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h4HE POTENCY OF PRAYER HATH SUBDUED THE STRENGTH OF FIRE; IT HATH BRIDLED THE RAGE OF LIONS, HUSHED ANARCHY TO REST, EXTINGUISHED WARS, APPEASED THE ELEMENTS, EXPELLED THE DEMONS, BURST THE CHAINS OF DEATH, EXPANDED THE GATES OF HEAVEN, ASSUAGED DISEASES, REPELLED FRAUDS, RESCUED CITIES FROM DESTRUCTION, STAYED THE SUN IN ITS COURSE, AND ARRESTED THE PROGRESS OF THE THUNDERBOLT. 0RAYER IS ALL-EFFICIENT PANOPLY, A TREASURE UNDIMINISHED, A MINE WHICH IS NEVER EXHAUSTED,
A SKY UNOBSCURED BY CLOUDS, A HEAVEN UNRUFFLED BY STORM. )T IS THE ROOT, THE FOUNTAIN, THE MOTHER OF   A THOUSAND BLESSINGS.v
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(
) 
OW OFTEN HAVE YOU HEARD SOMEONE SAY,
h) WILL PRAY FOR YOUv OR ASK, h0LEASE PRAY FOR MEv? /F THE THOUSANDS OF LETTERS ) RECEIVE, A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF THEM ALWAYS HAVE SOME KIND OF PRAYER REQUEST INCLUDED.
4HE NEED FOR PRAYER IS FELT IN ALL ASPECTS OF OUR LIVES. 7HETHER IT HAS TO DO WITH OUR FAMILIES, CHILDREN, EDUCATION, DAILY NEEDS, MINISTRY, RELATIVES, FRIENDS OR THE MANY OTHER CONCERNS THAT CAN FILL OUR DAYS, THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER IS ALWAYS PRESENT.
"UT DESPITE THAT, THE QUESTION REMAINS:
$O WE HONESTLY TAKE TIME TO PRAY? )F WE DO PRAY, HOW MUCH TIME DO WE REALLY SPEND IN


PRAYER? 7E MAY SPEND HOURS EACH DAY TALK- ING TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS ABOUT THE THINGS IN OUR LIVES, BUT DO WE EVEN SPEND AT LEAST ONE HOUR WITH THE ,ORD IN PRAYER, TALKING WITH (IM?
) BELIEVE OUR LACK OF PRAYER IS BECAUSE SO FEW OF US TRULY KNOW HOW TO PRAY. ) KNOW THAT IN THE EARLY DAYS OF MY #HRISTIAN LIFE, ) HAD NO CLUE WHAT PRAYER REALLY WAS. ) WOULD CLOSE MY EYES, AND IN A FEW SHORT MINUTES,
) WOULD RUN OUT OF THINGS TO SAY. )T WASN'T UNTIL LEARNING FROM OLDER BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN #HRIST, AS WELL AS FROM BOOKS ON PRAYER, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF %.-. "OUNDS, THAT
) BEGAN TO GROW IN MY PRAYER LIFE.
-AY THIS BOOKLET SERVE TO GIVE YOU THE BEGINNING STEPS FOR BUILDING YOUR LIFE ON THE SOLID FOUNDATION OF PRAYER. !ND MAY THE
,ORD USE THIS TO HELP YOU COME NEAR TO (IM AND BE A CHILD AGAIN, SIMPLY TALKING TO YOUR &ATHER. (E IS WAITING FOR YOU.
 (
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! 3ECRET &OUNDATION
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) 
FEW YEARS AGO, ) HEARD THE STORY OF ONE MISSIONARY SERVING WITH OUR ORGANIZA-
TION WHO, IN A SHORT TIME, HAD PLANTED FIVE CHURCHES IN A DIFFICULT PART OF .ORTHEAST
)NDIA. #URIOUS OF HOW THIS YOUNG BROTHER DID IT, ) CALLED ONE OF OUR SENIOR LEADERS AND ASKED HIM IF HE COULD TELL ME MORE ABOUT THIS BROTHER'S MINISTRY.
!LL THAT ) KNEW WAS THAT HE WAS FROM A TRIBAL BACKGROUND AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY COL- LEGE EDUCATION, YET REGARDLESS, IT SEEMED THAT 'OD WAS WITH HIM IN A REMARKABLE WAY. 4HE FIRST CHURCH HE PLANTED BEGAN WITH THE HEAL- ING OF A (INDU PRIEST WHO WAS PARALYZED.



4HEN, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, FOUR MORE CHURCHES WERE BORN. ) WAS MORE THAN CURIOUS TO FIND OUT THIS BROTHER'S SECRET.
/UR SENIOR LEADER SAID HE WOULD CHECK INTO IT AND LET ME KNOW WHAT HE FOUND OUT. 7HEN HE CALLED TO TELL ME, HE SAID, h4HERE IS NOTHING UNUSUAL ABOUT HIM. ) FOUND NOTH- ING SPECIAL EXCEPT FOR ONE THING�HE GETS UP VERY EARLY EACH MORNING AND SPENDS TWO OR THREE HOURS IN PRAYER AND THEN AN HOUR OR TWO READING THE "IBLE. 4HIS HABIT BEGAN WHILE HE WAS STUDYING IN ONE OF OUR "IBLE COLLEGES.v
,ET ME GIVE ANOTHER EXAMPLE. /NE MORN- ING ) WAS TALKING TO A SENIOR LEADER IN OUR WORK ON THE MISSION FIELD. (E WAS TRAVELING THROUGHOUT .ORTH )NDIA TO MEET WITH MANY OF OUR LEADERS AND APPOINT NEW WORKERS TO PROJECTS THAT HAD RECENTLY BEEN STARTED. )N OUR CONVERSATION WE WERE DISCUSSING WHO MIGHT BE ABLE TO TAKE A CERTAIN NEW POSI- TION. ) ASKED HIM, h7HAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THIS PARTICULAR BROTHER? (E SEEMS TO BE A REALLY GODLY MAN. 7HY DON'T WE THINK ABOUT PUTTING HIM IN THAT POSITION?v
7E TALKED BACK AND FORTH ABOUT THIS BROTHER'S ABILITIES, HIS LACK OF EXPERIENCE AND THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE CHALLENGE IN THIS NEW AREA OF WORK. "UT FINALLY WE BOTH AGREED TO TRUST HIM WITH THE PARTICULAR JOB. 4HERE
 (
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WAS SOMETHING ABOUT HIM THAT CAUSED US TO MAKE THAT DECISION: (E SPENDS NEARLY FOUR HOURS IN PRAYER EACH DAY.
/UR DECISION WAS NOT BASED ON THE FACT THAT HE HAD STARTED A DOZEN CHURCHES OR THAT HE WAS ABLE TO OVERSEE A LARGE REGION OF THE COUNTRY QUITE WELL. /UR DECISION WAS BASED ON THE FACT THAT 'OD WAS WITH HIM AND THAT HE KNEW HOW TO PRAY.
9OU SEE, PRAYER IS 'OD'S METHOD OF CARRY- ING OUT (IS PURPOSES UPON THIS EARTH. 4HERE IS A MYSTERY TO THE TRUTH THAT 'OD WAITS TO HEAR AND ANSWER THE PRAYERS OF (IS PEOPLE. 2EMEMBER WHAT *ESUS SAID IN -ATTHEW
9:37n38? h4HE HARVEST TRULY IS PLENTIFUL, BUT THE LABORERS ARE FEW. 4HEREFORE PRAY THE ,ORD OF THE HARVEST TO SEND OUT LABORERS INTO (IS HARVESTv (EMPHASIS ADDED).
4HERE ARE MANY PEOPLE ALL THROUGHOUT #HRISTIAN HISTORY WHO KNEW THE POWER OF PRAYER. *OHN (YDE WAS ONE OF THEM. )N THE LATE 1800S, HE LEFT HIS HOME IN )LLINOIS TO SERVE THE ,ORD AS A MISSIONARY TO THE PEOPLE OF )NDIA. 4HERE HE LABORED, NOT JUST PHYSI- CALLY BUT, MORE IMPORTANT, IN PRAYER. (E WAS KNOWN TO STAY UP LATE INTO THE NIGHT PRAYING, AS WELL AS RISING VERY EARLY EACH MORNING, CRY- ING OUT TO 'OD, h'IVE ME SOULS, / 'OD, OR ) DIE!v (E WAS SO GRIPPED WITH PASSION FOR THE LOST, AND HE KNEW THAT THE STRONGHOLDS THE


ENEMY HAD UPON THE PEOPLE COULD ONLY BE BROKEN THROUGH PRAYER. !ND SO PRAY HE DID.
)N FACT, HE PRAYED SO MUCH THAT THE POSI- TION OF HIS HEART HAD SHIFTED IN HIS CHEST, LATER CAUSING THE COMPLICATIONS THAT LED TO HIS DEATH. "UT BECAUSE OF HIS PRAYERS, IN 1904 THE NORTHWESTERN STATES OF )NDIA WHERE HE HAD LABORED FOR YEARS EXPERIENCED ONE OF THE GREATEST REVIVALS THE NATION HAS EVER KNOWN!
*UST LIKE 0RAYING (YDE, WE TOO CAN LEARN TO PRAY AND SEE 'OD ACCOMPLISH GREAT THINGS THROUGH OUR PRAYERS. "UT WE MUST LEARN.
9OU COULD READ EVERY BOOK EVER WRITTEN ON PRAYER, BUT THAT WON'T MAKE YOU A PERSON OF PRAYER. 7E LEARN TO PRAY BY DOING IT.
)N 4HE ,AST $AYS .EWSLETTER, ,EONARD 2AVENHILL TELLS ABOUT A GROUP OF TOURISTS WHO WERE VISITING A PICTURESQUE VILLAGE. !S THEY WALKED BY AN OLD MAN SITTING BESIDE A FENCE, ONE TOURIST, IN A RATHER PATRONIZ- ING WAY, TURNED TO THE OLD MAN AND ASKED, h7ERE ANY GREAT MEN BORN IN THIS VILLAGE?v 4HE OLD MAN SIMPLY TURNED AND REPLIED, h.OPE, ONLY BABIES.v
-Y BROTHERS AND SISTERS, WE MUST GROW INTO THE LIFE OF PRAYER. ,ET US BEGIN TODAY, TAKING THE FIRST STEPS TOWARD BECOMING PEOPLE GREAT IN PRAYER. !S WE DO, WE WILL SEE INCREDIBLE THINGS HAPPEN IN OUR LIFETIME.


