this: What if Paul had given up fighting his “good fight” on that ship to Rome? The storm they encountered was so violent, the situation so hopeless and desperate that Paul had every reason to give up too. If he did, we wouldn’t have one letter from him in the entire New Testament.
What about Jesus? If He followed Peter’s good advice not to go to the cross, we never would have salvation.
We must realize that the devil wants to stop us short of our goal. We will never know whether God purposed to use the last five years of our lives to touch a whole nation with the Gospel if we run off two weeks before it was planned to happen!
The devil will use our weaknesses, discouragements, fears,
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loneliness, sin and enemies to attempt to make us give up our pursuit of God’s goal. What should we do?
Don’t entertain any thought or wish to get out of the race! If you give room to this thought, it will grow and overtake you.
Moses never wished himself back in Egypt and in Pharaoh’s palace. Hebrews 11:25 says: “[Moses chose] rather to endure ill- treatment with the people of God.”
Paul also never looked back after putting his hand to the plow, and he never considered an easier road. He wrote to the Philippians:
But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ (Philippians 3:7).
. . . but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reach- ing forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Philip- pians 3:13–14).
Jesus, when the devil tempted Him, could have made His life easier by accepting the shortcut the devil offered to His reign as Messiah. He could have avoided the cross altogether. Jesus im- mediately refused every word the devil tried to use to trick Him. He did not entertain his offer for even a moment. We must learn from Jesus to immediately reject every offer or wish that would cause us to leave the race.
Maintain a close walk with the Lord. Any kind of compromise we make in our love for the Lord and His people, our fellowship, holiness, commitment or honesty and openness is very danger- ous to our spiritual health. It can cause a spiritual tiredness and carelessness that let us forget the seriousness of our calling, which in turn could lead to sin or to getting out of the battle.
Demas, Paul’s co-worker, is such an example. Paul writes about him in 2 Timothy 4:10: “For Demas, having loved this


present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica.” De- mas made a compromise in his commitment and love for the Lord. All of a sudden, his call to the ministry no longer seemed so important—and he left the race.
It is absolutely vital to promptly repent from any sin that overtakes us and to immediately correct our course. Otherwise, we will find ourselves stranded on the sidelines, out of the race before we know it.
Walk in fear. Let us consider our call. Let us not take lightly that which God has entrusted to us. The blood of a lost world will be on our hands if we decide on our own to retire. We have a job to do that is extremely serious and has eternal consequences.
Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman to the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from Me. When I say to the wicked, “You shall surely die,” and you do not warn him . . . his blood I will require at your hand (Ezekiel 3:17–18).
Remember, we signed on for life, and our commitment to His call does not run out after 25 years or at age 65! We are not finished until God says we are finished.
Keep the vision. God has always had a vision for His people. In the Old Testament, God’s vision was to have a people of His own (Deuteronomy 4:20), to give them the Promised Land (Genesis 17:8) and to make them an example and blessing to all the na- tions of the earth (Genesis 22:18), which was fulfilled in Jesus.
From the New Testament and on into the present, God’s vision for His people has been that they would follow the cross (Luke 9:23), win a multitude of souls to Jesus from every nation and tribe (Revelation 7:9) and become a bride for the Lamb, pure and holy (Revelation 21:2).
The Bible says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18, KJV). This is very true for our physical as well as
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our spiritual lives. Any improvement in society, in the church or in our personal lives requires a vision. Otherwise, no change, no effort, no improvement will ever happen. Consider these examples:
Moses had the vision to free Israel from slavery, take them out of Egypt and bring them to the Promised Land.
Joshua’s vision was to cross the Jordan River and conquer Canaan.
Nehemiah’s vision was to rebuild the broken-down wall of Jerusalem, while Ezra had the vision to rebuild the temple.
Jesus’ vision was to die for our sins, and Paul’s vision was to take the Gospel to the Gentiles.
Each of these men faced tremendous odds, yet amazingly they succeeded and accomplished the tasks they set out to do. When we read about their lives, we find that all the difficul- ties of the world, enormous struggles, suffering and persecution couldn’t stop them from fulfilling their mission.
What gave them the drive, the energy and the burden to go on when all looked so hopeless? It was their vision that kept them going. You see, a vision always comes first, which will then produce a burden. This burden will cause you to go forward and fulfill the vision.
Look closely at the life of any leader who is doing something great for the Lord. You will find without exception that each one has a vision and, through it, a tremendous burden to ful- fill that vision. Where does this vision come from? God gave it to them!
It was not Moses’ idea to free Israel or Paul’s idea to take the Gospel to the Gentiles. These visions were first born in  the heart of God. He then searched for someone with a willing heart whom He could call, impart this vision and then fulfill   it through him. We read this truth in Ezekiel 22:30: “And I searched for a man among them who should build up the wall