h4HE EARNEST PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS PERSON HAS GREAT POWER AND WONDERFUL RESULTSv (*AMES 5:16, .,4).
) KNOW FIRSTHAND JUST HOW EFFECTIVE THE PRAYERS OF THOSE WHO TRUST THE ,ORD AND CON- TINUE IN PRAYER ARE. &OR THREE AND ONE-HALF YEARS MY MOTHER FASTED AND PRAYED FOR THE
,ORD TO CALL ONE OF HER SIX SONS INTO FULL-TIME MINISTRY. /NE AFTER THE OTHER, EACH OF MY BROTHERS STARTED THEIR CAREERS, WITH ONLY ME, THE YOUNGEST AND SHYEST, LEFT AS MY MOTHER'S LAST HOPE.
"UT WHEN ) WAS 16, THE ,ORD ANSWERED MY MOTHER'S PRAYERS AND CALLED ME TO THE MIN- ISTRY. 4HE CALL ON MY LIFE IS A DIRECT RESULT OF HER PRAYERS.
!S *OHN 7ESLEY ONCE SAID, h'OD WILL DO NOTHING BUT IN ANSWER TO PRAYER.v1
) BELIEVE *OHN 7ESLEY FIRST LEARNED THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER AND HOW TO PRAY THROUGH THE EXAMPLE HE SAW IN HIS MOTHER, 3USANNA 7ESLEY. 4HIS WOMAN OF 'OD AND MOTHER OF 19 CHILDREN WAS KNOWN FOR HER DEVOTED PRAYER LIFE. )N THE MIDST OF HER BUSY HOUSEHOLD AND NUMEROUS DUTIES, SHE CON- SISTENTLY MADE TIME TO PRAY BY PULLING HER APRON OVER HER HEAD TO FIND SOLITUDE WITH 'OD. )T WAS OUT OF HER PRAYERS THAT TWO OF HER SONS�*OHN AND #HARLES 7ESLEY�BECAME KEY LEADERS IN THE #HURCH IN THE 1700S.


h#ALL TO -E, AND ) WILL ANSWER YOU, AND SHOW YOU GREAT AND MIGHTY THINGS, WHICH YOU DO NOT KNOWv (*EREMIAH 33:3). ,ET US RECEIVE (IS INVITATION AND BEGIN TO WALK THIS ROAD OF LEARNING TO PRAY.
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) 
F YOU'VE HAD SIMILAR EXPERIENCES AS ), YOU MAY HAVE FOUND HOW OFTENTIMES IN PRAYER,
EITHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, PEOPLE CHANGE THEIR VOICES AND STRETCH THEIR WORDS, AS IF TALKING TO SOME UNKNOWN, POWERFUL BEING A MILLION LIGHT YEARS AWAY. 4HEIR VOICE MAY FLUCTUATE AND THEY MAY SOUND AS THOUGH THEY WERE GIVING A SPEECH OR TRYING TO CONVINCE 'OD TO DO SOMETHING. 4HIS, MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, IS NOT TO BE DEFINED AS PRAYER.
#ONTRARY TO A LOT OF RELIGIOUS EXAMPLES, PRAYER NEED NOT BE JUST SOME MYSTICAL, SUPER- SPIRITUAL ACTIVITY. 3IMPLY PUT, PRAYER IS CON- VERSATION BETWEEN &ATHER AND CHILD.
(AVE YOU EVER NOTICED HOW A CHILD COMES




AND TALKS TO HIS MOM OR DAD? 9OU NEVER NEED TO LOOK FOR A DICTIONARY TO FIND OUT THE MEANING OF THE WORDS CHILDREN USE. 4HEY COME JUST AS THEY ARE. 4HEY COME SIMPLY.
9OU WILL NEVER FIND A CHILD GETTING INTO A FRENZY AND FLUCTUATING HIS VOICE AS HE TALKS.
!LL YOU WILL HEAR IS A SMALL VOICE, IN SIMPLE CONVERSATION, LOOKING UP INTO THE MOM'S OR DAD'S EYES.
/NE OF THE MOST EXHILARATING EXPERIENCES FOR ME IS WHEN ) GET A CHANCE TO HEAR A LITTLE CHILD PRAY. )T WILL MAKE YOU BOTH LAUGH AND CRY AT THE SAME TIME. 2EAD SOME OF THESE PRAYERS FROM CHILDREN:

$EAR ,ORD,
4HANK YOU FOR THE NICE DAY TODAY.
9OU EVEN FOOLED THE 46 WEATHERMAN.
(ANK (AGE 7)

$EAR ,ORD,
$O YOU EVER GET MAD? -Y MOTHER GETS MAD ALL THE TIME BUT SHE IS ONLY HUMAN.
9OURS TRULY,
$AVID (AGE 8)

$EAR ,ORD,
) NEED A RAISE IN MY ALLOWANCE. #OULD YOU HAVE ONE OF YOUR ANGELS TELL MY FATHER?
4HANK YOU,
$AVID (AGE 7)1
 (
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)N -ATTHEW 18:3, *ESUS TURNED TO THE DIS- CIPLES GATHERED AROUND (IM AND TAUGHT THEM AN IMPORTANT LESSON: h5NLESS YOU . . . BECOME AS LITTLE CHILDREN, YOU WILL BY NO MEANS ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.v 4HE WAY A CHILD PRAYS, IN SIMPLICITY AND TRUST, IS THE PERFECT PORTRAIT OF PRAYER.
7HEN WE LOOK AT THE PRAYER OF *ESUS IN
*OHN 17, WE FIND THE SAME PICTURE. *ESUS WAS NEVER CLOSING (IS EYES AND PRAYING IN A DIF- FERENT TONE OF VOICE. )N FACT, WE ARE TOLD THAT h*ESUS . . . LIFTED UP (IS EYES TO HEAVEN, AND SAID: @&ATHER' v (*OHN 17:1, EMPHASIS ADDED).
7HAT A BEAUTIFUL PORTRAIT OF (IS RELATION- SHIP WITH THE &ATHER! 4HROUGH THIS EXAMPLE,
*ESUS WAS SHOWING US THAT PRAYER IS SIMPLY TALKING TO 'OD�NOT JUST AS THE ALMIGHTY #REATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, BUT AS THE CARING, LOVESICK &ATHER WHO WAITS FOR (IS CHILD TO COME, A &ATHER WHO DELIGHTS TO BE WITH (IS CHILDREN.
#OME *UST AS 9OU !RE TO THE &ATHER
7E HAVE NEED TO REMEMBER THIS THROUGH OUR DAYS. 3O EASILY WE CAN FORGET THAT THE &ATHER LOVES US JUST AS (E LOVED *ESUS. 4HEN, INSTEAD OF COMING TO (IM BECAUSE OF WHOM (E IS, WE ARE KEPT AT BAY, CONSUMED MORE WITH WHO WE ARE OR ARE NOT.
) BELIEVE THE ENEMY HAS NUMEROUS TACTICS


TO KEEP US FROM PRAYING BECAUSE HE KNOWS THAT IT IS THE GREATEST WAY FOR THE KINGDOM OF 'OD TO EXPAND. (E ALSO UNDERSTANDS HOW OUR HEARTS AND PERSPECTIVE ON THE SITUATIONS OF LIFE ARE CHANGED THROUGH PRAYER.
0ERHAPS YOU ARE ONE WHO TRULY DESIRES TO PRAY, YET WHEN YOU DO, YOU ARE SOON BOGGED DOWN WITH ALL THE WAYS YOU FAIL, REMEMBER- ING HOW YOU AREN'T MATCHING UP TO THE SPIRI- TUAL PERSON YOU WANT TO BE, UNTIL EVENTUALLY ALL MOTIVATION TO PRAY IS LOST IN GUILT.
/UR &ATHER IN HEAVEN KNOWS US. !ND ) BELIEVE THAT IS WHY *ESUS TOLD THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON IN ,UKE 15. !LTHOUGH IT IS OFTEN TAUGHT WITH THE EMPHASIS BEING ON THE PRODIGAL SON, ) BELIEVE *ESUS WAS TRYING MORE TO PAINT A CLEAR PICTURE OF OUR 'OD AND &ATHER.

(E ;THE PRODIGAL SON= AROSE AND CAME TO HIS FATHER. "UT WHEN HE WAS STILL A GREAT WAY OFF, HIS FATHER SAW HIM AND HAD COMPASSION, AND RAN AND FELL ON HIS NECK AND KISSED HIM. !ND THE SON SAID TO HIM, h&ATHER, ) HAVE SINNED AGAINST HEAVEN AND IN YOUR SIGHT, AND AM NO LONGER WORTHY TO BE CALLED YOUR SON.v
"UT THE FATHER SAID TO HIS SERVANTS, h"RING OUT THE BEST ROBE AND PUT IT ON HIM, AND PUT A RING ON HIS HAND


AND SANDALS ON HIS FEET. !ND BRING THE FATTED CALF HERE AND KILL IT, AND LET US EAT AND BE MERRY; FOR THIS MY SON WAS DEAD AND IS ALIVE AGAIN; HE WAS LOST AND IS FOUND.v !ND THEY BEGAN TO BE MERRY (,UKE 15:20n24).

) SHARE THIS WITH YOU BECAUSE ) KNOW HOW EASILY GUILT CAN KEEP US FROM TALKING WITH OUR &ATHER. 0LEASE SEE HOW THE FATHER REJOICED AT HIS SON'S RETURN. )NSTEAD OF REPRIMANDING HIM, PUNISHING HIM, DEMANDING HE SAY SORRY OR MAKE SOME SORT OF RESTITUTION, THE FATHER EMBRACED HIS SON, REJOICED AND EVEN CALLED FOR A CELEBRATION. 2EMEMBER THIS PROMISE: h4HERE IS THEREFORE NOW NO CONDEMNATION TO THOSE WHO ARE IN #HRIST *ESUSv (2OMANS 8:1).

&OR WE DO NOT HAVE A (IGH 0RIEST WHO CANNOT SYMPATHIZE WITH OUR WEAKNESS- ES, BUT WAS IN ALL POINTS TEMPTED AS WE ARE, YET WITHOUT SIN. ,ET US THEREFORE COME BOLDLY TO THE THRONE OF GRACE, THAT WE MAY OBTAIN MERCY AND FIND GRACE TO HELP IN TIME OF NEED ((EBREWS 4:15n16, EMPHASIS ADDED).

3O THEN, LET US PRAY, REMEMBERING WHOM IT IS WE CALL &ATHER AND REALIZING THAT PRAYER IS COMING TO (IM AND LISTENING TO WHAT (E HAS TO SAY. 0RAYER IS WAITING BEFORE (IM AND MEDITATING LONG ENOUGH IN (IS PRESENCE


UNTIL OUR HEARTS ARE TOUCHED AND MOVED WITH (IS CONCERNS AND BURDENS, SO THAT WE BECOME CHANNELS FOR (IM TO WORK THROUGH.
0RAYER IS OUR WILLINGNESS TO SAY NO TO OUR OWN DESIRES AND ACCEPT SUFFERING IN THE FLESH TO EXPERIENCE THE PAIN AND AGONY THE ,ORD FEELS FOR THE EVENTS AND PEOPLE IN OUR GEN- ERATION.
0RAYER IS OUR WILLINGNESS TO JOIN WITH THE UNSEEN #HRIST IN THE 'ARDEN OF 'ETHSEMANE AND EXPERIENCE (IS PAIN AND HEARTBREAK FOR A WORLD THAT IS LYING IN UTTER DARKNESS, PLUNGING INTO ETERNITY TO PERISH FOREVER.
0RAYER IS STANDING IN THE GAP ON BEHALF OF THE NEEDY AND HURTING, ASKING THE &ATHER TO HEAL AND TO SAVE BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE (SEE
%ZEKIEL 22:30).
%.-. "OUNDS SAID IT PERFECTLY: h0RAYER IS THE OUTSTRETCHED ARMS OF THE CHILD FOR THE &ATHER'S HELP.v2
4HE .EARNESS OF 'OD
3O THEN WE SEE THAT PRAYER HAS LESS TO DO WITH WORDS AND POSTURE AND MORE TO DO WITH INTIMACY AND CLOSENESS, LIKE A CHILD HAS WITH HIS FATHER OR MOTHER.
4HE NEARNESS OF 'OD IS NOT DETERMINED BY SPACE AND TIME, BUT RATHER BY THE INNER RELATIONSHIP AND INTIMATE FELLOWSHIP WE HAVE WITH (IM IN OUR HEARTS.


*UST THE OTHER DAY, ) WAS MEETING WITH A FEW OF MY COWORKERS IN THE MINISTRY. "EFORE WE STARTED TO DISCUSS SOME THINGS WE WERE DEALING WITH, ) SAID, h,ET US PRAY.v
'ATHERED IN MY OFFICE AND SITTING IN OUR CHAIRS, ) BEGAN TO PRAY, h,ORD, 9OU ARE THE
/NE WHO PROMISED THAT WHEN WE GATHER LIKE THIS 9OU WILL BE WITH US. 2IGHT NOW WE ARE HERE BECAUSE OF 9OU AND IN 9OUR NAME. 7E ARE 9OUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS.v
!LL OF A SUDDEN, ) FELT LIKE WE SHOULD HAVE ANOTHER CHAIR IN THE ROOM BECAUSE *ESUS WAS CERTAINLY PRESENT WITH US. )N MY MIND,
) DID NOT WANT *ESUS STANDING SOMEWHERE WHILE WE WERE ALL SITTING DOWN. 9OU SEE, IN MY !SIAN CULTURE, IT IS TERRIBLY IMPOLITE AND UNACCEPTABLE FOR A SUBORDINATE TO SIT WHILE THERE IS A SUPERIOR STANDING. 4HIS IS WHY WHEN A SUPERIOR WALKS INTO A ROOM EVERYONE STANDS UP UNTIL THE SUPERIOR SITS DOWN AND ASKS FOR EVERYONE ELSE TO PLEASE SIT AS WELL.
4HIS THOUGHT CAME TO MY MIND, AND ) PRAYED RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF IT, h,ORD, ) FEEL LIKE WE SHOULD HAVE A CHAIR FOR 9OU BECAUSE 9OU ARE RIGHT HERE WITH US.v )N FACT, *ESUS ASSURED US THAT hWHERE TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED TOGETHER IN -Y NAME, ) AM THERE IN THE MIDST OF THEMv (-ATTHEW 18:20).
)N ALL OF OUR PRAYERS, WHETHER PRIVATE OR PUBLIC, LET US HAVE THIS ATTITUDE AND FRAME


OF REFERENCE FOR SHARING OUR PRAYER: 7E ARE TALKING TO A &ATHER WHO IS CLOSER TO US THAN OUR OWN THOUGHTS. (E IS NEAR, SO NEAR THAT NO WORDS CAN DESCRIBE IT.
)N 0SALM 73, WE READ OF A GODLY MAN WHO, IN THE MIDST OF TREMENDOUS DISCOUR- AGEMENT AND INNER STRUGGLES, FINALLY REC- OGNIZED THE NEARNESS OF 'OD. !FTER ALL WAS SAID AND DONE, HE CRIED OUT SAYING, h4HE NEARNESS OF 'OD IS MY GOODv (0SALM 73:28,
.!3"). (IS PRAYER IS NO LONGER DIRECTED TO SOMEBODY FAR AWAY, BUT TO SOMEONE WHO IS NEAR TO HIM. )T IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF THIS THAT CHANGED HIS VIEW ON THE SITUATIONS OF HIS LIFE AND EVEN CHANGED HIS OWN HEART.
,ET US THEN REMEMBER THAT WHEN WE PRAY THERE IS NO REASON WE SHOULD CLOSE OUR EYES AND IMAGINE SOME STRANGE BEING FAR AWAY.
2ATHER, LET US HAVE THE HONEST ATTITUDE OF A LITTLE CHILD TALKING TO HIS FATHER.
) BELIEVE THE ,ORD IS SO DELIGHTED WHEN WE APPROACH (IM WITH A CHILDLIKE HEART, SHARING OUR CONCERNS AND BURDENS WITH (IM IN THIS MANNER.

4ELL 'OD ALL THAT IS IN YOUR HEART, AS ONE UNLOADS ONE'S HEART, ITS PLEA- SURES AND ITS PAINS, TO A DEAR FRIEND. 4ELL (IM YOUR TROUBLES, THAT (E MAY COMFORT YOU; TELL (IM YOUR JOYS, THAT (E MAY SOBER THEM; TELL (IM YOUR


LONGINGS, THAT (E MAY PURIFY THEM; TELL (IM YOUR DISLIKES, THAT (E MAY HELP YOU TO CONQUER THEM; TALK TO (IM OF YOUR TEMPTATIONS, THAT (E MAY SHIELD YOU FROM THEM; SHOW (IM THE WOUNDS OF YOUR HEART, THAT (E MAY HEAL THEM; LAY BARE YOUR INDIFFERENCE TO GOOD, YOUR DEPRAVED TASTES FOR EVIL, YOUR INSTABILITY. 4ELL (IM HOW SELF- LOVE MAKES YOU UNJUST TO OTHERS, HOW VANITY TEMPTS YOU TO BE INSINCERE, HOW PRIDE DISGUISES YOU TO YOURSELF AND OTHERS.
)F YOU THUS POUR OUT ALL YOUR WEAK- NESS, NEEDS, TROUBLES, THERE WILL BE NO LACK OF WHAT TO SAY. 9OU WILL NEVER EXHAUST THE SUBJECT. )T IS CONTINUALLY BEING RENEWED. 0EOPLE WHO HAVE NO SECRETS FROM EACH OTHER NEVER WANT FOR SUBJECT OF CONVERSATION. 4HEY DO NOT WEIGH THEIR WORDS, FOR THERE IS NOTHING TO BE HELD BACK; NEITHER DO THEY SEEK FOR SOMETHING TO SAY. 4HEY TALK OUT OF THE ABUNDANCE OF THE HEART, WITHOUT CONSIDERATION THEY SAY JUST WHAT THEY THINK. "LESSED ARE THEY WHO ATTAIN TO SUCH FAMILIAR, UNRESERVED INTERCOURSE WITH 'OD.3
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&OUNDATIONS IN 0RAYER
 
'OD HAS OF (IS OWN MOTION PLACED (IMSELF UNDER THE LAW OF PRAYER, AND HAS OBLIGATED (IMSELF TO ANSWER THE PRAYERS OF MEN. (E HAS ORDAINED PRAYER AS A MEANS WHEREBY (E WILL DO THINGS THROUGH MEN AS THEY PRAY, WHICH (E WOULD NOT OTHERWISE
 (
4
)DO. . . . )F PRAYER PUTS 'OD TO WORK ON EARTH, THEN, BY THE SAME TOKEN, PRAYERLESSNESS RULES 'OD OUT OF THE WORLD'S AFFAIRS, AND PREVENTS (IM FROM WORKING.1

HOSE WORDS PERFECTLY COMMUNICATE THE IMPORTANCE OF 'OD'S PEOPLE PRAYING.
0RAYER IS NO LIGHT THING, YET AT THE SAME TIME IT IS SIMPLE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE




&ATHER 'OD AND (IS CHILDREN, AND AS %.-. "OUNDS SAID IN HIS BOOK 0URPOSE IN 0RAYER, h4HE DRIVING POWER, THE CONQUERING FORCE IN 'OD'S CAUSE IS 'OD (IMSELF. @#ALL UPON -E AND ) WILL ANSWER THEE AND SHOW THEE GREAT AND MIGHTY THINGS WHICH THOU KNOWEST NOT,' IS 'OD'S CHALLENGE TO PRAYER. 0RAYER PUTS 'OD IN FULL FORCE INTO 'OD'S WORK.v2
,ET US THEN RECEIVE (IS CHALLENGE AND ENGAGE OURSELVES IN A LIFE OF FERVENT PRAYER. &OR hTHE EFFECTIVE, FERVENT PRAYER OF A RIGH- TEOUS MAN AVAILS MUCHv (*AMES 5:16).
7HY 3HOULD 7E 0RAY?
0RAY BECAUSE 'OD TELLS YOU TO. 7HAT MORE REASON DO WE NEED? )T'S A COMMAND THAT WE ARE GIVEN OVER AND OVER AGAIN. ,UKE 18:1 SAYS, h4HEN (E SPOKE A PARABLE TO THEM, THAT MEN ALWAYS OUGHT TO PRAY AND NOT LOSE HEART.v 0HILIPPIANS 4:6 SAYS, h"E ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING, BUT IN EVERYTHING BY PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION, WITH THANKSGIVING, LET YOUR REQUESTS BE MADE KNOWN TO 'OD.v
%PHESIANS 6:18 ALSO INSTRUCTS US TO PRAY. 0RAY ABOUT EVERYTHING, SMALL THINGS, BIG THINGS AND ALL THINGS. h0RAY WITHOUT CEAS- INGv (1 4HESSALONIANS 5:17).
0RAY BECAUSE 'OD HAS PROMISED TO ANSWER.
)F YOU WANT TO SEE THINGS ACCOMPLISHED, ASK. 'OD SAYS, h9ET YOU DO NOT HAVE BECAUSE
 (
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YOU DO NOT ASKv (*AMES 4:2). $O YOU WANT TO SEE "HUTAN, )NDIA, -ONGOLIA OR SOME OTHER NATIONS CHANGED? $O YOU WANT TO SEE ANOTHER 50 PEOPLE ADDED TO THE STAFF OF 'OSPEL FOR !SIA? $O YOU WANT TO SEE MORE WORKERS RAISED UP ON THE FIELDS? $O WE NEED FUNDS FOR VARIOUS PROJECTS? !RE THERE DREAMS AND VISIONS YOU WANT FULFILLED? 9OU CAN TALK ABOUT IT ALL YOU WANT, BUT IT WON'T HAPPEN UNLESS YOU ASK. 7ITHOUT PRAYER, NOTHING OF LASTING VALUE IS GOING TO HAPPEN.
'OD DELIGHTS IN ANSWERING THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 4HE LAST PART OF (EBREWS 11:6 SAYS, h(E IS A REWARDER OF THOSE WHO DILIGENTLY SEEK (IM.v )N -ATTHEW 7:7 *ESUS SAID, h!SK, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU; SEEK, AND YOU WILL FIND; KNOCK, AND IT WILL BE OPENED TO YOU.v
*OHN 15:7 SAYS, h)F YOU ABIDE IN -E, AND -Y WORDS ABIDE IN YOU, YOU WILL ASK WHAT YOU DESIRE, AND IT SHALL BE DONE FOR YOU.v 7E ARE GIVEN THIS PROMISE OVER AND OVER AGAIN IN 3CRIPTURE. 'OD ANSWERS PRAYER.
#ORNELIUS, A 'ENTILE, PRAYED, AND 'OD SENT 0ETER TO TALK TO HIM (SEE !CTS 10:1n2). 'OD IS EAGER TO ANSWER OUR CRIES FOR HELP.
%LIJAH WAS A MAN, WEAK LIKE ALL OF US (SEE
*AMES 5:17). 9ET HE PRAYED THAT THERE WOULD BE NO RAIN, AND FOR THREE AND A HALF YEARS THERE WAS A DROUGHT. 4HEN HE PRAYED FOR RAIN, AND A STORM CAME.