and stand in the gap before Me for the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.”
Each of the men I have mentioned accepted God’s vision and made it their own. They allowed God to work mightily through them until it was fulfilled.
In the very same way, when God calls you to serve Him, He will offer you a vision and a purpose for your life and ministry. You must not only accept this vision, but make it your own as well. It might be a small vision at first, which will expand and unfold as you walk with Him.
It must be your highest priority to keep this vision alive, be- cause it is the energy, the drive and the source of the burden you need to fulfill your calling. You cannot afford to let it die, be buried under other things or replaced by the attractions of the world. Where there is no vision, the people perish; and without vision, your call will perish as well!
There are quite a number of people in the Bible who lost their vision. We can learn from their lives what will happen to us, our calling and our ministry if we ever lose ours.
The people of Israel left Egypt with the vision to go to Ca- naan in the shortest time possible. Yet when they arrived at the border of the Promised Land, they found fortified cities and giants there. At that moment they lost their vision and decided to go back to Egypt. The result was that they walked in circles in the desert for 40 years and finally died there, never reaching their destination.
Orpah and Ruth, two Moabite girls, had the vision to go to Bethlehem with Naomi to start a new life. However, somewhere along the way, Orpah lost her vision when she thought about her relatives, home and country. She never reached Bethlehem. She also never received and shared any of the blessings that the God of Israel gave to Ruth. Ruth not only became the wife of Boaz and had a good life, but she also became an ancestor of King David and Jesus.



When Jonah lost his vision to obey the Lord and go to Nineveh, he ended up having “fish trouble” and in the process delayed God’s plans and His timetable.
God had given King Saul the vision and the promise that if he was faithful, his kingdom would be established forever. How- ever, Saul lost his vision and disobeyed God. The end result was that his kingdom was taken from him.
Next to the power of the Holy Spirit, your vision is the most important tool you have received from the Lord to enable you to complete your mission. As you walk along, the devil will do his best to rob you of your vision through fear, the love for the things of the world, glamorous offers catered to your ego and distractions by other good things. Don’t ever let anything rob you of your vision! You must keep it at any cost. Once you let go of it, you are a candidate for walking off of the racetrack.
If your vision has faded or you have lost it altogether, you must immediately get it rekindled. Remove all the distractions from your life that have caused you to lose sight of your vision. Seek God in prayer and stay before Him until your vision is back in your heart.
Always remember, you will only attempt to accomplish that for which you have a vision.
Be determined. For Paul, it was not an accident that he re- mained faithful until the end and was able to finish God’s plan for his life. You see, very early in his Christian life, Paul made God’s purpose and goal his purpose and goal. He determined and purposed in his heart that he would allow nothing and no one to stop his pursuit of it until all was fully accomplished:
But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to my- self, in order that I may finish my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24).


Our determination is more important and more powerful than we think. It shapes our thoughts and actions and gives us a willingness to endure until the goal is reached. There is a song that has often challenged me to keep up my commitment. The words go like this: “I am determined to be invincible until He has finished His purpose in me.”
Let us, like Paul, determine today that we will be faithful, obedient and invincible through Jesus. We will not be satisfied with less than fulfilling our goal. We will not give up after we fail or stumble. We will hold still for the Holy Spirit to work on our heart. We will complete our race and win.
We must make this determination before our body gets tired, old and weary and before the pressures of life bear down on us. You see, when we are young, we have enough energy  to compensate for hardships. Later on in life, however, we can no longer draw on our physical strength to keep us going. We can only cling to our determination that through His grace we will not give up, regardless, until His goal is fully accomplished through our lives.
Stand on His promises, and count on His grace and power. All our efforts and our best determination will not be enough to keep us in the race that is set before us. Unless God gives us His grace and His power, we have no chance at all to make it. He has to be the One who lives and accomplishes His purpose through us.
All that is required of us is to allow Him to do so. Our faith activates His power and allows Him to fulfill every promise He has made in His Word. Here are some of these promises that will encourage us to be determined not to give up until God’s purpose is accomplished:
I am with you always, even to the end of the age (Matthew 28:20).
For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a



good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:6).
For I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day (2 Timothy 1:12).