$ANIEL PRAYED, STOOD FIRM IN HIS 'OD AND SAW THE VICTORY (SEE $ANIEL 9).
&ROM THE BELLY OF THE FISH *ONAH PRAYED, AND 'OD HEARD HIM (SEE *ONAH 2:1). (AGAR PRAYED. -OSES PRAYED. 'OD ANSWERED THEM.
) THINK ALSO ABOUT PEOPLE THAT ) KNOW. /UR OWN EXPERIENCES TELL US THAT 'OD REALLY DOES ANSWER PRAYER.
,ET ME TELL YOU A STORY FROM THE VILLAGE IN WHICH ) WAS BORN AND RAISED. /NE PAR- TICULAR YEAR, THE ENTIRE RICE CROP WAS FAILING.
)T WAS A DISASTROUS YEAR FOR OUR COMMUNITY. "UT THERE WAS ONE BELIEVER WHO REALLY TRUST- ED THE ,ORD. 7HEN THE RICE CROPS BEGAN TO FAIL, HE SAID, h) BELONG TO THE ,ORD. -Y FIELD BELONGS TO THE ,ORD. ) KNOW THE ENTIRE COM- MUNITY IS FACING THIS PROBLEM, BUT ) TRUST MY 'OD TO TAKE CARE OF MY CROPS.v (E FASTED AND PRAYED, AMAZINGLY, 'OD DID A MIRACLE THAT NO ONE COULD EXPLAIN. )N THE MIDST OF THOUSANDS OF ACRES OF FAILING RICE FIELDS, HIS FIVE OR TEN ACRES WERE PROTECTED.
7EEK AFTER WEEK IN '&!'S HEADQUARTERS, WE READ LETTERS FROM PEOPLE WHO WRITE TO US SAYING, h7OULD YOU PLEASE PRAY FOR THIS?v 7E GET PRAYER REQUESTS FROM ALL  OVER, AND WE TAKE THESE REQUESTS SERIOUSLY AND PRAY. ,ATER WE HEAR THE PRAISE REPORTS: h.OBODY CAN EXPLAIN HOW IT HAPPENED, BUT 'OD ANSWERED PRAYER . . . 4HE MONEY


THAT WE NEEDED CAME IN . . . 7E FOUND THE PERFECT INDIVIDUAL TO DO THE WORK . . . 4HE
,ORD HEALED HIM.v !LL KINDS OF UNBELIEVABLE THINGS HAPPEN WHEN PEOPLE PRAY.
0RAY BECAUSE MAJOR EVENTS MUST TRANSPIRE IN OUR LIFETIME. 'OD WANTS THINGS TO HAPPEN. 4HE WORK'S FORWARD PROGRESS DEPENDS ON OUR PRAYING. )T REALLY DOES. ,ET THIS SINK IN. 'OD REALLY ANSWERS PRAYER. !S YOU ASK (IM, (E ANSWERS SPECIFICALLY AND MIRACULOUSLY. ) HAVE SEEN IT SO MANY TIMES.
0RAYER IS A SURE WAY TO SEE 'OD DO MIRA- CLES ON OUR BEHALF. 'IDEON, -OSES, $ANIEL,
%LIJAH AND 0AUL ALL PRAYED, AND THINGS HAP- PENED. *ESUS PRAYED BEFORE (E RAISED ,AZARUS FROM THE DEAD AND BEFORE (E FED THE FIVE THOUSAND. 4HE "IBLE IS FILLED WITH PEOPLE PRAYING AND THINGS HAPPENING IN ANSWER
TO THOSE PRAYERS. 2IGHT NOW 'OD IS WAIT- ING TO ANSWER THE PRAYERS FROM YOUR LIPS. 3OMETIMES THE ANSWER MAY TAKE LONGER IN COMING, BUT KEEP ON ASKING. +EEP ON SEEK- ING. +EEP ON KNOCKING. 'OD TRULY ANSWERS PRAYER.
0RAY SO THAT YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL. )N *OHN
16:24 *ESUS SAID, h5NTIL NOW YOU HAVE ASKED NOTHING IN -Y NAME. !SK, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE, THAT YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL.v
$O YOU WANT TO BE FULL OF JOY? 4HEN LET 'OD SHOW YOU SOME ANSWERS TO PRAYER. !LL OF


US CAN TESTIFY TO THE JOY OF ANSWERED PRAYER. 7HEN OUR CHILDREN WERE GROWING UP, WE
ENCOURAGED THEM TO PRAY FOR THEIR NEEDS.
/NE TIME MY SON, $ANIEL, WAS PRAYING FOR A PARTICULAR PAIR OF TENNIS SHOES. ! STRANGER WHO KNEW NOTHING ABOUT THIS PRAYER BOUGHT THE EXACT SHOES THAT $ANIEL WAS PRAYING FOR AND GAVE THEM TO HIM AS A GIFT. )MAGINE THE JOY AND THE THRILL OF A YOUNG HEART EXPERI- ENCING 'OD'S ANSWER TO PRAYER! 3O IT IS WITH US AS ADULTS TOO.
0RAY BECAUSE IT IS THE BEST CURE FOR WORRY AND CONCERNS. 7HEN WE PRAY, WE LEAVE THE MATTER IN 'OD'S HANDS AND ARE FREE FROM WORRY AND CONCERN.
3OMEONE ONCE SAID, h7HY PRAY WHEN YOU CAN WORRY ABOUT IT?v "UT 0HILIPPIANS 4:6n7 SAYS, h"E ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING, BUT IN EVERYTHING BY PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION, WITH THANKSGIVING, LET YOUR REQUESTS BE MADE KNOWN TO 'OD.v 'OD HAS GIVEN US THE INVI- TATION TO CAST ALL OUR CARES UPON (IM, FOR (E CARES FOR US (SEE 1 0ETER 5:7). 7HAT IS BOTHERING YOU? 0LEASE, JUST PRAY. 7HEN YOU ARE TROUBLED ABOUT ANYTHING, PRAY.
0RAY BECAUSE IT MAKES OUR 'OD HAPPY. (EBREWS 11:6 TELLS US, h7ITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE (IM.v )T BRINGS JOY TO THE HEART OF 'OD WHEN WE TURN TO (IM IN PRAYER, DEPENDING ON (IM TO MOVE IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF OUR LIVES.


(OW 3HOULD 7E 0RAY?
0RAY WITH ABSOLUTE CONFIDENCE THAT 'OD IS ON OUR SIDE. 7HEN WE PRAY, THE DEVIL WILL BOM- BARD US AND MAKE US FEEL SINFUL AND HORRIBLE ABOUT OURSELVES. 7E WILL NEVER COME TO THE PLACE OF BEING HOLY ENOUGH FOR 'OD TO HEAR OUR PRAYER. 2ATHER, WE STAND BEFORE THE ,ORD PURE, TRANSPARENT AND RIGHTEOUS BECAUSE IT IS A GIFT (E HAS GIVEN US THROUGH (IS 3ON.
)T IS NOT SOMETHING WE CAN EARN. 7E ARE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF 'OD IN #HRIST *ESUS. )T IS NOTHING WE ATTAIN. )T IS ONLY BY GRACE THAT WE ARE CHILDREN OF 'OD. !S WE COME TO (IM AND SAY h&ATHER,v (E TRULY IS OUR &ATHER. (E IS OUR CONFIDENCE.
(E ANSWERS PRAYER NOT BASED ON HOW GREAT OR MIGHTY OR HOLY WE ARE. .O. )T IS (IS GRACE. h;.OTHING= SHALL BE ABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF 'OD WHICH IS IN #HRIST *ESUS OUR ,ORDv (2OMANS 8:39). 4HIS TRUTH NEEDS TO BE DRILLED INTO OUR HEARTS AND MINDS IF WE ARE TO HAVE A CONFIDENT, EFFECTIVE PRAYER LIFE.
0RAY WITH A THANKFUL HEART. "E COMMITTED TO THANK (IM FOR WHAT (E HAS DONE, FOR WHO (E IS AND FOR WHAT (E WILL DO. 0RAISE (IM. 'IVE (IM GLORY. 3AY, h,ORD, LET 9OUR NAME BE PRAISED. (ALLOWED BE 4HY NAME. -AY 9OUR NAME BE LIFTED UP.v
7HEN YOU COME BEFORE THE ,ORD, LOOK BACK AND SEE WHAT (E HAS ALREADY DONE FOR


YOU AND THANK (IM FOR ALL THAT. ,OOK FOR- WARD ALSO TO SEE WHAT THE ,ORD HAS PROM- ISED TO DO AND THANK (IM IN ADVANCE FOR WHAT (E WILL DO.
0RAY REMEMBERING YOUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS. h!ND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE FOR- GIVE OUR DEBTORSv (-ATTHEW 6:12). 7HEN YOU PRAY, MAKE SURE THERE IS NO BITTERNESS, ANGER OR UNFORGIVENESS IN YOUR HEART TOWARD ANYONE. 4HIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. )F YOU HAVE THESE SORT OF FEELINGS, ASK THE ,ORD TO GIVE YOU TRUE FORGIVENESS AND LOVE FOR THE INDI- VIDUAL. !SK THE ,ORD TO HELP YOU LOVE HIM AS (E LOVES HIM.
"E SPECIFIC IN YOUR PRAYERS. -ATTHEW 6:1 SAYS, h'IVE US THIS DAY . . .v !SK (IM FOR EXACTLY WHAT YOU NEED. 7HAT DO YOU NEED TODAY TO SUSTAIN (IS WORK AND ACCOMPLISH (IS WILL? $ON'T PRAY IN GENERAL TERMS. (AVE SPECIFIC THINGS THAT YOU WANT 'OD TO ANSWER. 4ELL (IM THE NAME AND PLACE. ,ET (IM KNOW WHO, WHAT, WHERE AND SO FORTH. 4ELL 'OD SPECIFICALLY. $ON'T TELL (IM HOW TO ANSWER, BUT BE SPECIFIC IN WHAT THE NEEDS ARE.
0RAY WITH A BURDEN. "REAKTHROUGH IN PRAYER COMES THROUGH A HEART THAT HAS BEEN BURDENED BY THE (OLY 3PIRIT. 2EAD
.EHEMIAH 1. .EHEMIAH WAS SO BURDENED THAT HE COULD NOT EVEN REGULATE HIS OWN


EXPRESSION AND EMOTION BECAUSE OF THE GRIEF HE HAD OVER THE SUFFERING OF 'OD'S PEOPLE.
3TUDY THE LIVES OF (ANNAH, -OSES, $AVID AND 0AUL. 9OU WILL FIND THIS PASSION IN THEIR PRAYERS AS WELL. )N %PHESIANS, YOU READ ABOUT 0AUL PRAYING FOR THESE PEOPLE. )T'S LIKE HE IS IN ANGUISH. (E TALKS ABOUT HIS hTRIBULATIONSv FOR THEM (SEE %PHESIANS 3:13). )N 'ALATIANS HE SAYS, h-Y LITTLE CHILDREN, FOR WHOM ) LABOR IN BIRTH AGAIN UNTIL #HRIST IS FORMED IN YOUv ('ALATIANS 4:19).
(OW DO WE GET THIS BURDEN? 7E SIMPLY SEEK IT. 7E ASK 'OD TO CHANGE OUR HEART. 7E SAY, h,ORD, WHAT IS ON 9OUR HEART? 7HAT IS 9OUR CONCERN? ,ORD, PLEASE LET ME UNDER- STAND IT.v 4HEN (E BRINGS THE THOUGHTS AND GIVES US THE BURDEN TO INTERCEDE. 7E CANNOT CREATE THIS BURDEN ON OUR OWN. 'OD DOES NOT CARE ABOUT LIP SERVICE. (E WANTS US TO ENTER INTO THE REALITY OF WHAT (E FEELS FOR THE SUFFERING HUMANITY ALL AROUND US. (E WANTS TO SHARE WITH US (IS BURDENS AND (IS JOY IN SEEING THESE PRAYERS ANSWERED.
) WAS IN 3INGAPORE FOR A LEADERS MEETING IN 1971. 4HERE ) HEARD $R. "OB 0IERCE, FOUND- ER OF 7ORLD 6ISION, TELL OF HIS EARLY YEARS WHEN HE VISITED #HINA. (E SAID THAT WHEN HE SAW THE MULTITUDES IN #HINA, HE WAS BRO- KEN-HEARTED. (E WEPT ON THE STREETS OF THAT NATION. 4HEN HE TOOK HIS "IBLE AND WROTE ON


THE LEAFLET INSIDE, h,ET MY HEART BREAK FOR THE THINGS THAT BREAK 'OD'S HEART.v ,ET THAT BE OUR PRAYER ALSO.
0RAY IN FAITH. 7E MUST BELIEVE. *ESUS SAID, h4HEREFORE ) SAY TO YOU, WHATEVER THINGS YOU ASK WHEN YOU PRAY, BELIEVE THAT YOU RECEIVE THEM, AND YOU WILL HAVE THEMv (-ARK 11:24). -ATTHEW 17:19n20 SAYS, h4HEN THE DISCIPLES CAME TO *ESUS PRIVATELY AND SAID, @7HY COULD WE NOT CAST IT OUT?' 3O *ESUS SAID TO THEM, @"ECAUSE OF YOUR UNBELIEF; FOR ASSUREDLY, ) SAY TO YOU, IF YOU HAVE FAITH AS A MUSTARD SEED, YOU WILL SAY TO THIS MOUN- TAIN, h-OVE FROM HERE TO THERE,v AND IT WILL MOVE; AND NOTHING WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU.' v
h!LL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO HIM WHO BELIEVESv (-ARK 9:23). ) DON'T UNDERSTAND HOW IT WORKS, BUT 'OD SAID AS WE PRAY WE MUST KEEP BELIEVING THAT (E HAS ANSWERED OUR PRAYER. 4HE BELIEVING COMES FROM (IM. (E IS THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH (SEE (EBREWS 12:2). &AITH IS NOT SOMETHING WE CAN WORK UP IN OURSELVES. 7E CAN'T CONVINCE OURSELVES TO BELIEVE. 7E HAVE TO ASK (IM FOR BELIEVING FAITH. 4HE FATHER OF THE AFFLICTED SON DID THAT. (E SAID TO *ESUS, h,ORD, ) BELIEVE; HELP MY UNBELIEF!v (-ARK 9:24).
0RAY IN THE (OLY 3PIRIT. 3OMETIMES WE


DON'T KNOW HOW TO PRAY WHEN 'OD LAYS A BURDEN UPON OUR HEARTS. "UT THE (OLY 3PIRIT CAN PRAY THROUGH US. )T CAN BE IN A LANGUAGE THAT NOBODY UNDERSTANDS. )T CAN BE IN GROAN- INGS AND CRYINGS TOO DEEP FOR WORDS. 0LEASE DON'T TRY TO FIGURE THIS OUT. 'OD IS SO WON- DERFUL THAT WHEN WE DON'T KNOW HOW TO PRAY, THE (OLY 3PIRIT INTERCEDES THROUGH US. 7HEN OUR ABILITY TO PRAY COMES TO AN END, 'OD TAKES OVER (SEE 2OMANS 8:26).
/UR 'OD IS EAGER TO HEAR OUR PRAYERS.
,ET US THEN COME BEFORE (IM IN THE MORN- ING, IN THE EVENING, WHILE WE ARE WAITING IN LINE, DRIVING TO WORK OR WASHING THE DISHES. 0RAYER NEED NOT BE AN ACTIVITY WE ENGAGE IN FOR ONLY AN HOUR EACH MORNING. 2ATHER, LET US LIVE IN THE ATMOSPHERE OF PRAYER, OUR HEARTS CONTINUALLY BEING LIFTED UP IN PRAYER TO (IM. )N DOING SO, WE WILL COME TO EXPERI- ENCE THE WONDER OF BEING COLABORERS WITH 'OD AS (E WORKS THROUGH OUR PRAYERS (SEE 1 #ORINTHIANS 3:9).
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0RAYER IN !CTION
 (
7
) 
E ON THE MISSION FIELD HAVE AN AWARE- NESS THAT WE ARE ON THE VERGE OF SOME
MAJOR BREAKTHROUGHS FOR THE KINGDOM IN MANY OF THE COUNTRIES IN WHICH WE ARE WORK- ING. 7E HEAR STATEMENTS SUCH AS: h3OON THE WHOLE COUNTRY OF .EPAL WILL HAVE A #HRISTIAN WITNESS IN EVERY VILLAGE!v h)NDIA SHALL BE SAVED!v h.O MATTER WHAT, ONE OF THESE DAYS "HUTAN WILL BE SAVED!v
4HOSE STATEMENTS ARE NOT MADE CASU- ALLY. 4HERE IS A DEPTH TO THEM BECAUSE 'OD HAS IMPRESSED THESE THINGS ON OUR HEARTS. "ECAUSE OF THAT, WE FEEL THE TIME GIVEN TO US NOW SHOULD BE FILLED WITH PRAYER AND SERIOUS COMMITMENT IN SEEKING 'OD FOR WHAT (E WANTS TO DO.




-IRACLES (APPEN
) WILL NEVER FORGET SOME OF THE ANSWERS TO PRAYER THAT 'OD HAS GIVEN US. /NE SUCH INCIDENT HAPPENED IN THE EARLY DAYS OF OUR RADIO LISTENERS' CRUSADE IN )NDIA. -ORE THAN 25,000 PEOPLE HAD GATHERED IN THE MEETING PLACE TO HEAR THE MESSAGE THAT EVENING. !S WE WERE DRIVING TOWARD THE MEETING PLACE, WE SAW DARK CLOUDS OVER THE TOWN. )T WAS OBVIOUS THAT IT COULD RAIN AT ANY MOMENT.
) THOUGHT THE MEETING WAS GOING TO HAVE TO BE CALLED OFF. "UT THE BROTHER TRAVELING WITH ME IN THE CAR SAID, h7ELL, %LIJAH WAS A MAN JUST LIKE US. (E PRAYED AND IT DIDN'T RAIN.v
7HEN WE GOT TO THE MEETING GROUND, WE COULD HEAR THE ROAR OF RAIN IN THE DISTANCE. 4HEN IT BEGAN TO DRIZZLE SLIGHTLY. ) WAS ON THE STAGE AS THE MEETING WAS JUST ABOUT TO START AND FELT THAT ) SHOULD TELL THE PEOPLE THAT *ESUS WOULD ANSWER PRAYER TONIGHT AND HOLD OFF THE RAIN.
9OU KNOW, SOMETIMES WE PRAY WITH UNBELIEF. ) PRAYED THAT WAY THAT EVENING. ) WASN'T SO SURE THAT THE RAIN REALLY WOULD BE HELD OFF. "UT PRAISE 'OD THERE WAS PRAYER GOING UP FROM OTHER CONCERNED PEOPLE WHO DID BELIEVE.
7OULD YOU BELIEVE, IT WAS LIKE SOMEBODY WAS HOLDING AN UMBRELLA OVER THAT GROUND!
)N JUST THAT MEETING PLACE, THERE WAS NOT
 (
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ONE DROP OF RAIN. 2AIN WAS POURING DOWN ALL AROUND US, BUT OUR MEETING WAS DRY.
3UPPOSE NO ONE HAD PRAYED. )T WOULD HAVE BEEN SO NATURAL FOR ME TO SAY, h9OU KNOW, THERE'S NO HOPE. 4HIS MEETING IS RAINED OUT. )T'S NOT GOING TO WORK. ,ET'S GO HOME.v 3UPPOSE NO ONE HAD BELIEVED. ) CAN TELL YOU WHAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED. 4HE WHOLE PLACE WOULD HAVE BEEN FLOODED. 4HERE IS NO DOUBT ABOUT IT. "UT 'OD GAVE US THE GRACE TO PRAY AND TO BELIEVE A LITTLE BIT FOR THE ANSWER. !ND (E DID IT.
!NOTHER ILLUSTRATION OF THE POWER OF PRAYER HAPPENED SOME YEARS AGO. )N OUR
)NDIAN HEADQUARTERS, THE LEADERSHIP FELT THE NEED TO REALLY SEEK THE ,ORD FOR (IS GUID- ANCE. !S THE ,ORD BURDENED OUR HEARTS, WE CALLED FOR FOUR DAYS OF FASTING AND PRAYER.
$URING THAT TIME OF MINISTRY TO THE ,ORD, THE
,ORD SPOKE TO US THROUGH ONE OF OUR BROTH- ERS. "ECAUSE OF THIS MAN'S GODLINESS AND INTI- MATE WALK WITH THE ,ORD, WE TOOK THE WORDS VERY SERIOUSLY. 4HE INSTRUCTION WAS THAT THERE WOULD BE A MAJOR INVESTIGATION FROM THE GOVERNMENT WITH THE INTENTION TO HINDER THE MINISTRY. 4HE ADMONITION FROM THE ,ORD WAS, h3EEK -Y FACE. 4HEY WILL COME AS LIONS AND LEAVE AS LAMBS.v
7E WERE ALL DOING WELL. 7E HAD NEVER HAD ANY MAJOR PROBLEMS WITH GOVERNMENT