COMPLETE THE RACE FOR OTHERS WHO FOLLOW
It is frightening to see how few servants of God fully com- plete their race. It seems as though the dropout rate becomes greater and greater as the race crosses the halfway mark and winds down toward the finish line. The last 100 meters are al- ways the hardest. Each runner is exhausted, and his muscles are aching. Yet he must speed up one more time and squeeze the last possible ounce of energy out of his tired body. Only if he is able to cross that white line has he successfully completed the race.
Why is it that so many Christian leaders, as well as believers, seem to have trouble completing their race with the same dedi- cation and testimony as they ran it the first 20, 30 or 40 years?
I believe the reason might be that when we are in the battle for a long time, we come to a point where we just desire to relax, to sit down a while and to get out from under the pressure. We want to have time for our families and friends. As we get older, we may also feel that we deserve a little easier life, especially because we’ve done more than others. At this point it is easy to lose our concentration, and we stumble or slow down con- siderably. The enemy takes advantage of our loss of focus and sidetracks us by showing us the joys of an easier life.
I am not at all saying that a 75-year-old Gospel worker should walk as far and carry the same heavy load of literature as a 25- year-old. No, the Lord knows our frame, our age and our phys- ical strength, and He considers them all. What I am talking


about is this: We must keep the fire alive in our hearts and our goal set before us.
It is very, very important to God that we do not lose the race on the home stretch. You see, we do not complete the race just for ourselves, but for others as well. God is not only concerned that we fulfill His plan but that we become an example for oth- ers, showing them how to run and how to finish the race. He wants to be able to point to our lives and tell those who have just started, “Follow his or her example. Learn from him, and you too will fully accomplish My plan.” This intent of God to use us as examples becomes very clear when we read Hebrews 13:7: “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the outcome of their way of life, imitate their faith.”
Paul was so sure he had kept the faith and his commitment that he could tell the Corinthian Christians, “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).
To Timothy he said, “And the things which you have heard from me . . . these entrust to faithful men. But you followed
my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, persever- ance, persecutions, sufferings	” (2 Timothy 2:2, 3:10–11).
And to the Philippians he said, “Brethren, join in follow- ing my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us. . . . The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with you” (Philippians 3:17, 4:9).
Others look at us to draw strength and instruction from our lives. What do they see?
A few days ago it occurred to me that no one in our ministry actually saw my life when I was 19, 20 or 21 years old. None of them witnessed my excitement, my love for the Lord, my bold- ness or anything I did at that time. There are maybe three or four who have known me for the past 10 years, but the rest of



them have only seen my life for less than 4 to 5 years, and some just a few months.
They know nothing about my  spiritual background. What  I did or who I was 20 years ago does not have much meaning for them. All they can see is what I portray and live right now before their eyes.
When they look at my life at this moment, what will they see? How is my excitement, my determination, my vision, my faithfulness, my love for the Lord? Am I still in the race? Am I still looking ahead?
I remember a radio preacher telling his audience that he only uses examples in his preaching of believers and leaders who had already died. The dropout rate from the race is so high, and he wants to make sure that those he mentions have no chance left to ruin their testimony.
Over the years I have felt disappointed more than once by well-known leaders, pastors or missionaries who changed so completely in their dedication to Christ that they became greedy for money, jealous of others’ success and position or very liberal in their view of sin. I do not want to judge them, but I want to take it as a warning: If we are not careful, we will discourage many believers from completing their races. Others need to see us cross the finish line, so they too will have the courage to en- dure until the end.
HELP EACH OTHER TO COMPLETE THE RACE
A few years ago, a missionary told me, “My wife asks me to stay home now. She says, ‘This is my old age—give the ministry to younger ones and let us spend these last few years in peace.’ ”
I can understand her desire and tiredness very well. They both worked so hard for all those years and have done so much for the kingdom. Now his wife would like to have a more quiet life, with less responsibility and more time for each other.


When we meet someone who is getting weary and tired in the race or losing his concentration and starting to struggle and stumble, we are given orders to help him get back on track. This is not done by judging, condemning or criticizing, but by love that carries someone else’s burden.
Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves (Romans 15:1).
Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2).
Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another (1 Thessalonians 5:11).
During an international athletic competition, a race took place that perfectly illustrates what it means to help someone else fully accomplish the goal. Two runners were ahead of every- one else, and the finish line was already in sight. The spectators were sure that the first runner would definitely receive the gold medal, because he was far enough ahead of the second runner. However, just meters before the finish line, to everyone’s hor- ror, the first runner began to stagger and stumble and finally fell down, completely exhausted on the sidelines. The crowd cheered to encourage him to get up, but it was useless. He desperately
tried to get on his feet, but all his strength had left him.
In a few moments the race would be over. All the other run- ners would pass him by and cross the finish line, while he could only watch helplessly. He would not only lose the medal, but the records would forever show that he had never finished the race.
Just as the second runner passed him by, sure to win first place now, something totally unexpected happened that made the crowd hold its breath. The second runner suddenly left his



track, ran over to the sidelines and pulled up the first runner from the ground. He laid the exhausted man’s arm around    his shoulder and placed his own arm around his waist. To the cheering of the crowd, he dragged his stranded opponent with him toward the white line. They struggled and stumbled, but they crossed the finish line together to share the prize.
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