AUTHORITIES BEFORE. )F IT WERE NOT FOR THIS PAR- TICULAR BROTHER'S GROUNDEDNESS IN THE ,ORD,
) WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT HIS IMAGINATION WAS RUNNING WILD. "UT WE TOOK IT SERIOUSLY AND BEGAN TO PRAY AND ASK THE ,ORD TO GO BEFORE US.
!S WE TOOK THE TIME TO SEEK (IM IN THIS, (E BEGAN TO BURDEN OUR HEARTS WITH SPECIFIC THINGS TO PRAY. 7E KNEW THE ,ORD WAS CALL- ING US TO STAND IN THE GAP WITH PRAYER FOR THE MINISTRY MORE THAN EVER BEFORE. %ZEKIEL 22:30 BECAME A KEY VERSE FOR US: h3O ) SOUGHT FOR A MAN AMONG THEM WHO WOULD MAKE A WALL, AND STAND IN THE GAP BEFORE
-E ON BEHALF OF THE LAND, THAT ) SHOULD NOT DESTROY IT; BUT ) FOUND NO ONE.v
)F YOU READ THE REST OF THAT CHAPTER, YOU WILL FIND THAT THE PEOPLE DID NOT TAKE SERI- OUSLY THE CALL TO PRAY. )T WAS IN 'OD'S POWER TO SAVE THAT NATION, BUT BECAUSE NO ONE PRAYED, THEY WERE DESTROYED.
3O WE PRAYED. 3OME WEEKS WENT BY, AND SUDDENLY WE GOT A LETTER FROM THE GOVERN- MENT, SAYING, h3EVEN OF US ARE COMING.
7E'LL BE THERE IN FIVE DAYS. 7E ARE COMING TO STUDY AND INVESTIGATE YOUR ORGANIZATION.v
!T THE BOTTOM OF THE LETTER WAS A MAN'S SIG- NATURE. 7HEN WE READ THE NAME, WE WERE ALL SCARED. 4HIS MAN WAS A VERY WELL-KNOWN, RIGHTEOUS "RAHMIN AND A HIGH GOVERNMENT


OFFICIAL. 7E KNEW THEY HAD THE ABILITY TO HINDER US IN THE MINISTRY. "UT BECAUSE OF THE WORD FROM THE ,ORD AND THE PRAYER THAT CAME FROM THAT, WE WERE PREPARED.
3URE ENOUGH, AT THE TIME DESIGNATED, THIS OFFICIAL CAME WITH HIS PEOPLE AND STAYED SEVERAL DAYS AT OUR OFFICE. 4HEY WENT THROUGH ALL OUR BOOKS AND RECORDS. 4HEY STUDIED THE WAY WE WORKED. 4HEY ASKED QUESTION AFTER QUESTION. )T WAS CLEAR THAT THEY WERE TRYING TO FIND OUT IF WE HAD BROKEN ANY LAWS, MISUSED FUNDS OR WERE DOING ANYTHING TO HURT THE GOVERNMENT IN ANY WAY.
)'LL NEVER FORGET THE DAY THESE MEN LEFT. ) HAD A BRIEF TALK WITH THE HEAD OFFICIAL AS HE LEFT OUR OFFICE BUILDING. (E TURNED TO ME AND SAID, h) CAME WITH THE INTENTION OF SEALING YOUR DOORS AND CLOSING DOWN YOUR ORGANIZA- TION. ,OOKING AT THE EXPANSE OF THE MINISTRY,
) COULD NOT CONVINCE MYSELF THINGS COULD BE RIGHT. "UT ) CAN TELL YOU, )'VE NEVER BEEN TO ONE INSTITUTION THAT IS SO UPRIGHT. ) CAN'T FIND A SINGLE THING THAT IS EVEN QUESTIONABLE.v
7E CONTINUED TALKING, AND HE BEGAN TO TELL ME HIS LIFE STORY. $URING THE 0AKISTAN-
)NDIA DIVISION IN 1947, HE ENDED UP IN 0AKISTAN BUT SOON ESCAPED TO )NDIA. (E WORKED AS A COOLIE IN THE RAILWAY STATION, GOT HIMSELF INTO THE UNIVERSITY AND THEN BECAME ONE OF THE HIGHEST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.


!S OUR CONVERSATION CAME TO AN END, HE SAID, h7OULD YOU PRAY FOR ME? )'M NOT WELL. -Y BACK IS HURTING ALL THE TIME.v 4HIS DEVOUT (INDU KNELT AND ASKED ME TO LAY MY HAND ON HIM AND PRAY FOR HIM! 4HEN HE SAID, h)F ) CAN EVER DO ANYTHING TO HELP YOU AND YOUR PEOPLE, PLEASE CONTACT ME.v
4HROUGH THIS WHOLE PROCESS, WE REMEM- BERED THE WORD THE ,ORD HAD SPOKEN TO US EARLIER: h3EEK -Y FACE. 4HEY WILL COME AS LIONS AND LEAVE AS LAMBS.v 4HE FIRST TWO OR THREE DAYS, THE INVESTIGATORS WERE NOT FRIENDLY AND VERY SUSPICIOUS. "UT JUST AS THE
,ORD HAD SPOKEN, THEY LEFT SMILING AND AS WONDERFUL FRIENDS.
4HIS WAS ONE OF THOSE EXPERIENCES THAT THE ,ORD ALLOWED US TO GO THROUGH TO TEACH US THAT IF WE WALK WITH (IM, (E WILL GUIDE US. (IS WORK IS NOT A BUSINESS. )T IS NOT SOMETHING IN WHICH WE PLAN, SCHEME AND WORK OUT THE DETAILS. (E IS TEACHING US TO BE CHILDLIKE SO THAT (E CAN INSTRUCT US AND LEAD US AS WE SEEK (IS FACE. 4HAT IS JUST ONE OF THE MANY, MANY EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE SHOWN US THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING LED BY (IM AND THE POWER OF PRAYER.

.O -AGIC &ORMULA
0EOPLE OFTEN ASK ABOUT OUR ORGANIZATION.
4HEY WANT TO KNOW HOW WE DO THINGS. 4HEY


WANT TO KNOW HOW WE RUN A PARTICULAR PART OF THE MINISTRY OR HOW WE HANDLE A CERTAIN KIND OF PROBLEM. 4HEY ARE SEEKING TO FIGURE OUT THE REASON FOR OUR SUCCESS AND GROWTH. "UT THERE IS NO MAGIC FORMULA. !LL ) CAN DO IS ENCOURAGE THEM WITH HOW THE ORGANIZATION BEGAN WITH PRAYER AND CONTINUES WITH PRAYER.
3OMETIMES THESE PEOPLE CALL US BACK AND SAY, h9ES, PRAYER, BUT WHAT ELSE?v !LL ) CAN TELL THEM IS, h7E DIDN'T KNOW WHAT WE WERE DOING MOST OF THE TIME AND WE STILL DON'T.
7E GO ALONG AS THE ,ORD GUIDES AND LEADS US.
7E MAKE MISTAKES, WE CHANGE THINGS AND WE GO ON SEEKING (IS FACE. ) DO NOT KNOW ANY MAGIC FORMULA.v
)N ALL THE 25 YEARS OF THIS MINISTRY, EVERY MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH WE HAVE SEEN IN THE WORK HAS COME THROUGH PRAYER. 4HROUGH PRAYER, WE LET 'OD BE 'OD, YIELDING OURSELVES AS EARTHEN VESSELS AND BECOMING CHANNELS FOR (IS WORK. ) AM DEEPLY CONVINCED THAT THE SHORTEST ROUTE TO GETTING THINGS DONE IS BY PRAYER.
/N THE OTHER HAND, MY NATURE IS OPPOSED TO THIS. ) WANT TO MAKE CHANGES AND GET THINGS ACCOMPLISHED. ) LIKE TO THINK AND SAY, h)F WE DON'T DO THIS OR THAT, IT ISN'T GOING TO HAPPEN.v "UT THEN ) REMEMBER THAT EVERY FAILURE WE HAVE HAD AND EVERY SETBACK WE HAVE EXPERIENCED WAS ALWAYS BECAUSE WE


CALCULATED AND DID SOMETHING OUT OF CAREFUL PLANNING, BUT NOT CAREFUL PRAYER.
7HY DID THE ,ORD CAUTION THE %PHESIAN #HURCH IN 2EVELATION 2 THAT (E MIGHT REMOVE THEIR LAMPSTAND FROM ITS PLACE?
7HY, IN SPITE OF THEIR SOUND DOCTRINE AND HARD WORK FOR (IM, WAS #HRIST GRIEVED?
7HAT WAS IT THAT THE ,ORD SAW THAT CAUSED (IM TO SAY THAT THEY HAD LEFT THEIR FIRST LOVE?
4HE ANSWER IS FOUND IN HOW THE
%PHESIANS BECAME SELF-SUFFICIENT IN THEIR OWN EYES. 4HEIR REPUTATION, MONEY, RESOURCES, EXPERTISE AND CAREFULLY PLANNED STRATEGIES CAUSED THEM TO RELY ON THEMSELVES. 4HEY BEGAN TO THINK THAT THEY NO LONGER NEEDED TO COME TO (IM, TO FELLOWSHIP WITH (IM OR TO DEPEND ON (IM.
/UR PRAYING SPEAKS OF OUR EVER-PRESENT NEED FOR THE ,ORD AND SHOWS HOW MUCH WE TRULY DEPEND ON (IM. /NLY THROUGH PRAYER WILL WE ACCOMPLISH (IS PURPOSES.
)N 4HE 2EALITY OF 0RAYER, %.-. "OUNDS  SAYS, h.ON-PRAYING IS LAWLESSNESS, DISCORD, ANARCHY. 0RAYER, IN THE MORAL GOVERNMENT OF 'OD, IS AS STRONG AND FAR-REACHING AS THE LAW OF GRAVITATION IN THE MATERIAL WORLD, AND IT IS AS NECESSARY AS GRAVITATION TO HOLD THINGS IN THEIR PROPER SPHERE AND IN LIFE.v1  4HERE IS NO MAGIC FORMULA; THERE IS ONLY THE ABSO- LUTE NECESSITY OF PRAYER.


4HE MOST EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE WAY�THE ONLY WAY�TO SEE THE THINGS AROUND US CHANGE AND (IS PURPOSES COME ABOUT IS TO DEPEND ON (IM IN PRAYER.
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.OW "EGIN
 (
.
) 
OW AFTER READING MANY STORIES OF ANSWERED PRAYER, PERHAPS YOU ARE
BEGINNING TO REALIZE IN A NEW WAY THE POWER OF PRAYER, THE MANY REASONS TO PRAY AND WHAT THE ATTITUDES OF YOUR HEART SHOULD BE AS YOU PRAY. -AYBE NOW YOU ARE INSPIRED TO PRAY IN NEW WAYS THAN BEFORE AND ARE VERY ENCOUR- AGED IN YOUR HEART. "UT UNLESS YOU GO ONE STEP FURTHER, THIS INSPIRATION WILL AMOUNT TO ABSOLUTELY NOTHING.
9OU MUST BEGIN TO PRAY. !LL THE UNDER- STANDING ABOUT PRAYER, ALL THE EXCITEMENT ABOUT PRAYING MORE AND ALL THE GOOD INTEN- TIONS IN THE WORLD ARE COMPLETELY USELESS, UNLESS YOU PRAY.




0RACTICAL 3UGGESTIONS FOR )NDIVIDUAL 0RAYER
) WANT TO MAKE YOU AWARE OF SOME THINGS THAT ARE HELPFUL TO KEEP IN MIND REGARDING PRAYER.
$EVELOP THE DISCIPLINE OF PRAYER. &IRST OF ALL, YOU MUST REALIZE 3ATAN KNOWS THAT PRAYER IS THE FASTEST WAY TO ADVANCE THE KINGDOM OF 'OD. 4HEREFORE, HE WILL TRY EVERYTHING HE POSSIBLY CAN TO STOP YOU FROM PRAYING. (E WILL EVEN PROMPT YOU TO DO hGOOD THINGSv TO REPLACE TIME SPENT IN PRAYER.
!T TIMES PRAYER WILL COME NATURALLY, WITH LITTLE EFFORT. "UT AT OTHER TIMES, IT WILL BE A STRUGGLE TO GET YOUR MIND AND WILL IN GEAR TO PRAY. 0RAYER IS A SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE. 0LEASE, DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE YOU ARE FIGHTING UPSTREAM IN PRAYER. 2EALIZE THAT IT IS HARD BECAUSE IT TRULY IS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT THING YOU COULD BE DOING. )T IS WORTH THE FIGHT. +EEP IN THE BATTLE.
!ND JUST AS WE DISCUSSED THAT PRAYER ACKNOWLEDGES OUR DEPENDENCE ON THE ,ORD, IT APPLIES EVEN IN THE VERY AREA OF PRAYING.
!SK THE ,ORD FOR (IS HELP TO PRAY AND TO KNOW HOW TO PRAY. 4ELL (IM, h,ORD, ) REALLY DESIRE TO PRAY AS 9OU WOULD LIKE; PLEASE HELP ME TO PRAY.v (E MOST DEFINITELY WILL HELP YOU. -AKE THIS YOUR DAILY PRAYER AND TRULY DEPEND ON (IM FOR (IS HELP TO GUIDE YOU. ) GUARANTEE YOU WILL SEE YOUR PRAYER LIFE GROW.
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4AKE IT STEP BY STEP. /FTENTIMES, NOT KNOW- ING HOW TO PRACTICALLY START PRAYING REGULARLY STOPS PEOPLE FROM BEGINNING TO DEVELOP THEIR PRAYER LIFE. "ECAUSE THEY ARE NOT SURE WHEN TO PRAY, HOW LONG TO PRAY, WHAT TO PRAY FOR, IF THEY SHOULD HAVE A LIST OF DAILY PRAYER REQUESTS OR SIMPLY SEEK TO HEAR WHAT THE
,ORD IS SAYING EACH DAY, THE ACT OF PRAYING IS DELAYED UNTIL IT EVENTUALLY BECOMES NONEXIS- TENT. )F THIS IS YOU, TAKE TIME TO HEAR WHAT THE
,ORD IS SAYING FOR YOU TO DO RIGHT NOW. 7E LEARN STEP BY STEP, LITTLE BY LITTLE. 4AKE THOSE STEPS TODAY.
7E MUST MAKE SURE THAT WE DO NOT CON- COCT OUR OWN PRAYER LIFE, BUT RATHER ARE LED BY THE ,ORD IN ALL THINGS. -AYBE YOU WOULD LIKE TO PRAY FOR THREE HOURS A DAY, BUT IT COULD BE THE ,ORD WANTS YOU FIRST TO BE FAITHFUL WITH A SMALLER AMOUNT. )T COULD BE THAT AS YOU CONTINUE TO SEEK (IM FOR HOW (E WANTS YOU TO PRAY, (E WILL MOVE IT UP UNTIL YOU CAN BE FAITHFUL TO PRAY FOR THREE HOURS A DAY.
/R IT COULD BE THAT (E JUST WANTS YOU TO BE FAITHFUL TO PRAY FOR ONE NEED RIGHT NOW UNTIL THAT PRAYER IS ANSWERED. /R (E MAY DESIRE THAT EACH DAY YOU LISTEN TO HEAR FROM (IM AFRESH, UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS ON (IS HEART FOR THE DAY. 4HE ,ORD WILL SHOW YOU AS YOU SEEK (IM. "E FAITHFUL WITH WHATEVER (E SHOWS YOU, AND YOU WILL SEE A DIFFERENCE.


0RAYER IS MORE ABOUT HEARING THAN ABOUT VERBALIZING. !S YOU SEEK TO HEAR WHAT THE
,ORD DESIRES AND YOU DO IT, YOU WILL SEE YOUR LIFE TRANSFORMED.
0RAY WITH OTHERS. /NE THING THAT ) HAVE FOUND SIGNIFICANT THROUGHOUT MY YEARS OF KNOWING THE ,ORD IS THE INCREDIBLE ENCOUR- AGEMENT IT IS TO PRAY WITH OTHERS. -ANY TIMES, JOINING IN PRAYER WITH A FRIEND HAS SERVED AS NOT ONLY AN ENCOURAGEMENT, BUT ALSO AN EXCITING JOURNEY ON WHICH WE TOGETHER SEE THE ,ORD MOVE IN INCREDIBLE WAYS THROUGH THE THINGS WE AGREED ON IN PRAYER. !ND NOT ONLY DOES PRAYING WITH ANOTHER DEEPEN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THAT PERSON, BUT IT ALSO SERVES AS A CATALYST IN
PRAYER, WHILE PROVIDING GOOD ACCOUNTABILITY TO STAY IN PRAYER.
"E ACCOUNTABLE WITH SOMEONE AND PRAY WITH THEM. 9ET BE CAREFUL TO GUARD YOUR TIME TOGETHER SO THAT IT DOES NOT BECOME A TIME WHEN ISSUES ARE DISCUSSED MORE THAN THEY ARE PRAYED FOR. "E SURE TO USE THIS TIME TO SEEK THE ,ORD TOGETHER.
3OMETIMES TIMES OF PRAYER WITH OTH- ERS CAN GROW INTO LARGER GROUPS, WITH MANY PEOPLE INVOLVED. !S IT DOES, THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME SUGGESTIONS THAT ARE HELPFUL TO KEEP IN MIND.


0RACTICAL 3UGGESTIONS FOR 0RAYER 'ROUPS
)N PRAYER TIMES, PLEASE BE CAREFUL TO AVOID THE ENTERTAINMENT TRAP.
-AN LIKES TO KEEP THINGS BUSY AND MOV- ING. "Y NATURE WE ARE PEOPLE WHO CANNOT SIT STILL. )T IS HARD TO BE QUIET. 7E LIKE PICTURES AND SLIDES. 7E LIKE TO HAVE VARIETY. 7E DON'T WANT ANYBODY FALLING ASLEEP OR GETTING BORED. 4HEREFORE, WE KEEP SO MANY THINGS HAPPEN- ING THAT WE LOSE THE QUIETNESS, THE SOBERNESS, THE INTENSITY, THE MEDITATION AND THE DEVOUT- NESS THAT SHOULD BE PRESENT IN PRAYER. 4HE SACREDNESS OF BEING IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES, SITTING BEFORE 'OD AND GAZING UPON (IM AS WE SHARE OUR BURDENS WITH (IM CAN EASILY BE LOST IN THE BUSYNESS AND SHOW OF CONDUCTING A PRAYER MEETING.
)T IS FAR TOO EASY TO GET LOST IN THE ENTER- TAINMENT TRAP AND DECEIVE OURSELVES, THINK- ING BECAUSE SINCE IT FELT LIKE SUCH AN ALIVE PRAYER MEETING, IT WAS PRODUCTIVE. 5NLESS WE MAKE SURE WE ARE LISTENING TO (IM AND FOL- LOWING (IS LEAD, THE ,ORD MAY BE SAYING, h) WAITED FOR YOU TO BE QUIET AND OPEN YOUR HEART TO -E, BUT YOU WOULDN'T. 9OU WERE SO BUSY FOLLOWING THE PROGRAM THAT YOU MISSED
-E. 9OU TALKED TO EACH OTHER, BUT YOU DIDN'T TALK TO -E; YOU DIDN'T EVEN LISTEN TO -E.
4HERE WAS NO TIME WHEN ) COULD SHARE -Y CONCERNS WITH YOU.v


) PRAY THAT THIS WILL NOT BE SO OF US. 7E NEED ORGANIZATION, PLANS AND AGEN- DAS. 0RAYER MEETINGS MUST NOT BE DULL.
)NVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION ARE NEEDED. "UT PLEASE, IN THE MIDST OF ALL THIS, LET US NOT MISS THE ,ORD. ,ET IT BE THE ,ORD WHO STIRS THE PRAYER MEETING AND CALLS US TO PARTICI- PATE.
!LSO, WE NEED TO BE SURE TO GUARD OUR MINDS AGAINST WANDERING THOUGHTS.
$O YOU EVER FIND THAT WHEN SOMEBODY IS PRAYING AND YOU START ENTERING INTO PRAYER, ALL OF A SUDDEN YOUR FOCUS IS GONE? 9OUR BRAIN IS ON WHAT HAPPENED DURING THE DAY OR SOME OTHER RANDOM THOUGHT. "UT SOME- HOW, JUST BEFORE THE END OF THE PRAYER, YOU SNAP BACK. 9OU'RE ABLE TO SAY, h!MEN,v AS THOUGH YOU WERE FULLY ALERT THROUGH THE WHOLE PRAYER.
3OMEHOW, RIGHT AFTER SOMEONE STARTS PRAYING, WITHIN TWO OR THREE SENTENCES, ) CAN BE GONE IF ) DON'T HARNESS MY THOUGHTS. 4HERE ARE SO MANY CONCERNS, SO MUCH TO DO, SO MANY CALLS ) NEED TO MAKE THAT ) CAN QUICKLY LOSE FOCUS IN PRAYER. 4HE ENEMY SEEKS TO DISTRACT US LIKE THAT SO THE PROMISE hIF TWO OF YOU AGREEv (SEE -ATTHEW 18:19) WILL BE DEFEATED.
3ECOND #ORINTHIANS 10:5 SPEAKS OF THIS BATTLE FOR OUR THOUGHTS. )T SAYS, h#ASTING


DOWN ARGUMENTS AND EVERY HIGH THING THAT EXALTS ITSELF AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF 'OD, BRINGING EVERY THOUGHT INTO CAPTIVITY TO THE OBEDIENCE OF #HRIST.v
4HOUSANDS OF TIMES MY THOUGHTS WANDER AWAY IN PRAYER. -AYBE ) AM DISCOURAGED OR DEPRESSED. -AYBE ) AM THINKING ABOUT WHAT TO DO NEXT. -ANY TIMES ) FAIL MISERABLY. "UT THEN SOMEHOW, BY 'OD'S GRACE, )'M ABLE TO CATCH HOLD OF WHAT IS HAPPENING. 4HROUGH THE BLOOD OF *ESUS AND THE 7ORD, WE CAN DEFEAT THE ENEMY AND BRING OUR THOUGHTS INTO CAPTIVITY. "UT WE MUST BE ON THE ALERT, READY TO HARNESS THOSE THOUGHTS AND BRING THEM INTO CAPTIVITY TO OBEY #HRIST.
)N PRAYER MEETINGS, BE SURE TO LET LIBERTY REIGN.
7E SHOULD HAVE FREEDOM TO BE THE PEOPLE 'OD HAS CREATED US TO BE. 7E SHOULD HAVE FREEDOM TO EXPRESS (IS THOUGHTS WITH THE EMOTION (E GIVES US.
) REMEMBER ATTENDING A PRAYER MEETING IN 3OUTH +OREA A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO. )'D LIKE TO GO BACK TO +OREA JUST FOR THAT EXPERIENCE AGAIN. 4HEIR CULTURE IS PARTICULARLY A SHAME- CULTURE; THAT IS, THEY DO NOT WANT TO DO ANY- THING TO BRING SHAME UPON THEMSELVES OR THEIR FAMILY. "UT WHEN IT COMES TO PRAYER, THESE PEOPLE ARE COMPLETELY UNASHAMED.
4HEY CRY OUT TO 'OD IN THEIR LOUDEST VOICE,


WITH STREAMS OF TEARS RUNNING DOWN EVERY FACE.
7E MUST LEARN TO HAVE LIBERTY TO BE WHO 'OD CREATED US TO BE AND ACT ACCORDINGLY.
/UR 'OD IS THE 'OD OF THE QUIET AND THE CALM, AS WELL AS THE 'OD OF THE HIGH-ENERGY AND EXPRESSIVE. )'M NOT TRYING TO PUT EVERY- BODY INTO ONE BOX. "UT THERE SHOULD BE FREEDOM TO BE JOYFUL OR EXUBERANT. 4HERE SHOULD BE FREEDOM TO EXPRESS PAIN OR SOR- ROW. 4EARS, LIKE (ANNAH'S (SEE 1 3AMUEL 1), SHOULD NOT BE QUENCHED OR MISUNDERSTOOD. 7E SHOULD NOT BE INTIMIDATED INTO ACTING A CERTAIN WAY IN OUR PRAYERS.
7E MUST ALSO WATCH OUT FOR TOO MUCH REGU- LATION AND TOO MUCH CONTROL IN PRAYER MEETINGS. 4HOSE LEADING THE PRAYER MEETING SHOULD
NOT BE IN TOTAL CONTROL OF EVERY SECOND. )T IS NOT GOOD TO HAVE SOMEONE TELL YOU WHAT TO PRAY FOR AND HOW TO PRAY FOR IT. )T IS NOT GOOD TO HAVE TO STOP PRAYING BECAUSE SOME- BODY'S WATCH SAID IT WAS A CERTAIN TIME. 7E NEED TO BE LED BY THE (OLY 3PIRIT.
4HERE ARE TIMES WHEN WE MAY NOT HAVE ANY AGENDA IN OUR TIMES OF PRAYER. !ND THEN AT OTHER TIMES WE MAY HAVE MANY THINGS ON OUR AGENDA. )N EACH CASE, LET 'OD'S BURDEN BE GIVEN TO US SO THAT WE WILL INTERCEDE FOR THE THINGS THAT ARE ON (IS HEART. ,ET US PRAY ACCORDING TO (IS WILL AND (IS TIME FRAME.


!T THE SAME TIME, LET US ALSO BE ON GUARD AGAINST HAVING TOO LITTLE REGULATION, ORDER OR DIS- CIPLINE.
3OMETIMES PRAYER MEETINGS CAN GET OUT OF HAND IF THERE IS NO FRAMEWORK OR ORGANI- ZATION. 4HINGS CAN GET CRAZY. 7E MUST AVOID THIS BECAUSE THE DEVIL CAN TAKE CONTROL OF THESE TYPES OF THINGS. 0RAYER MEETINGS CAN HAVE THESE TWO EXTREMES: 4HERE CAN BE TOO MUCH REGULATION SO THAT PEOPLE HAVE NO FREEDOM, OR THERE CAN BE LACK OF ANY ORGANI- ZATION SO THAT THINGS ARE MANIPULATED BY THE ENEMY. 7E NEED BALANCE IN THIS AREA.
"UT FINALLY, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS THAT YOU PRAY! !S YOU PRAY, THE ,ORD WILL SHOW YOU MORE OF (IS HEART IN PRAYER AND WHAT (E DESIRES FROM YOU.
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WANT TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO PRAY. 4HE OPPORTUNITY TO TURN NATIONS UPSIDE DOWN
IS WITHIN OUR REACH. "UT TO DO THAT 'OD MUST GO BEFORE US. 0RAYER LETS 'OD GO BEFORE US. )T ACKNOWLEDGES OUR DEPENDENCE ON (IM FOR EVERYTHING AND EXALTS (IM AS ,ORD. 4HIS IS AN INCREDIBLE TIME IN WHICH WE LIVE. )T IS A TIME FOR 'OD TO WORK AND FOR US TO SEE THE
+INGDOM'S WORK ESTABLISHED. )T IS A TIME FOR US TO PRAY.
0RAYER
,ORD, DRAW US NEAR TO 9OU IN PRAYER. 0ROTECT AND DIRECT OUR PRAYER TIMES. 'UARD OUR THOUGHTS FROM WANDERING. (ELP US TO DRAW NEAR TO 9OUR




HEART SO THAT WE CAN HEAR 9OUR CONCERNS. (ELP US TO PRAY ALWAYS IN 9OUR WILL, NOT FOR OUR OWN SELFISH DESIRES. 'IVE US 9OUR BURDENS AND THEN GIVE US PERSEVERANCE AND PATIENCE TO PRESENT OUR PETITIONS. !ND ,ORD, THANK 9OU FOR 9OUR EXAMPLE AND 9OUR JOY IN ALL OF THIS. )N *ESUS' NAME.
!MEN.
































)F THIS BOOKLET HAS BEEN A BLESSING TO YOU, ) WOULD REALLY LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU. 9OU MAY WRITE TO 'OSPEL FOR !SIA, 1800 'OLDEN 4RAIL #OURT, #ARROLLTON, 48 75010. /R SEND AN EMAIL TO KP GFA.ORG.
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. . . A PASSION FOR THE LOST.
l�«>ÀÌ
. . . FRESH ZEAL FOR .EW 4ESTAMENT LIVING.
-Ì>�«
. . . ETERNITY ON YOUR EYES.
)F YOU'VE BEEN BLESSED BY THE INSIGHT +.0. 9OHANNAN HAS SHARED THROUGH THIS BOOKLET, YOU WILL WANT TO READ 2EVOLUTION IN 7ORLD -ISSIONS, HIS lRST AND MOST POPULAR BOOK.
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4HIS 25-MINUTE $6$
TAKES YOU ON AN EXTRAOR- DINARY VISIT TO THE )NDIAN SUBCONTINENT TO SEE THE LIVES OF 4ITUS AND *OSEPH, TWO NATIVE MISSIONARIES WHO CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR- WARD TO PREACH THE 'OSPEL IN HOSTILE LANDS.

/RDER ONLINE AT WWW.GFA.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-7).-!3)!
IN #ANADA 1-888-7).-!3)!
!SK FOR OFFER (!48-2"+3








/THER "OOKLETS BY +.0. 9OHANNAN

! ,IFE OF "ALANCE
2EMEMBER LEARNING HOW TO RIDE A BIKE? )T WAS ALL A MATTER OF BALANCE. 4HE SAME IS TRUE FOR OUR LIVES. ,EARN HOW TO DEVELOP THAT BALANCE, WHICH WILL KEEP YOUR LIFE AND MINISTRY HEALTHY AND HONORING 'OD. (80 PAGES)

$EPENDENCE UPON THE ,ORD
$ON'T BUILD IN VAIN. ,EARN HOW TO DAILY DEPEND UPON THE
,ORD�WHETHER IN THE IMPOSSIBLE OR THE POSSIBLE�AND SEE YOUR LIFE BEAR LASTING FRUIT. (48 PAGES)

*OURNEY WITH *ESUS
4AKE THIS INVITATION TO WALK THE ROADS OF LIFE INTIMATELY WITH THE ,ORD *ESUS. 3TAND WITH THE DISCIPLES AND LEARN FROM *ESUS' EXAMPLE OF LOVE, HUMILITY, POWER AND SURRENDER. (56 PAGES)

,IVING BY &AITH, .OT BY 3IGHT
4HE PROMISES OF 'OD ARE STILL TRUE TODAY: h!NYTHING IS POSSIBLE TO HIM WHO BELIEVES!v 4HIS BALANCED TEACHING WILL REMIND YOU OF THE POWER OF 'OD AND ENCOURAGE YOU TO STEP OUT IN CHILD- LIKE FAITH. (56 PAGES)

0RINCIPLES IN -AINTAINING A 'ODLY /RGANIZATION
2EMEMBER THE hGOOD OLD DAYSv IN YOUR MINISTRY? 4HIS BOOK- LET PROVIDES A BIBLICAL BASIS FOR MAINTAINING THAT VIBRANCY AND COMMITMENT THAT ACCOMPANY ANY NEW MOVE OF 'OD. (48 PAGES)

3EEING (IM
$O YOU OFTEN LIVE JUST DAY-TO-DAY, GOING THROUGH THE ROUTINE OF LIFE? 7E SO EASILY LOSE SIGHT OF (IM WHO IS OUR EVERYTHING. 4HROUGH THIS BOOKLET, LET THE ,ORD *ESUS RESTORE YOUR HEART AND EYES TO SEE (IM AGAIN. (48 PAGES)

3TAY %NCOURAGED
(OW ARE YOU DOING? $ISCOURAGEMENT CAN SNEAK IN QUICKLY AND SUBTLY, THROUGH EVEN THE SMALLEST THINGS. ,EARN HOW TO STAY ENCOURAGED IN EVERY SEASON OF LIFE, NO MATTER WHAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES MAY BE. (56 PAGES)




4HAT 4HEY !LL -AY "E /NE
)N THIS BOOKLET, +.0. 9OHANNAN OPENS UP HIS HEART AND SHARES FROM PAST STRUGGLES AND REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES ON HOW TO MAINTAIN UNITY WITH THOSE IN OUR LIVES. ! MUST READ! (56 PAGES)

4HE "EAUTY OF #HRIST THROUGH "ROKENNESS
7E WERE MADE IN THE IMAGE OF #HRIST THAT WE MAY REFLECT ALL THAT (E IS TO THE HURTING WORLD AROUND US. 2ISE ABOVE THE THINGS THAT HINDER YOU FROM DOING THIS, AND SEE HOW YOUR LIFE CAN DISPLAY (IS BEAUTY, POWER AND LOVE. (72 PAGES)

4HE ,ORD'S 7ORK $ONE IN THE ,ORD'S 7AY
4IRED? "URNED OUT? 7EARY? 4HE ,ORD'S WORK DONE IN (IS WAY WILL NEVER DESTROY YOU. ,EARN WHAT IT MEANS TO MINISTER UNTO (IM AND KEEP THE HOLY LOVE FOR (IM BURNING STRONG EVEN IN THE MIDST OF INTENSE MINISTRY. ! MUST-READ FOR EVERY BELIEVER! (72 PAGES)

4HE 7AY OF 4RUE "LESSING
7HAT DOES 'OD VALUE MOST? &IND OUT IN THIS BOOKLET AS +.0.
9OHANNAN REVEALS TRUTHS FROM THE LIFE OF !BRAHAM, AN ORDI- NARY MAN WHO BECAME THE FRIEND OF 'OD. (56 PAGES)

/RDER BOOKLETS THROUGH:
'OSPEL FOR !SIA, 1800 'OLDEN 4RAIL #OURT, #ARROLLTON, 48 75010 4OLL FREE: 1-800-946-2742
/NLINE: WWW.GFA.ORG
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